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Now in its fifteenth year, Tree Day is an annual event whereby one day in the primary school curriculum is exclusively devoted to the study and direct experience of trees. All 3,200 primary schools across Ireland are encouraged to use 6th October to learn about trees and the environment.

To celebrate the United Nations designation of 2011 as 'The International Year of Forests', the theme for this year's Tree Day is "Ár gcara an crann á cheiliúradh" or "Celebrating our friend the tree". With this theme, children and adults can recognise the importance of trees and forests and the wide usage of forest products in our everyday lives.

The aim of Tree Day is to create a learning experience that will enthuse and enlighten all children by making them aware of the magic, beauty and importance of trees and the wider environment. 

To support Tree Day, the Tree Council has developed and continues to update a comprehensive resource pack on the subject of trees. This is free to download from www.treeday.ie It is complimentary to the science syllabus of the primary school curriculum and covers over 40 topics on the subject of trees. These include fun facts about trees, the wildlife that live in our woodlands and an adventure element to stimulate project work and practical activities, both in the classroom and in the school grounds. 

Getting involved in Tree Day is also an excellent way to develop and augment your Green-Schools programme. For schools that are tackling the litter and waste theme why not collect some acorns or chestnuts on 'Tree Day' and use old containers or cartons and some of your own compost to plant them up? 
The event is organised by the Tree Council of Ireland with the support of the Department of Education and Skills and is sponsored by Tetra Pak and Avonmore School Milk.

Compiled by Environmental Services, Waterford City Council. For further information, contact Ella Ryan, Environment Awareness Officer, Menapia Building, The Mall, Waterford. Telephone: 051 849938. Website: www.waterfordcity.ie
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