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Business’s responsibilities regarding litter
You may have seen a shop or business in your area that regularly has a trail of wrappers leading to and from it. Have you ever wondered what happens to the litter that is dropped by local litterbugs as they walk away from a shop or take away? 

Along with the work done by staff in the Cleansing Section of Waterford City Council, businesses also have an obligation to keep the areas around their premises litter free.  While many businesses in the city consistently maintain their premises to the highest standard, others may need to be reminded about their responsibilities from time to time. 

Any business on a public road is responsible for keeping the footpath outside of their business free of litter, regardless of how it got there. For example, this may include the removal of litter through staff clean ups and/ or the provision of litterbins, cigarette ashtrays, etc.  It is an offence to remove litter from a footpath by sweeping it or placing it onto the road or gully. Under Section 16 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, Local Authorities have the power to require businesses to take measures to prevent or limit the creation of litter both at their premises and in the area immediately surrounding it (up to 100 metres around the premises). 

Waterford City Council issues Section 16 notices to businesses, instructing those businesses to maintain the area around their premises, including shops and fast food outlets. Premises are regularly monitored by the Environmental Services section of Waterford City Council to check compliance with the section 16 notices. Premises found to be in breach of the statutory notices may be subject to a fine of €3,000 in the District Court. 

The Environmental Services department of Waterford City Council compiled this article. 
For further information, contact : 
Ella Ryan, Environment Awareness Officer, 
Wallace House, Maritana Gate, Canada Street, 
Waterford. 
Telephone:  051 849938

Website: www.waterfordcity.ie 
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Waterford City Council, City Hall, The Mall, Waterford.    
Comhairle Cathrach Phort Láirge, Halla na Cathrach, An Meall, Port Láirge. 

051-309900              info@waterfordcity.ie
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