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Responsibilities and obligations of Dog Owners
1. You must have a current licence for your dog. A licence costs €12.70 and is available at your local post office. An Post will notify the Council of all licences purchased. The City Council’s Dog Warden can call at any time to check for licences. Failure to produce a current licence for your dog will lead to a fine.
 
2. Dogs must be kept under control in a public place.

3. All dogs must wear a collar bearing the name and address of the owner, or have a microchip inserted.

4. Certain breeds of potentially dangerous dogs must be kept on a short strong lead and muzzled whenever they are in a public place. 
 
5. A person in charge of a dog must clean up when the dog fouls in a public place. Owners who fail to clean up after their dog are liable to an on-the-spot fine of €150 under the Litter Pollution Act 1997. 

Dog Fouling

Section 22 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 makes it an offence for the person in charge of a dog not to clean up when their dog fouls in a public place. Please act responsibly - clean up after your dog and dispose of the dirt in a suitable sanitary manner; use a paper bag. 

Dog dirt is a health hazard and some day your child might be affected by someone else’s failure to ‘do the right thing’. Failure to clean up your dog’s waste can lead to a €150 “on-the-spot” fine or on summary conviction to a fine of up to €3,000. 

Pooper scoopers and dog bags are available free of charge from all public offices of Waterford City Council, veterinary offices and pet stores. Dog litter can be disposed of in any litter bin in the City.

 

Dog Identification

The Control of Dogs Regulations 1998 (Statutory Instrument No. 442 of 1998) require the owner or other person in charge of a dog to ensure that at all times, the dog wears a collar having the name and address of the owner on an attached plate, badge or disc.  The regulations contain penalties for non-compliance with this requirement or for defacing or rendering illegible the above particulars.

While the law does not require an owner to micro-chip their dog at present, it is a good means to ensure that if your dog goes astray, when found it can be reunited with you/its owner quickly.  It’s a once-off procedure, the chip is about the size of a grain of rice and is secure and permanent.  All stray dogs brought into the dog shelter are scanned for a micro chip and it assists the dog wardens and pound keeper in reuniting owners with their dogs. 

What powers do dog wardens have?

The powers of dogs wardens include the power to request the name and address of a person where there are reasonable grounds for believing the person is committing, or has committed, an offence under the dog control legislation; to seize and detain any dog and to enter any premises (other than a dwelling), for the purpose of such seizure or detention. It is an offence to impede or obstruct a dog warden in carrying out his/her duties.

What can I do about barking dogs?

Excessive barking which causes a nuisance to any person is an offence.   In a good, neighbourly manner, let the dog’s owner know how the barking affects you. They may not have realised what was happening. If that approach fails, a complaint about excessive barking should be made to the District Court under the noise regulations. To do this, you must first inform the dog owner in writing using a prescribed form, which can be obtained from your local authority or local district court.

Rules relating to certain breeds of dog

The Control of Dogs Regulations 1998 place controls on 10 breeds of dogs namely the American Pit Bull Terrier; English Bull Terrier; Staffordshire Bull Terrier; Bull Mastiff; Doberman Pinscher; German Shepherd (Alsatian); Rhodesian Ridgeback; Rottweiler; Japanese Akita; Japanese Tosa and to every dog of the type commonly known as a Ban Dog (or Bandog). 

The controls, which must be observed when the dog is in a public place, require that these dogs, or strains and crosses thereof, 
1. Must be kept on a strong short lead [only up to 2 metres long] by a person over 16 years of age who is capable of controlling them. 
2. The dog/s must be securely muzzled. 
3. The dog needs to wear a collar bearing its name and the address of the owner 

The rules on muzzling and leashing do not apply to dogs used by the Gardaí, the Dublin Harbour Police, State Airport Police and bona fide rescue teams in rescue operations. The rules on muzzling do not apply to guide dogs for the blind.







[image: image3.png]


  [image: image4.png]((ﬂ)) EMNCGINEERS

IRELAND

E I ACCREDITED COMPANY



 

Waterford City Council, City Hall, The Mall, Waterford.    
Comhairle Cathrach Phort Láirge, Halla na Cathrach, An Meall, Port Láirge. 

051-309900              info@waterfordcity.ie
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