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Press Release – For immediate release

A new “French Connection” for Waterford City

If you’ve ever been to France, you have no doubt seen groups of people gathered in gravelly pits and shaded by the trees from the mid-day sun, a few others looking on with coffee in hand and the only sounds the clinking of steel and an occasional whoop of victory. Anybody passing the People’s Park in Waterford City in the last few days might see some groundworks being undertaken near the Café by the main entrance. What is happening is the development of a recreational area with a specific purpose and a very distinctive French connection. 

Petanque, sometimes called Boules, is a leisurely game of French origin suitable to all age groups. Other than being played with steel or wooden balls, called boules and with the jack as target, it is very similar to a game of horseshoes. Its dissimilarity to lawn bowls is that it is more a tossing game than a bowling game and is played in a gravelly pen called a piste, with dimensions of about 4m x 15m.

And so over the next few weeks, the Council will be developing a piste or boules court as a recognition of the City’s French connections and as a contribution to cultural diversity but also as part of its on-going commitment to the development of recreational opportunities for all of its citizens.

There are really great reasons why somebody should play a game of petanque:

1.  It is suitable for all ages, male or female
1.  It can be played in the wonderful fresh air of the gorgeous People’s Park
1.  It is a wonderful chance to socialise and have fun with friends and companions and afterwards have a chat in any of the local hostelries and cafés
1.  It is very inexpensive – the only cost is the initial outlay for a set of “boules” which can be bought for about €25.

The court should be finished and playable before the end of June. And so, just think. The warm summer sun – even the Irish sun, a bit of gentle exercise, good companions, a relaxing cup of coffee, a bit of competition for devilment. All in all, not a bad combination prior to heading for a pint and a good laugh. Or indeed a glass of wine. After all, 17 million French people can’t be wrong. 
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Waterford City Council, City Hall, The Mall, Waterford.    
Comhairle Cathrach Phort Láirge, Halla na Cathrach, An Meall, Port Láirge. 
051-309900              info@waterfordcity.ie
image1.png
i Vatsiford




image2.jpeg




image3.png




image4.png
((ﬂ)) EMNCGINEERS

IRELAND

E I ACCREDITED COMPANY




