Did you know that cigarette butts count as litter if thrown on the ground?
Cigarette litter occurs anytime a smoker throws their cigarette butt on the ground. This can occur by dropping a cigarette butt on the ground and crushing it under foot or by throwing it out of a car window. It is illegal to discard a cigarette butt in this way under the Litter Pollution Act, 1997 and anyone doing this can be fined €150. Cigarette butts were the most common type of litter in Waterford City last year, according to the results of Litter Pollution Monitoring Surveys completed. In fact, they accounted for 49% of all litter in the city. Common cigarette litter blackspots include outside pubs and shops and at roundabouts/junctions.
There are many ways to dispose of cigarettes without littering them on the ground. Free personal ashtrays can be obtained from Environmental Services (see contact details below). These ashtrays will easily fit in your pocket. They are foil lined, trap the smell inside, and take up less space in your pocket or purse than a pack of cigarettes. Simply store your butt in one of these temporary ashtrays until you can dispose of it properly.
Many people believe that cigarette butts are biodegradable and quickly rot away, causing little damage to the environment. But cigarette butts are made from cellulose acetate, a form of plastic. They can take up to 12 years to break down. Cigarette butts are designed to capture vapours from a cigarette, reducing the amount of smoke inhaled. The captured smoke contains more than 4000 chemicals, including 43 known carcinogens, such as ammonia, nitrogen dioxide, formaldehyde, hydrogen, cyanide and arsenic. As the acetate filter in a cigarette butt starts to decompose, it releases these toxic chemicals into our natural environment. Within one hour of being in contact with water, a cigarette butt will start to leach toxic chemicals into the environment. One cigarette can contaminate up to 8 litres of water. Cigarette butts have been found in the stomachs of fish, birds, whales and other marine creatures who mistake them for food. 
Cigarette butts may seem small, but with an estimated 4.5 trillion littered worldwide every year, the litter and toxic chemicals add up. Because cigarette butts are small and light, they are easily blown from place to place or washed into drain water, which carries a large number of butts into waterways.
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