
Water conservation
The average daily water consumption per person in Ireland is over 148 litres. That’s enough water to fill almost 2 baths! This figure includes drinking water, water used in a washing machine/dishwasher, the water used when taking showers or baths, and water for flushing toilets. This water is taken from either surface waters or groundwaters and the vast majority of this water abstraction is currently sustainable. However, rising demand and the impact of climate change means that some areas will experience a reduction in availability in the years to come. The change that just one person can make will help conserve and protect our waters. 

In order for us all to enjoy our water we need to be more aware of water conservation, particularly in our gardens during the summer months. It doesn't have to cost money; it just takes a little bit of time and effort!

· Try not to use dishwashers and washing machines until they are full 

· Turn off the tap when you are brushing your teeth or shaving 

· Have short showers instead of baths 

· Store a jug of water in the fridge instead of waiting for it to cool from the tap 

· Use a basin to wash fruit and veg 

· Make sure nothing is leaking and if it is, fix it! 

· To water your garden use a watering can, not a hosepipe. Water your plants in the early morning or evening when it is cooler. Never use a sprinkler system in your garden. Raising the lawnmower blades to a higher level will help stop the grass from scorching in warm weather. Leaving the clippings on the lawn will protect the roots and returns nutrients to the soil.
· Use a bucket and sponge to wash your car 

· Brush your path instead of hosing it 
· Collect Rainwater in a water butt fed from your gutters but always make sure to securely cover large containers for safety. Use a basin in your sink to collect and reuse water for your garden plants. 
· Compost provides valuable nutrients and keeps the soil moist. Mulches such as wood chips, bark or gravel will help prevent water evaporation and will suppress weed growth saving water and time weeding. 
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