[image: image1.jpg]0
Sénro

, ' @ www.askaboutireland.ie



ENFOpoint Central Library

for Greener Living at Your Library

News & Events Bulletin
March 2011

Tree Week Workshops for Schools
Central Library 

28th February – 11th March
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Environmental Protection Agency



National Tree Week takes place this year from 6th – 12th March. National Tree Week is an annual, week-long festival celebrating all positive aspects of trees in our lives and environment.  It is organised by the Tree Council of Ireland. The theme is ‘The Year of the Forest – Celebrating Forests for People’, in keeping with the United Nations designation of 2011 as ‘The International Year of Forests’.  To celebrate National Tree Week, ENFOpoint is hosting a series of Tree Workshops for local primary school groups, running over two weeks from 28th February – 11th March. The workshops will be held in Central Library and will be given by Ella Ryan, Environmental Awareness Officer with Waterford City Council.



GIY Waterford 

Wednesday 30th March at 6:00pm

[image: image3.emf]The next meeting of G.I.Y Waterford will take place in Central Library on Wednesday 30th March at 6:00pm. G.I.Y Waterford is a community of local food growers, a place for like-minded people to get together to listen to experts on food growing and share information / produce. It is open to all (experts and novices alike) and is free of charge. For more information see www. giy.com or email waterfordgiy@gmail.com
National Newt Survey Training Day

12th March 12:00am

National Biodiversity Data Centre, Waterford.

This training day is part of the National Newt Survey being run by the Irish Wildlife Trust. The training is for volunteer surveyors and will cover topics such as amphibian ecology, smooth newt identification and survey techniques as well as field recording skills.  This will be followed by a fieldtrip to a water body nearby for a practical demonstration of the survey techniques. To register as a volunteer surveyor and book your place on the training day contact Kieran on 01 860 2839 or send an email to newts@iwt.ie

EPA Report: Water Quality in Ireland 2007-2009
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The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has published its report Water Quality in Ireland 2007-2009. Improvements in water quality have been found, although the report advises that steps to improvements must continue across many sectors if Ireland is to meet its European water quality obligations.   The report is a comprehensive review which covers 13,118 km of river and stream channel (1,700 rivers), 222 lakes, 89 estuarine and coastal waterbodies and 211 groundwater monitoring stations. Water Quality in Ireland 2007-2009 is available to download from the EPA website, www.epa.ie

All Ireland Conference on Bird Conservation 2011

Hosted by RSPB Northern Ireland and BirdWatch Ireland, the All Ireland Conference 2011 will take place from Friday 25th March-Sunday 27th March. The venue is the Hilton Templepatrick Hotel, in the magnificent Castle Upton Estate on the banks of The Six Mile Water, near Belfast.

The conference is for anyone with an interest in nature, experts and non-experts alike. This year’s theme is Futurescapes and the need for a landscape-scale approach to conservation across Ireland, showing how everyone, from farmers and gardeners to planners, has their part to play in ensuring the survival of our diverse habitats and the wildlife they sustain.

Speakers are:

Dick Strawbridge - Fresh from his successful stint on Celebrity Masterchef and author of The Self Sufficiency Bible, Dick will be the speaker for our gala dinner. It seems that Dick can turn his hand to anything, including moving to Cornwall to attempt to live as green a life as possible, but as his programme says "It’s Not Easy Being Green"

Alex Copeland - a Senior Conservation Officer with BirdWatch Ireland, Alex manages farmland and peatland bird projects and leads on agricultural policy development. He previously managed breeding wader projects in the Shannon Callows, and the Irish Corncrake Conservation Project. Before joining BirdWatch Ireland in 2000, Alex worked as an RSPB Wildlife Adviser

David Lindo - David is The Urban Birder, bringing a fresh, urban perspective to modern birding. Lindo first appeared on our screens as a contributor on Springwatch in 2006 where he took viewers for a guided bird walk around his ‘garden’ – Wormwood Scrubs. Since then, he has become a regular natural history presenter on The One Show. David believes nature is all around us and that you don't have to be in the middle of the countryside to appreciate it.
There are also events for children aged 5–12 years, focusing on conservation, education and fun!

For more details and booking form go to www.birdwatchireland.ie
Earth Hour 

Saturday 26th March 8:30pm – 9:30pm

Earth Hour is a global initiative in partnership with World Wildlife Fund. Individuals, businesses, governments and communities are invited to turn out their lights for one hour on Saturday March 26th at 8:30 pm to show their support for environmentally sustainable action. Earth Hour started in Sydney, Australia in 2007 through a partnership between WWF Australia, Leo Burnett and Fairfax Media, when 2 million people in one city switched off their lights. By 2010, Earth Hour had created history as the largest voluntary action ever witnessed with participation across 128 countries and every continent, including the world’s most recognized man-made marvels and natural wonders in a landmark environmental action. Join in this year by switching off for an hour, and after the lights go back on think about what else you can do to make a difference.
 Take steps to Greener Living with the ENFOpoint service in Central Library, an initiative of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and An Chomhairle Leabharlanna. 

ENFOpoint provides practical information for members of the public on a wide range of local, national and international environmental topics from growing your own food to saving energy.

For more information on the ENFOpoint in Central Library, please contact 051 849975 or email lboyle@waterfordcity.ie
www.waterfordcity.ie/library

              www.enfo.ie


