Waterford's Pride of Place Environmental Awards 2011
Waterford City Council’s annual Environment Awards were held on 20th October.  These awards include categories for gardens, residential estates, business initiatives and tidy schools as well as litter competitions for school children. Above all, the awards recognise work done throughout the year by the entire community to improve their areas. The judges were delighted with the exceptionally high standard of entries this year.

Two of the main categories in the Pride of Place Environmental Awards are the Best Residential Area categories. Collins Avenue was the winner in the Best Large Residential Area category, sponsored by WLR FM, with Cork Road/Kingsmeadow earning the merit prize. The residents of Collins Avenue were commended for their consistent hard work and effort throughout the estate. Williamstown Village won Best Small Residential Area for their standard of presentation and litter control; their estate is spotless and the green areas are maintained to a high standard. The marks were genuinely very close between the top three estates in this category this year. There was very little between these estates. Two merit places were awarded instead of one to reflect this, with both Mount Pleasant and Grange Heights being awarded merits. Norwood won this year’s title of Most Improved Residential Area. 
The garden competition sponsored by McGuire’s Garden Centre was a success once again this year. Margaret & Tom Power won the overall prize in this competition, for their beautiful garden in Ferrybank. 
Mayor of Waterford Councillor Pat Hayes said that the Pride of Place Environmental Awards are an ideal “opportunity to applaud and reward your efforts and deep commitment to keeping your own garden, street and estate to a high standard.” He went on to say that the “standard throughout the competition echoes the level of dedication in our city at the moment. We are delighted to work in partnership with communities and businesses to improve our environment for the benefit of locals and visitors alike.”

Nichola Beresford, Chairperson of Tidy Waterford also spoke at the awards about the city’s progress over the last year in Tidy Towns, thanking everyone in Waterford for their efforts to improve the appearance of the city, whether through their own garden, keeping their street or even their estate clean. She also took the opportunity to urge people to become involved in Tidy Waterford in the coming year and welcomed help with the Tidy Waterford gardening project in Wyse Park.
