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Minutes of Waterford City Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on 26th July 2010, in the Council Chamber City Hall.

Present: Cllr M. Roche (Chair), Cllr H. Quinlan, Cllr Cha O’Neill, Cllr D Cullinane, Cllr  J. Cummins, Cllr G Wyse, Cllr S. Ryan, Cllr J. Walsh.
Mr M. Walsh City Manager, Mr  L. Power Director  of Services Housing Community & Enterprise & Culture, Chief Superintendent P V. Murphy,  Supt. C. Delaney, Mr B. O’Shea TD, , Senator M. Cummins., Mr B. Kenneally, T.D. Sen. P Coffey,   Breda Halligan, Senthil Ramasamy , Tom Phelan
Apologies: Cllr D. Roche, Cllr J. Darcy,  Cllr J. Halligan,  Cllr D Walsh,  
In attendance: K. Kennedy, V. O’Shea, ,  Sgt. P. Conway,  Garda Nat. JPC Monitoring Office.
	1.
	Confirmation of Minutes


It was proposed by Sen. P. Coffey, seconded by Cllr Cha O’Neill, and agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on the 29th March 2010 be confirmed and signed.

	2.
	Matters Arising


None
	3.
	Community Safety Strategy


An update on the progress of the Community Safety Strategy was given by V. O’Shea, highlighting progress on Family Supports, Situational Crime Prevention, Social Planning & Crime Prevention and Policing & Enforcement. The update made reference to a dedicated Community Safety week planned for late Autumn.
In reply to a query in respect of the heroine use in the City the Mayor confirmed a Workshop would be held on the third Monday in September with representatives from the Garda and HSE to deal with this issue.
The Committee welcomed the initiative of the Mayor.
	4.
	       Garda Report


Superintendent C Delaney presented the Garda report comparing provisional figures in 2010 to date with same period last year.

	Crime      
	2009
	2010
	Drugs
	                            2009
	2010

	Burglary
	287
	307
	Section 3
	406
	284

	Theft Other
	176
	202
	Section 15
	46
	49

	Theft from Shop
	314
	401
	
	
	

	Theft from MPV
	162
	158
	
	
	

	Robbery Establishment
Robbery Person                                  
	2
17
	18
24
	
	
	


	Public Order.
	2009
	2010
	Traffic 
	2009
	2010

	Public Order
	488
	377
	Fatal collisions
	1
	0

	Drunk
	210
	197
	Serious collisions
	2 
	2

	Assault causing harm
	59
	58
	Non serious collisions
	39
	24

	Minor assault
	138
	120
	Drink driving
	134
	97


Cllr D. Cullinane – Querying the 2010 level of surveillance/resources v 2009 re drunk driving figures?
Supt. C. Delaney –The same level of resources were given in 2010

Cllr D. Cullinane – Query re growth in number of incidents of anti-social activity in 10-14 year olds?

Supt. C. Delaney – Where people are/feel intimidated the Gardai should be contacted                                 
Cllr D. Cullinane – Concerns re nature and delays in Garda Clearance Certs being processed 
Supt. C. Delaney – Vetting done Nationally with Central vetting unit based in Tipperary.                                

Cllr G Wyse –         Can extra Gardai patrol the City centre to deal with shop theft?

Supt. C. Delaney –  We can look at putting extra Gardai in place.

Cllr. S. Ryan –         What are the figures for knife crime in Waterford.
Supt. C. Delaney –  Will revert with figures at next JPC session.                                 

Cllr. L O Neill –     Is theft from shops drugs related?


   What can be done about leaflet drops late at night?
Supt. C. Delaney – A significant amount is drug related


   People should ring the Gardai if this is causing anxiety

B O’ Shea TD –     How many intoxicated drivers have been charged?


  Query re people being intimidated by debt collectors?


  Is administration of justice undermined because of poor court facilities? 

Supt. C. Delaney – Will revert with figures at next JPC session.
 

  Public should contact Gardai where intimidation is used as means to collect debts
     

  Not the appropriate agency to answer re facility provision.
Cllr. J. Cummins – Does the Public Order Act apply to public and private estates?


  Do figures refer to drug detection only/are figures for convictions available ?
Supt. C. Delaney – The Public Order Act applies to private and public estates.



   Figures for detections and can result in a number of outcomes. 
Sen. P. Coffey –     Have Gardai adequate resources/up to date equipment to deal with drug issues?


   Have Gardai used the 2009 Act to deal with anti-social behaviour?                            
Supt. C. Delaney – Resources are adequate and have not changed


   Detection is important and it is evident our plans are working well.

Chief Superintendent P.V. Murphy informed the meeting of the escalation in drug use and demand among citizens.  Gardai are working with the different agencies and communities in combating these problems and the resultant criminal activity that drug use brings about and that an Garda Siochana are committed to working with its partners in making the City safer through education, crime prevention and enforcement.
Breda Halligan – query re figures/reports available from community policing and re ASBO’s 
Supt. C. Delaney – Community Policing working well and ASBOs were part of Garda response 
Chief Supt. P.V. Murphy updated the meeting re Headshops and advised re legislation now in place to regulate Head Shops and the drugs squad is active in monitoring activity.
	5.
	      City Council Report


1. 
Transportation

Capital Schemes - Schemes in progress

M9 Motorway to Dublin – The final stretch of the M9 Waterford – Dublin motorway is scheduled to open in October. The scheme comprises of 40km of dual-carriageway linking the Carlow Bypass to Knocktopher and will provide a full motorway from the Grannagh junction to the M50 in Dublin.

Green Routes – 

· Dunmore Road Phase 1 was completed in May and has generally been very well received. Work on travel planning with the schools has commenced and will resume in the Autumn school term 

· The Mall / Quays – The Part 8 Planning process for this scheme commenced in July and proposes a very significant alteration to both the Quays and The Mall including two new roundabouts on the Quays, bus lanes, cycle lanes, improved pavements, pedestrian crossings and new bus stops. The Scheme is currently on public display and will revert to the Council for decision in September.

New Schemes

Tramore Road Flood Relief – The upgrade works on the Tramore Road are largely complete.  The present temporary road surface will be replaced later in the Autumn with a permanent asphalt overlay.

Knockboy Junction – this scheme comprises a significant upgrade and total realignment of the Knockboy / Williamstown Road / Kilcarragh Road junction. Construction commenced in June and is scheduled for completion by late September. 

Old Tramore Road – this scheme comprises a realignment and upgrade of the road from the Outer Ring Road to Avondale and includes public lighting, footpaths and cycle-tracks.  A contractor has been appointed and it is anticipated that construction will commence following the annual builders holidays. 

Kilbarry Road – an upgrade to the Kilbarry Road is planned to cover the area from the Outer Ring Road to the Ballybeg Drive junction. Included in the scheme is a new roundabout at the Ballybeg Drive / Lacken Road junction, resurfacing of the road, public lighting and footpaths.  Tenders for the scheme have been re-advertised and it is intended to progress the scheme to contract later in 2010. 

Operational Issues

Heavy Goods Vehicle Restrictions – following consideration by the SPC and Council earlier in the year, a series of weight restrictions on a number of roads were introduced aimed at limiting HGV movements through a number of residential areas. The roads which restrictions apply on include Bilberry / Quarry Road, Gracedieu Road, Ozanam Street, Morrisson’s Avenue, Griffith Place, Slievekeale Road and Cannon Street.

The restrictions are being actively enforced by the Gardai.

To date the volume of HGV movements on these roads has decreased significantly. The Council would intend reviewing the scheme later in the year. 

Traffic Signage

An overall review of the signage on the new City N25 Bypass which is being undertaken in conjunction with the NRA is almost complete. This review will result in changes to a number of signs, the correction of deficiencies and the addition of a number of new information and traffic directional signs.
Within the City, all signage relating to the national primary network and the new Bypass has been updated to reflect the new roads infrastructure
Car Parking

To facilitate visitor access to the new Waterford Crystal centre, the existing Bolton Street car-park was substantially upgraded in June. The number of spaces has more than doubled to 148 and a new coach parking area for 18 full size coaches has been provided.

2.         Anti-social behaviour

The numbers of anti-social complaints for 2010 (as of July 16th) are as follows;

	General disturbance
	29

	Threats & Intimidation
	13

	Violence
	12

	Damage to property
	9

	Noise
	8

	Drugs
	5


The anti-social behaviour office continues to work closely with the Community Gardai and the Area Drugs Squad.

One household actively engaged in anti-social behaviour has surrendered the house this year.

Abandoned houses.

There have been 14 abandoned house enquiries. In 8 cases the tenants have been traced and have surrendered the house. 2 other houses were taken back into stock after they could not be traced.

Deferrals/Refusals.

We are continuing to be proactive with regard to housing applicants who are or have been engaged in anti-social behaviour. 6 applications have been deferred and 5 have been refused. Under the new Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, these deferrals and refusals now also apply to the RAS scheme and any other leasing arrangements provided by the City Council.

Court.

There are 2 cases before the Court, one is an Excluding Order application and the other is an application for a Warrant for Possession.

Anti-social Behaviour Strategy.

The new Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act has a requirement that the City Council completes an Anti Social behaviour Strategy by November 2010 and we will be adapting our present ASB policy to reflect the changes required under the New Act.  This will be dealt with through the SPC and has in fact commenced.

The principal changes arising from the new legislation refer to the following:

· A requirement to adopt an Anti Social Behaviour Strategy on a five year basis.

· The extension of the definition of Antisocial behaviour to include behaviour that causes impairment of a person’s use or enjoyment of her home and to include damage or defacement to property including a person’s home.

· The extension of the application of exclusion orders to new schemes such as incremental purchase.

· An extension, for the purposes of carrying out housing functions, to provisions relating to the exchange information about particular persons.

The Act also requires that we consult with the Gardai, the HSE and the Joint Policing Committee. The Gardai and the HSE have been duly consulted, and at the last JPC meeting a draft of the proposed strategy was presented. 
3.
Enforcement Activity under the Litter Pollution Acts 1997 – 2003.

January 2010 – June 2010

	Legal Action Initiated
	2

	On the Spot Fines Issued
	168

	On the Spot Fines Paid
	125

	Number of Notices Issued
	 4

	
	


Enforcement under the Waste Management Acts 1996 – 2007.

January 2010 – June 2010

	No. of Complaints
	605

	Legal Actions
	3

	Section 18’s Served
	8  - (Information on what business and residence is doing with waste)

	Section 55’s Served
	 45 - (Removal of Waste from back gardens)

	Section 71’s Served
	 63 - (Abandoned cars)

	Warning Letters Sent
	40 – (waste and litter issues)


Questions were dealt with in respect of flood relief at Waterside, coach parking in Bolton Street – CCTV monitoring , litter pollution and waste management, signage at old Waterford Crystal , Cork Road.

	6.
	Question.


From Senator Paudie Coffey
“Will the Gardai ensure that Ballybricken area is kept clear of anti-social behaviour in order that citizens can enjoy park areas.” 
Supt. C. Delaney  confirmed that all areas of City are a priority including Ballybricken.  
	7.
	Correspondence


None
	8.
	Any other business


Breda Halligan asked that reports circulate with the Agenda.
Cllr. S. Ryan asked they be circulated electronically.
Next meeting 29th November, 2010
Signed:
 _________________________________
Chairperson
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