IBAL Anti-Litter League 2011, 

 in conjunction with the Department of the Environment

Waterford:  9th out of 53 towns / cities surveyed.  Litter Classification – Clean to European Norms. 
Well done Waterford City, the cleanest city in Ireland.  To be the outright winner would be great for Waterford City.  A very good result for Waterford.  Many of the city centre sites scored well e.g. Hanover Street, O’Connell Street and Baronstrand.  The Railway Station (Interior and Exterior) was in very good order.  The public amenities of the People’s Park and Park off Henrietta Street have been well cared for and respected.  The residential area of Ballybeg has managed to sustain the high ranking of recent previous IBAL Anti-Litter surveys – this must be hugely rewarding for all concerned, particularly as it was in a terrible state when first included in survey.
Waterford Institute of Technology:  Grade A.  The campus was not just clear of litter but very well presented and maintained e.g. seating, grass, trees, car parking etc. – all aspects of the area surveyed were in very good order.  To study in a clean environment has life-long benefits.
R680 Approach Road:  Grade A.  A very good approach route into Waterford City – wide open road with well maintained verges.
Waterford Railway Station – Interior:  Grade A.  This was a top ranking site – it was perfectly clean and very tidy in appearance.  High standards of previous IBAL Anti-Litter surveys have been maintained.

Waterford Railway Station – Exterior:  Grade A.  There was a virtual absence of litter at the exterior of the railway station.  The flowering areas always contribute to the overall presentation of an area.
R711 Belview Port Approach:  Grade B.  The primary reason for the litter grade at this site was the hoarding with posters – many of the posters had come away from the hoarding and ended up as litter.  If this one area was addressed it could be a top ranking site.
Quays Parking by River:  Grade B.  Certainly, this site has been a lot worse during previous IBAL Anti-Litter surveys, however it still has some way to go before it can get the top litter grade.  Dog fouling bins have been installed but no bags were available for same – dog fouling was a feature at this site.  Cigarette butts were particularly obvious, with lesser amounts of food related litter.
Waterford Bus Station – Interior:  Grade A.  A pristine site – not only was this area clear of litter but all aspects of the interior of the station were in good order e.g. seating, visitor information notices, signage etc.
Waterford Bus Station – Exterior:  Grade C.  The built environment was in good condition – e.g. seating, paving, bins, lamp-posts etc. but a very careless attitude to litter has prevailed – there were heavy levels of food related litter, sometimes under the seating, despite a litter bins right beside it. A recurring problem area – why not enforce the law against the operator?

Hanover Street:  Grade A.  This was a well presented and well maintained environment – clear of litter.

O’Connell Street: Grade A.  This was a particularly good site – great care has been taken with the overall presentation and the result is very effective.  The wide pavement had lovely brickwork; ornamental trees lined the attractive pavement and this was combined with modern street furniture e.g. bollards and bicycle parking.
Baronstrand:  Grade A.   A clean and well presented environment – virtually clear of litter.
Access to City Square Shopping Centre:  Grade B.  Not much effort is required for this small area to get the top litter grade – cigarette butts and sweet papers took away from an otherwise good side.

Park off Henrietta Street:  Grade A.  A lovely old setting with mature trees, attractive paving, bollards and lampposts.  A segment of this area was cordoned off by hoarding and barriers / fencing but this didn’t impact in any negative way on the litter situation.
St. Declan’s Boy’s National School:  Grade A.  This school was characterised by a fine, old building at the top of a bank – the extensive grassy area was spotless and the base of the mature trees was clear of litter – a top ranking site throughout.
People’s Park:  Grade A.  This is a wonderful amenity which has been thoughtfully presented and clearly well respected and maintained ​ there was an absence of litter throughout.

R680 Cork Approach Road:  Grade B.  The stretch of road alongside the businesses (McDonald’s, Woodies etc.) was in good order but the road was let down by the litter beside the low wall – mostly food related litter.
Fitzgerald Road:  Grade A.  The small grassy areas in front of the houses and the wider public grass area were in very good order – clear of litter and well maintained.

Our Lady’s Oratory:  Grade A.  This had previously been a littered site in earlier IBAL Anti-Litter survey – not so today.  Hopefully this new level of maintenance can be sustained.
O’Reilly Terrace:  Grade A.  A clean, tidy and well presented residential environment – the paving was very fresh in appearance.
Ballybeg- Residential:  Grade A.  Surveyor noted what a poor state this residential area was when first included in IBAL Anti-Litter Survey – what a sea change.  Credit is certainly due for the sustained effort over a very prolonged period of time.

