GET INVOLVED IN ‘NATIONAL DRIVE TO SAVE LIVES’

– ‘Irish Road Safety Week’ from Oct 10th to Oct 16th –

The Road Safety Authority (RSA) is urging people nationwide to continue their life-saving behaviour and get involved in the national and local efforts to reduce road deaths. This plea comes as the RSA announced details of their annual ‘drive to save lives’ during ‘Irish Road Safety Week’ which takes place nationwide from Monday 10th October to Sunday 16th October. 

To date this year (3rd October 2011), 141 people have lost their lives on Irish roads, a reduction of 13 on the same period last year. Of these, almost half (45%) were drivers and 1 in 5 (30 deaths) were pedestrians. Even more worryingly, almost one third of road-users killed (30%) were aged between 16 and 25 years old. However, road fatality statistics to date suggest that, this year, road deaths could fall below 200 for the first time since records began.

Road Fatalities to Date (3rd October) 2011

	Road-user
	2011

	Pedestrians
	30

	Drivers
	62

	Passengers
	25

	Motorcyclist
	14

	Pillion Passenger
	1

	Pedal Cyclist
	9

	Other
	0

	Total
	141


Events planned for this week

· The ‘Check it Fits’ child car seats Roadshow

· Tyre Safety will be a major theme during the week

· The Annual ‘Leading Lights in Road Safety’ Awards will be announced at a ceremony in Farmleigh on Wednesday 12th October.

· ‘Beep Beep Day!’ is a road safety awareness day which is taking place on Friday 14th October in almost 1,400 preschools throughout the country to celebrate Irish Road Safety Week. 

· European Night Without Accident will take place on Saturday 15th October.
