Worried about waste building up for Halloween?
We get a large number of queries about waste each week to the Environmental Enforcement Team in Waterford City Council. At this time of the year an increasing number of these calls are about waste being collected and stored for Halloween bonfires. This waste can be anything from wooden pallets to tyres, mattresses, couches, etc.
If you are concerned about waste being stored in a nearby area, please report it to our Enforcement Team by phoning 849563 or emailing environservices@waterfordcity.ie This is especially important in the week leading up to Halloween, as the waste that is accumulating in your area could be used to build a bonfire. Did you know that a tyre contains many chemicals which produce toxic fumes when burned? Once released these toxins will last for a long time in our environment. Tyres also release poisonous smoke, gases and dioxins that can cause cancer. Even a simple piece of preservative - treated timber from a garden fence can release arsenic. This can build up in the body, decreasing blood cell counts and even causing serious damage to your health such as kidney injury. 
The Enforcement Team uses Waste Management Acts 1996 – 2005 and the Waste Management (Prohibition of Waste Disposal by Burning) Regulations 2009 to prevent waste collecting and being burned. In the coming weeks, any households that are illegally storing waste in their gardens will be asked to remove the waste and dispose of it appropriately. We will be calling to businesses in the city in order to make them aware of the need to secure any pallets or tyres in the weeks before Halloween. It is also illegal for any business to give pallets or any other types of waste to anyone without a waste collection permit and that they can be prosecuted for doing so. As material builds up on green areas before Halloween, Waterford City Council staff will remove this material.
If you are concerned about any of the above issues, please contact Environmental Services on 849563or environservices@waterfordcity.ie
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