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St Patrick’s Day Parade set to be biggest yet!
The streets of Waterford will be filled with music on Patrick’s Day with the City’s four bands including City of Waterford Brass, Barrack Street Concert Band, De La Salle Scout Band, T.F Meagher and a visiting band from Dublin, the Irish Prison Service Pipe Band, who will be parading along the Quay and past the Reviewing Stand on The Mall.

The Parade will be led by local Grand Marshall, Denny Corcoran, who will be followed up the route by over 60 entries giving their interpretation of this year’s theme “Waterford of the three Shippes” which celebrates the return of the Tall Ships Race this summer.  Watch out for the Tall Ships Race entry who will be giving out some freebies on the day! There will also be free tricolours and facepainters on the day.

With over 2,500 people walking in the parade, this will be one of the City’s biggest parades the City has seen.  The largest group on the day will be the 500 local scouts walking under the Waterford County Scout banner.  A number of groups will be participating in the parade for the first time including the City’s local Nigerian and Malayalee Communities.

The local business community will also be out in force, Petworld will be there with their mascot Polly the Parrot along with the Munster Express who are celebrating 150 years in business.
St. Patrick’s Day wouldn’t be the same without our traditional Irish dancers and along with the Troy and Mulcahy Bible Schools of Dancing who will be marching in the parade, The McGrath School of Dancing will be entertaining the crowds before the parade with a performance on The Mall starting at 12:30.  Red Kettle Theatre Academy will also be performing their “Wenches of Waterfordia” on the House of Waterford City at 12:45 and after the parade round 2:00pm.

During the parade watch out for Fadó who will be using their time machine to bring back the Vikings, Normans and King Henry VII to the streets of Waterford.  Look out for Thomas Francis Meagher who will also be making an appearance on the day!  Spraoi will also be there with their entry and Waterford Youth Arts sponsored by the Environment Section of Waterford City Council will have their “Rubbish Pirates” marauding up the Quays.
The entertainment will continue after the parade with live music in John Roberts Square.  The line up includes The Fizz bombs, Crash and Swamp Stompers.  The City Market will also be trading from 10:00am and for the more adventurous The Dunmore East Adventure Centre will have their new mobile climbing wall.

The parade will start at 1:00pm and there will be road closures on the day, so arrive early to avoid disappointment!  For up to date information on the parade, find us on facebook. 
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