Bronze Age Exhibition

PRESS RELEASE
In a highly entertaining speech Dr Pat Wallace Director of the National Museum of Ireland has just opened a display of stunning gold and bronze objects in a major temporary exhibition on the Bronze Age in Waterford Museum of Treasures.  Such is the enduring quality of gold that the pieces of jewellery gleam today as bright as the day they were made in Waterford 4000 years ago, such as the lunula (crescent-moon-shape necklace) found in Co Waterford in 1829 or the two gold bracelets found in Waterford city in 2006.
Entitled Bronze into Gold, the Bronze Age in the Sunny South-East the exhibition is the first to tell the story of the Bronze Age (c2500 – 500 BC) communities in Waterford and the south-east region through the monuments and artefacts that they have left behind.  The exhibition was prompted by the discovery of the two Late Bronze Age bracelets in Waterford. 
Substantial new evidence for Bronze Age activity has also recently been uncovered on fifty sites along the route of the recently completed N25 Waterford City Bypass and at an industrial estate in the western suburbs of the city.  These new discoveries have highlighted the breadth of evidence for Bronze Age activity in the area.

In contrast with other periods of human history the imprint of our Bronze Age ancestors on the landscape is not so easily recognisable.  The exhibition skilfully weaves together the evidence from recent excavations with the results of earlier excavations and many finds in the 19th century.  Some highlights are the cordoned urn and grave-goods excavated in 1939 at the Harristown megalithic tomb near Dunmore East, the hoard of bronze tools and weapons from Knockmaon Bog, west Waterford and a complete saddle quern and rubbing stone from Ballyduff East. 
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	The exhibition includes a visually stunning collection of bronze and gold objects loaned by some of the premier museums in Ireland and Britain.  Principal among these are objects collected by a 19th century antiquary Redmond Anthony who lived at Piltown, Co. Kilkenny. Anthony collected and preserved a significant number of Bronze Age gold objects from south-east Ireland. Objects from his collection were eventually acquired by the National Museum of Ireland and the British Museum. Originating in the Waterford area, many of these objects have not been seen here for 180 years.




The story of the Bronze Age as told in the exhibition is one of a dynamic and changing society that was creative and outward-looking.  Our Bronze Age ancestors traded commodities with similar groups in southern Britain and as a result south-east Ireland became part of a wider Atlantic Bronze Age trading network that extended as far as Iberia and the Mediterranean.
Sponsored by the Departments of Tourism, Culture and Sport and of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the exhibition has been made possible by the generosity of the National Museum of Ireland, the Hunt Museum and the British Museum. Runs to end of September 2010.  Lunula-making workshops.  ADMISSION FREE.
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