Embargo: For Immediate Release.

Waterford named top City Council at Excellence in Local Government Awards

Waterford City Council has been named as Ireland’s leading City Council at the eighth annual Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards, held in association with the Department of Environment, Community & Local Government. 

The Council also won three additional national awards for the period from June 2010-May 2011 with Waterford Harvest Festival receiving the Festival of the Year award sponsored by Optic Nerve; Destination Waterford City honoured with an award sponsored by Corrib Natural Gas for supporting tourism and Waterford City Development Board winning an award sponsored by CBRE for their ‘Doing it for Ourselves’ campaign. In each case, the local authority works with a range of external partners to deliver key projects successfully.
The awards were presented by Phil Hogan TD, Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government, who said: “I am delighted that my Department is associated with the Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards and how they showcase the admirable work that local authorities do. I would like to pass on my congratulations to all the winners and indeed all of the shortlisted applicants – the standard of projects this year was outstanding.”

Responding, Cllr Pat Hayes, Mayor of Waterford, said: “As Mayor and a long-serving member of the Council but - perhaps more importantly - as a proud Waterford-man, I am delighted with this recognition for the great work done all year by our local authority and all of the people and organisations we work with every day.

“It is more important than ever that local government effectively and efficiently delivers vital services to the communities we serve. In Waterford city, we are fortunate to have a City Council where the elected members and the entire staff work together as one team to advance Waterford’s ambitious agenda. I’m struck each day as Mayor by just what a strong team spirit there is at City Hall and how everyone works together. We also draw extra strength from successfully collaborating with a range of external stakeholders to deliver positive results for the city and that’s a common thread of the festival, tourism and economic development awards from Chambers Ireland. We achieve more together.
“Nobody can or should deny that there are real issues to be tackled in Waterford – especially around job creation and access to university education – but there is also a real determination that Ireland’s oldest city will show resilience in the face of recession and maintain a positive attitude. Some of the initiatives brought forward by Waterford City Council in recent years have already had a real and lasting impact with more to come. On the back of these awards, I would encourage everyone with a contribution to make to get involved with us in making great things happen in our city.”

Michael Walsh, City Manager, added: “Being named City Council of the Year is obviously a tremendous honour for all of the team here and great credit is due to the hardworking elected members of the Council who represent their communities and city at the decision-making table and to all of the staff working across various departments. 

“In the individual awards, it is no coincidence that the categories the Council won in involved collaborations around festivals, tourism and economic regeneration as these have been our priority in recent years and we have had great buy-in from key people who’ve rolled up their sleeves alongside the Council team. We continue to have a lot of support from partners in driving Waterford forward and that will remain important in the years ahead.”

Ends – November 11, 2011.
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