"It’s A Family Affair":

Family Portraits from the Annie Brophy Photographic Collection, 1920s-1970s
Almost 90 years ago a young Waterford woman, Annie Brophy, took the courageous and, for the time, highly unusual step of setting up her own business.  Not only that, but she chose a profession which would have been far outside the normal, narrow career choices available to women in early 20th century Ireland.  In so doing, she became probably the first female professional photographer in Ireland.

Little could Miss Brophy have known that her career as a photographer would extend for over 55 years!  Nor could she have had any idea that her life’s work would become such an integral and cherished part of the cultural and historical scene of the city in which she was born and lived her entire life.
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Figure 1: Frankie Walsh, captain of the 1959 All-Ireland winning Waterford hurling team with his brother, Christy & family.
At the heart of Miss Brophy’s work were FAMILIES.  She did not photograph the rich and famous, she photographed the real people of her place, the rapidly changing Ireland in which she lived.  Her photographs always capture a moment in time, allowing us all the pleasure of experiencing that moment and those people.

Most families in the city and surrounding area have treasured examples of Miss Brophy’s work in their homes.  Every bit as important as the portraits themselves are the cherished memories people have of the day and time the photographs were taken.  A visit to her studio in Barker Street was an integral part of many important events in people’s lives. 
In 2005 Waterford City Council purchased her entire collection (estimated at over 60,000 negatives!) as a fitting tribute to the life’s work of this remarkable woman.

This exhibition, the eleventh curated from the Collection by Waterford City Archives, features another new selection from the huge choice of images in the Collection.  This time the theme is FAMILY PORTRAITS and will show 72 images from the 1920s to the end of Annie’s long career in the late 1970s.
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Figure 2: We do not have any information on this charming family from the mid-1940s except “Kelly, 31 Trinity Square, Waterford”.  Can anyone help to identify them?

The exhibition includes subjects from Waterford, Wexford, Kilkenny, Tipperary, Carlow and further afield.  All of the images are studio portraits but the content and style of the photographs varies greatly.  The content varies from the playfulness, innocence and wonder of youth to the pride, protection and experience of age.  Overall, the photographs show the togetherness, tenderness and love associated with “family”.
The exhibition will take place in Christ Church Cathedral, one of Waterford city’s most iconic buildings.  Christ Church has been a constant presence in Waterford, in one form or another, since the 11th century.  Built on a site of Christian worship which dates back to 1050, and probably before, the building is steeped in history.  It also is a venue of superior quality and unique atmosphere that plays a vital role in the life Waterford city.
Donal Moore, City Archivist, said “We were spoiled for choice in selecting images for this exhibition-as a matter of fact we could have selected hundreds!  I do think that the final selection reflects Annie’s professionalism and attention to detail as well as the happiness associated with having a portrait taken as part of a family.”
[image: image3.jpg]



Figure 3: Steps of stairs!  Annette, John, Francis, Paddy & Pam Hughes, Church Road, Johnstown, Co Kilkenny, 1959-60
The exhibition takes place as part of National Heritage Week and the Archives Awareness Campaign- an ongoing celebration of all kinds of fascinating archive treasures throughout Ireland and the United Kingdom.  For further details on National Heritage Week events, locally, nationally and internationally, see www.heritageweek.ie .  For further details on Archives Awareness Campaign events, locally, nationally and internationally, see www.archiveawareness.com .

The exhibition will run from Friday 19th August until Saturday 1st October 2011 in Christ Church Cathedral, Cathedral Square, Waterford.

Opening hours are Monday-Friday, 10.00-18.00; Saturday, 10.00-16.00
As part of Heritage Week, the Cathedral will also be open on Sunday 21st August & Sunday 28th August, 12.00-16.00

Admission is FREE

ENDS

For further information on this exhibition or the Annie Brophy Photographic Collection please contact Donal Moore, City Archivist, on 051-843123, 087-8185715 or archives@waterfordcity.ie .
