Press Release: New Tourism Initiative Successfully Promoting Waterford City

At Monday’s Council meeting, Lar Power, Director of Services, outlined the impressive work which has been undertaken locally to enhance the tourist product offering by the recently established Destination Waterford City Tourism Committee.  The Committee, which has representatives from all tourist sectors, is focusing on a number of key areas including marketing, product development and enhancing local festivals.  The members of the Committee were commended for the tremendous work which has been completed in such a short period of time.  The buy in from the local tourist sector to Destination Waterford City was also acknowledged.

The re-opening of the Waterford Crystal Visitor Centre in the City Centre and developments taking place in the Viking Triangle have created opportunities which can be developed to encourage visitors to stay longer in the City.  One such initiative is a new traditional Irish Music Pub Trail which is being launched on July 8th.  Running from 7pm to 9pm it will give people, including families with young children, the opportunity to learn about traditional Irish music and the instruments on which it’s played.  This will add to the existing traditional Irish entertainment already offered by Dooley’s Hotel and the Granville Hotel.  The opening of the medieval under crofts as part of the new Viking Triangle walking tour will hopefully prove a popular draw for locals as well as visitors.

The marketing of Waterford City as a tourist destination will be greatly enhanced by the soon be launched discoverwaterfordcity.ie website.  The most impressive feature on the website is a calendar listing all the events happening in Waterford City showing visitors there is something for everyone no matter what their interests.  Locals should also find the calendar useful when planning a night out or wondering what to do at the weekend.  A new tourist map will be launched along with the website highlighting the many attractions for visitors in the City from the award winning Museum of Treasures to 33 The Mall, the site where the Irish tricolour was flown for the first time in 1848 by Thomas Francis Meagher.  The work of the Committee in marketing the City will complement the work currently being undertaken by Fáilte Ireland who are represented on the Committee.

The City’s major festivals will also receive a boost from Destination Waterford City which is working with them to help them grow to attract a regional and national audience and bring increasing numbers of visitors to the City.  With the 2010 season already underway, Destination Waterford City is already considering the 2011 season and will continue to work with local tourist provides to make Waterford City the number one visitor location in the region.
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