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For immediate release
 

 

Mayor begins intensive US tour to promote Waterford 
with ‘roots’ presentation to Mayor Daley of Chicago
 

 

The Mayor of Waterford, Cllr Mary Roche, began an intensive cultural, tourism and trade promotion tour of eastern US cities this week with the presentation of a family tree to Mayor Richard M Daley of Chicago which dramatically illustrates his deep family roots in Waterford city, home of his Dunne cousins.
 

Mayor Daley who has held Chicago’s most important position for the past twenty-two years was formally presented with a fully-researched genealogy completed by Waterford’s Tony Hennessy which shows that all of his ancestry is of Irish origins with very close links to both Waterford city and county.
 

“I took the opportunity to invite Mayor Daley, his family and friends to Waterford when we presented him with his family tree,” says Mayor Roche. “The present Mayor’s father, Richard J. Daley, visited Waterford in 1964 and discovered his very close links with the city so it would be fitting that the next generation would also ‘come home’.  
 

“The event in Chicago was a wonderful occasion at which Mayor Daley was also presented with an Honorary Fellowship of Waterford Institute of Technology and it was a very encouraging start to what I hope will be a productive week of networking and strengthening our close links with business, cultural and tourism leaders and opinion-makers in America.”
 

Mayor Roche is scheduled to meet senior executives of  US companies with operations in Waterford, including Bausch + Lomb, Genzyme, Hasbro, Sun Life Financial and KPS Capital Partners. In addition to Mayor Daley, Cllr Roche, who is accompanied by city manager, Michael Walsh, and Director of Services for Economic Development, Lar Power, is also scheduled to meet New York State Lieutenant Governor, Robert Duffy, who visited Waterford during his term as Mayor of Rochester; John Conlon, vice president and director of IDA North America; Joe Byrne, who heads Tourism Ireland – North America; Kieran McLaughlin of the Ireland Fund as well as sister city representatives and other business leaders. Waterford businessman, Noel Frisby, is accompanying the delegation. 
 

“It’s a very packed schedule but I believe we have to be seen to be getting the message across that Waterford is open for business, that we welcome and will support more investment and more tourism,” said the Mayor. 
 

“There is no question of us encroaching on the work of Irish agencies such as the IDA and Tourism Ireland – in fact we hope our efforts will support theirs – it’s simply a matter of using our network of contacts to promote Waterford as a place to invest in, a great place to live and a location that is willing and able to do business. 
 

“I don’t think we can sit back and expect business and investment to come to us so we’re going out there to do what we can to get it. It is not likely that we will come back with a significant announcement of new jobs or new investment but we will have done our bit to ‘sow the seed’ and I hope that we will also have helped secure the already significant operations of the many American companies based in Waterford,” concluded Mayor Roche.
 

ENDS – April 5, 2011
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Print media – photo caption: The Mayor of Waterford, Cllr Mary Roche presented a family tree to Mayor Richard M Daley of Chicago which dramatically illustrates his deep family roots in Waterford city. [Photo Cathy Curry Irish American News]

 

 

Media contact:  Michael Bance, Bance Nolan Ltd.  051  845403, 087 2462875.
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