Waterford Local Government Committee
Invitation for Submissions

Notice is hereby given that the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, has established the Waterford Local Government Committee under Section 28 of the Local Government Act 1991. In accordance with section 32 of the Local Government Act 1991, the Committee is hereby required to carry out an objective review of local government arrangements in Waterford and submit a report containing recommendations on whether the County Council of Waterford and the City Council of Waterford should be unified. 
Submissions, in writing, are invited in relation to the Committee’s work, which should be provided to the undersigned not later than Friday December 2nd, 2011. Submissions may be sent by post, or e-mailed to waterfordlgc@ipa.ie  

In carrying out its review, the Committee will have regard inter alia to the following matters: - 

· The need to maximise efficiency and value for money in local government, taking account of the work of the Local Government Efficiency Review Group and the relevant timescale for implementation of measures.

· The need to ensure that Waterford City and County are served by effective local government structures, including any measures considered necessary to strengthen local government arrangements and enhance the effectiveness of democratic representation and accountability.

· Staffing, organisational, representational, financial, service delivery and other relevant requirements

· The need to enhance the capacity of local government to promote the economic and social development of Waterford City and County as a whole.

· The need to maximise the capacity of Waterford City, in particular, to act as a strong and dynamic focus and generator of growth for the wider hinterland under the National Spatial Strategy, and that of other urban and rural areas to contribute in that regard in the context of balanced development. 

· The need to ensure that that the particular status, identity, character and heritage of Waterford City are maintained and where possible, enhanced, within a balanced overall system of local government for Waterford City and County.

Following consideration of submissions and consultation, and a review of the issues, the Waterford Local Government Committee will make such recommendations that it considers to be necessary in the interests of effective, efficient and innovative local government, and will prepare and furnish to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government a report in writing of that review and its recommendations, which the Minister shall publish. The Waterford Local Government Committee is independent in the performance of its functions.
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oodonnell@ipa.ie; (01) 2403759
