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Minutes of Waterford City Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on 29th November 2010, in the Council Chamber City Hall.

Present: Cllr M. Roche (Chair), Cllr Cha O’Neill, Cllr J. Cummins, Cllr G Wyse, Cllr J. Walsh, 

Mr M. Walsh City Manager,  Mr  L. Power Director of Services Housing Community & Enterprise & Culture, Chief Superintendent P V. Murphy,  Supt. C. Delaney, Breda Halligan (WCCF), Senator M. Cummins, Tom Phelan (WCCF).
Apologies: Mr B. O’Shea TD, Cllr D Cullinane, Cllr H. Quinlan, Cllr D. Roche, Cllr J. Darcy, Cllr J. Halligan,  Cllr D Walsh,  Cllr S. Ryan , Mr B. Kenneally, T.D. Sen. P Coffey, Senthil Ramasamy (WCCF),
In attendance: K. Connolly, V. O’Shea, Sgt. P. Conway (Garda Nat. JPC Monitoring Office)
	1.
	Confirmation of Minutes


It was proposed by Cllr Cha O’Neill, seconded by Cllr G Wyse and agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on the 26th July 2010 be confirmed and signed.

	2.
	Matters Arising


None
	3.
	Community Safety Strategy


An update on the progress of the Community Safety Strategy was given by V. O’Shea, highlighting progress on the Family Supports, Situational Crime Prevention, Social Planning & Crime Prevention and Policing & Enforcement strands of the strategy. The update gave specific reference to the November Month of Community Safety where a number of workshops and awareness campaigns were delivered within the Neighbourhoods regarding community safety.
In reply to a query in respect of the “Designing a Safer Waterford” seminar it was confirmed that the workshop would provide an upskilling opportunity for all  stakeholders involved in creating safer communities and particularly those involved in design/maintenance/management of estates/open spaces to look at good practice.  The workshop would also afford the opportunity to explore secure design on existing ‘spaces’ that are concerns or community safety hotspots.  
The joined up work of an Garda Siochana/Waterford City Council with local communities was commended in creating a safer and more enjoyable Halloween for all.  A call to ensure that community and family support projects be involved in delivery of any family support training was also made. 
	4.
	       Garda Report


Superintendent C Delaney presented the Garda report comparing provisional figures in 2010 to date with same period last year.
	Crime      
	2009
	2010
	Drugs
	                            2009
	2010

	Burglary
	502
	494
	Section 3
	638
	455

	Theft Other
	314
	362
	Section 15
	82
	88

	Theft from Shop
	543
	617
	
	
	

	Theft from MPV
	294
	250
	
	
	

	Robbery Establishment
Robbery Person                                  
	9
36
	25
38
	
	
	


	Public Order.
	2009
	2010
	Traffic 
	2009
	2010

	Public Order
	814
	588
	Fatal collisions
	0
	0

	Drunk
	343
	306
	Serious collisions
	4 
	2

	Assault causing harm
	87
	86
	Non serious collisions
	51
	54

	Minor assault
	234
	188
	Drink driving
	185
	166


Cllr G.Wyse –  
Query re extent of substitute products in heroin supply locally and also whether                                       there  was marked increase in jewellery theft?
Supt.C Delaney – no evidence of prevalence of substitute product in heroin and City has seen increase   in small thefts including that of cash and jewellery
Cllr J Cummins – Query re breakdown of aggravated burglary; success in court charges in robberies of establishment; assault causing harm figures inclusive of unreported incidents?
Supt.C Delaney – Aggravated burglary figures will be presented at next meeting; courts have been very suppportive  enabling detection rates; Assault causing Harm figures are for formal complaints only                            
Cllr J. Walsh  –    Query re any more work that could be done re prevention of burglary with communities/businesses; nature of aggravated assaults 
Supt. C Delaney – Work done in communities and Neighbourhood Watch/Business Watch has been positive and needs to be sustained; alcohol would be factor in a lot of cases of aggravated assault                                

Sen M Cummins – Query re level of feedback to victims in incidents of Burglary; process and priority areas of 2011 policing plan
Supt C Delaney– Gardai endeavour to always feedback to burglary victims – accepted that there may be cases where it may have not happened and would welcome information of same.  Chief Supt. PV Murphy outlined process of 2011 Policing Plan Development  and that local consultation would be part of process in 2011 and an Garda Siochana will engage with JPC re same.  The Priority areas would be as per National Policy but would include enforcement on criminal families and restorative practice as part of Waterford Plan. 
B. Halligan –       Wished to complement an Garda Siochana/Waterford City Council in Halloween effort and outlined example of working together; wished to verify many of Supt. Delaney’s responses re working with local Communities
Cllr J. Walsh  –  acknowledgement of role of  residents/communities should be made re Halloween                                  

	5.
	      City Council Report


Waterford City Manager Michael Walsh, gave outline of Waterford City Council Report which primarily focused on adverse weather conditions and responses to same.  A cautionary message re travel/arrangements and the need to keep a look out for the more vulnerable members of Waterford’s Community was called for.  An update on road conditions and Waterford City Council responses to same was provided and a commitment to keep the public up to date with information was given.
Sen M Cummins/Cllr J. Walsh – commended WCC staff in effort in responding to footpath/road conditions

Cllr J. Cummins –Query re extent of fleet at disposal of Council in responding to snow/ice and whether local grit banks could be established in estates?

M. Walsh           – Council had gritter/snow plough in operation but plough required greater depths of snow to be effective – satisfied that fleet could cope with conditions.  The concept of grit banks was raised at Oireachtas level as there were liability concerns and further clarity may be provided in the coming months. 

1.0 Enforcement under the Waste Management Acts 1996 (as amended)

	Enforcement Activity
	Jan – Dec 2007
	Jan – Nov 2008
	Jan – Dec 2009
	Jan – Nov 2010

	Legal Actions Initiated (Prosecutions)
	19
	25
	13
	7

	Sec. 18 Notices  (info required on what person is doing with waste)
	146 (Survey)
	16
	36
	16

	Sec. 55 Notices (removal of waste)
	86
	42
	61
	89

	Sec. 71 Notices (abandoned cars)
	105
	184
	94
	104

	Warning Letters
	101
	93
	92
	73

	No. of Environmental Complaints, General and Enforcement.
	2689
	2255
	1482
	985

	Total for notices served
	457
	360
	296
	282


1.1 Enforcement under the Litter Pollution Acts 1996 – 2009

	Enforcement Activity
	Jan – Dec 2007
	Jan – Nov 2008
	Jan – Dec 2009
	Jan – Nov 2010

	Legal Actions Initiated
	25
	16
	23
	3 (5 pending)

	Convictions secured
	8
	11
	3 (most paid costs before  court)
	2

	On the spot fines issued
	465
	411
	382
	457

	On the spots fines paid
	399
	348
	275
	314

	Number of Notices issued
	126
	29
	159 (Graffiti)
	3


2.0 Anti-social behaviour

The numbers of anti-social complaints for 2010 (as of November 16th) are as follows;

	General disturbance
	33

	Threats & Intimidation
	22

	Violence
	14

	Damage to property
	13

	Noise
	18

	Drugs
	7

	Alcohol/solvent abuse
	2


The anti-social behaviour office continues to work closely with the Community Gardai and the Area Drugs Squad. Following discussion with Superintendent Delaney it has been agreed that there will be bi-monthly meetings with the Community Gardai and the Area Drugs Squad, and this has been incorporated in the upcoming Anti-social Behaviour Strategy.

One household actively engaged in anti-social behaviour has surrendered the house this year.

2.1 Abandoned houses

There have been 21 abandoned house enquiries, some still ongoing; 

· In 10 cases the tenants have been traced and have surrendered the house 

· 2 other houses were taken back into stock after the tenants could not be traced

· 2 houses were abandoned post a Demand for Possession for rent arrears and are back in stock

2.2 Deferrals/Refusals

We are continuing to be proactive with regard to housing applicants who are or have been engaged in anti-social behaviour.

The following chart demonstrates this quite clearly, as the general trend since 2006 is an increase in deferrals or refusals for housing.
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2.3 Court
There has been one successful application for an Excluding Order this year, whereby the occupant who had been convicted for serious drugs offences is now excluded from his ex-partners house in Crystal Court, and the estate of Crystal Court.

There are 4 illegal occupier cases where it has become necessary to apply to the District Court for Warrants for Possession; 2 are due to be heard in early December, and the other 2 early in the New Year.

2.4 Anti-social Behaviour Strategy; Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 
The new Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 has a requirement that the City Council completes an Anti Social behaviour Strategy by the end of November 2010 and we will be adapting our present ASB policy to reflect the changes required under the New Act.  The consultation process is now complete, and it is envisaged the new strategy will be adopted very shortly.

In summary the Act provides for the following;

· All housing authorities will adopt an anti-social behaviour strategy by November 30th 2010
· An amendment to the definition of anti-social behaviour as given in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997
· Tenancy agreements drawn up by housing authorities must include terms and conditions relating to anti-social behaviour, and provisions relating to the prohibition of and consequences of allowing persons against whom there is an Excluding Order in force, in relation to a dwelling, to enter that dwelling

· Excluding Order provisions under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997 will now apply to dwellings subject to Rental Accommodation Availability Agreements (Chapter 4), dwellings sold under the Incremental Purchase Scheme, dwellings sold under the Tenant Purchase of Apartments Schemes, and Sites for Travellers
· Additional powers to housing authorities to prevent the re-sale of properties by Incremental or Tenant Purchasers where the prospective purchaser is or has been engaged in anti-social behaviour, or where the sale would not be in the interests of good estate management
· An extension to scope of the exchange of information between housing authorities and specified bodies under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997 to include;
a) Occupants of, or applicants for sites for travellers

b) Applicants for, or beneficiaries of, housing support under existing affordable housing schemes

c) Tenants of, or applicants for accommodation under a Rental Accommodation Availability Agreements (Chapter 4)

d) Applicants for, or beneficiaries of, housing support under the Incremental Purchase Scheme

e) Applicants for, or beneficiaries of, housing support under the Tenant Purchase of Apartments Scheme

f) Applicants for, or beneficiaries of housing support under the new Affordable Dwelling Purchase Arrangements

· The expansion of powers to defer or refuse the allocation or sale of a dwelling so it now also applies to;

a) Rental Accommodation Availability Agreements (Chapter 4) allocations

b) Incremental Purchase Scheme sales

c) Tenant Purchase of Apartments Scheme sales

d) Affordable Dwelling Purchase Arrangements sales

	6.
	Correspondence


(i) Clonard Park Residents Association re plan to reconstruct Group Housing on Green Road.  
(ii) Local Drugs Task Force re derelict site of Ard Ri Hotel and concerns re current use as substance misuse/anti-social behaviour area.
Cllr J Cummins – Query re clarity on plans for reconstruction of Green Road Group House?
L. Power  – outlined history of group housing at Green Rd and Waterford City Council executive commitment to rebuilding house and not letting criminal activity dictate matters.  A hardstanding area would be developed to accommodate family in question on site during the reconstruction and would be removed once completed.  

Cllr C.  O’Neill – Query re clarity on house and number of caravans planned for reconstruction of Green Road Group House?
M. Walsh          – outlined statutory obligation re housing and specifically traveller accommodation.  The need to ensure that stakeholders involved in policing/enforcement do not concede to criminals was re-emphasised and cited Garda determination responding to traveller feud needing to be matched by Council in this particular case.  
B. Halligan      – Query re obligation to nearby residents and that local community should be listened to?
M. Walsh          – outlined local residents/community were not being ignored and understood community position but reiterated statutory obligation to deliver on what was committed to re housing and specifically traveller accommodation.  

Sen M.Cummins  – Query re convictions if any re arson attacks on group house on green Rd.?
Supt C. Delaney   – None gathered  

Cllr C.  O’Neill – Query re position on Ard Ri building and NAMA context ?
L. Power          – outlined Waterford City Council are engaged in process to find solution and secure site  

Cllr G. Wyse   – Query re position of Waterford City Council to check site?
M. Walsh          – outlined that Waterford City Council served notice to move site from dereliction, the time period to respond to same had elapsed and Council were now seeking to do works dependent on budget.  

Cllr J. Cummins – Query re Gardai and level of focus on site?
Supt C. Delaney  – Gardai aware of activity and have power to access site 

Cllr J. Walsh      – Query re nature of ASB cases in court ?
K. Connolly       – Outlined a warrant for possession was withdrawn without prejudice arising from legal advice and also an exclusion order was granted for 3 year period.  

	7.
	Any Other Business


None
Next meeting 24th January, 2011
Signed:
 _________________________________
Chairperson
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