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Waterford City wins Silver Medal in Tidy Towns

Waterford’s efforts at improving the city didn’t go unnoticed by the National Tidy Towns Committee as it was awarded a silver medal and an extra 24 coveted points at the annual awards ceremony held at The Helix in Dublin last Monday.

In real terms this is significant progress for Waterford City, entered in the category entitled ‘Large Urban Centre’.  Over the past 4 years Waterford has gained an extra few points each year bringing the total to 261 out of 400.  This year the significant jump of 24 points brings it to 285.   The category winners received a score of 308 out of 400.

While we still have a way to go this acknowledgment from the highly regarded judges is high praise indeed.  Many improvements have taken place in Waterford over the past 12 months.  Dereliction has been tackled head on with positive results. New walkways and footpaths have been installed in various places.  Proactive anti litter and anti dog fouling programmes and solutions have been put in place.  Tree planting has been carried out and ongoing communication between Waterford City Council and numerous interested groups throughout the city has seen areas cleaned up and renewed civic pride emerging. In their report, the adjudicator's noted that "clearly a special push was made to have Waterford looking at its best for the Tall Ships Festival. In this regard the event was a tremendous success. However this did not happen overnight and it is evident to me that huge work has gone into, and continues to go into, the presentation of the city. It looked amazing! There is no doubt that Waterford is now a strong contender in the Tidy Towns competition!"

Chairperson of the Waterford City Tidy Towns Committee, Nichola Beresford said, “This is a victory for everyone.  Whether you are a member of a resident’s association and you help to keep the common areas of your estate looking good or you just picked up a piece of litter on the street or disposed of a cigarette butt properly – you have contributed to this success.  Waterford City Council is making huge strides and really working hard to improve our physical environment, but they need our help as citizens, to make this the best city in Ireland. I think it’s achievable.  We rose 24 points this year.  If we could do that again next year we would have beaten the Kilkenny winning score of 308!  It’s ambitious but not impossible.

Compiled by Environmental Services, Waterford City Council. For further information, contact Ella Ryan, Environment Awareness Officer, Menapia Building, The Mall, Waterford. Telephone: 051 849938. Website: www.waterfordcity.ie
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