National Tree Week 2011
National Tree Week takes place 6th – 12th March this year. This is a national environmental awareness campaign aimed at promoting the benefits of trees and Irish deciduous trees in particular. Local communities are encouraged to participate in the various events which will take place around the country during the week. Events are organised all over the country which include forest walks, tree planting ceremonies, workshops, displays, competitions , etc. You can keep up to date about tree plantings, exhibitions and other events taking place in the city during this week by checking www.treecouncil.ie or www.waterfordcity.ie
National Tree Week is a national campaign organised by the Tree Council of Ireland, in conjunction with Coillte, and Local Authorities throughout the country. Over 15,000 native tree saplings will be sponsored by Coillte and distributed locally to community groups, etc by local authorities nationally.  Trees are an essential part of our environment and by doing something as simple as planting a tree; everyone can play his or her part in helping the environment.

If your school, residents association or community group would like to plant a tree(s) as part of National Tree Week, you can contact Ella in Environmental Services & Planning, Waterford City Council at 849938 before 25th February 2011. Applications are invited from all community groups, schools, residents associations, etc throughout the city. An application form is available on www.waterfordcity.ie or by phoning 849938. Applicants will be contacted closer to National Tree Week to give details of the delivery date, etc of these saplings. 
Trees and woodlands that are rich in diversity play an important role in protecting our waterways. They purify water by filtering out solids and absorbing excessive nutrients, and therefore helping to make it suitable for drinking. Forests also act like sponges, soaking up excessive rainfall and releasing it into waterways slowly over time. This helps to prevent flooding in villages and towns downstream. So please join us in investing in this natural resource and plant some trees in your community. 
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