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Draft Minutes of Waterford City Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on 29th March 2010, in the Council Chamber City Hall.

Present: Cllr M. Roche (Chair), Cllr H. Quinlan, Cllr Cha O’Neill, Cllr D Cullinane, Cllr J. Cummins, Cllr G Wyse, Cllr D Walsh 
Mr  L. Power Director  of Services Housing Community & Enterprise, Chief Superintendent P V. Murphy,  Supt. C. Delaney, Mr B. O’Shea TD, , Senator M. Cummins. Sen. P Coffey   Breda Halligan, 
Apologies: Cllr D Roche, Cllr J. Halligan  Mayor,  Cllr J. Darcy,  Cllr S. Ryan, Cllr J. Walsh, Mr M. Walsh City Manager, Mr B. Kenneally TD. Tom Phelan, Anne Goodwin

In attendance: B. Duggan, V. O’Shea, G. Hegarty, K Connolly,  Sgt. P. Conway,  Garda Nat. JPC Monitoring Office.
	1.
	Confirmation of Minutes

	


It was proposed by Cllr H. Quinlan, seconded by Cllr Cha O’Neill, and agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on the 9th November 2009 be confirmed and signed.

	2.
	Matters Arising


Cllr D Cullinane. -  Can we have a report on Community Policing at next meeting?
Chief Supt. P. Murphy – Community policing model adopted and being implemented                          across City will update at next meeting 
	3.
	Community Safety Strategy


An update on the progress of the Community Safety Strategy was given by V O Shea, highlighting progress under the four themes of Family Supports, Situational Crime Prevention, Social Planning & Crime Prevention and Policing & Enforcement. The neighbourhood clinics were working well and Waterford City Safe is having an impact.
Issues relating to those who need family support and do not get it, community based drug programme impact, and community policing fora roll out were discussed. 

	4.
	       Garda Report


Superintendent C Delaney presented the Garda report comparing provisional figures in 2010 to date with same period last year.

	Crime      
	2009
	2010
	Drugs
	                            2009
	2010

	Burglary
	130
	130
	Section 3
	227
	120

	Theft Other
	73
	76
	Section 15
	24
	12

	Theft from Shop
	131
	178
	
	
	

	Theft from MPV
	76
	76
	
	
	

	Robbery Establishment
Robbery Person                                  
	1
14
	8

11
	
	
	


	Public Order.
	2009
	2010
	Traffic 
	2009
	2010

	Public Order
	242
	141
	Fatal collisions
	1
	0

	Drunk
	73
	77
	Serious collisions
	1 
	1

	Assault causing harm
	18
	29
	Non serious collisions
	9
	9

	Minor assault
	55
	48
	Drink driving
	66
	56

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Cllr. J Cummins – Are aggravated burglaries included in burglary figures?

                               What is leading to high seizures in heroine?

                               In Public order offences how many bought to court?

Supt. C. Delaney - Aggravated burglaries included under robberies from establishment.

                                 Gardai concentrate on users and dealers.
                                 Offenders entitled to adult caution if no previous offence.
Cllr D. Cullinane – Is increase in robbery from shops serial shoplifters or newcomers?

 Supt. C. Delaney - Vast majority relate to repeat offenders.
Cllr. L O Neill – Theft from shops are they by locals or outsiders?

Supt. C. Delaney - Majority come from locality.
Sen. .P. Coffey - How do Gardai work with persons assaulted?
                            Any statistics on working of ASBO`S?
                            Have Gardai adequate resources to deal with heroin issues?
                            Have Gardai availed of the assistance of the Coast Guard search and rescue      
 

helicopter? 
Supt. C. Delaney - HSE have reps on Waterford City Safe, as the hospital is a public place the Gardai  



assist security and any assaults are investigated. Resources are adequate at present 

and the search and rescue helicopter has assisted the Gardai. Will have figures on the 

workings of ASBO`S for next meeting.
B O Shea TD –     Any pattern regarding burglaries?



What figures for drug driving?



Have trotting ponies caused any road accidents?



Cocaine seizures are there any indications whether it is for sale or distribution and 

what is monetary value?

Supt. C. Delaney - Vast majority are local and are divided equally between residential and retail.



No figures available for driving under the influence of drugs.



Not aware of any incidents relating to trotting ponies. Cocaine seizures relate to local 

consumption and value is subject to fluctuation. 
Cllr. D. Walsh    - Can landlords be contacted in regard to their tenants doing drugs?

Supt. C. Delaney - Gardai and City Council work together through the anti social behaviour unit.
Cllr. H. Quinlan - Can Gardai deal with trotting ponies on Carrickpherish Rd.?


Any Garda concerns regard the two head shops in the City?

Supt. C. Delaney - Will follow up on concerns regarding trotting ponies, when the legislation on head 

shops is in place it will be enforced.

Cllr G Wyse – Will Gardai share their experience regarding heroin dangers with schools?
Supt. C. Delaney - Yes education officer currently visits schools. 
Other matters dealt with were the need to raise the danger profile of drugs, home drinking, damage in Ferrybank, law relating to pony trotters, subversive recruitment. 

	5.
	      City Council Report


Members were briefed on the draft Anti Social Behaviour Strategy and the Anti Behaviour Social Unit annual report 2009. Members welcomed the documents and noted that anti social behaviour is being dealt with, and encourage anyone affected to get in touch with the Anti Social Behaviour Unit.
Transportation

Capital Schemes - Schemes in progress

Waterford City Bypass and M9 Motorway to Dublin –   The first phase of the M9 motorway link to Dublin from Waterford to Knocktopher opened on March 22nd and it is anticipated that the remaining section from Knocktopher to the Carlow Bypass will open later in autumn. 
Green Routes – 

· Dunmore Road Phase 1 nearing completion and will be opened in April 2010. 

· The Mall – funding has been allocated to allow the Council proceed with the first phase of the N25 Green Route covering an area from the GPO on the Quay to the Mall / Colbeck Street junction 

New Schemes

Tramore Road Flood Relief – Construction work is proceeding on schedule and the main road should re-open to traffic by the end of April 2010.

Knockboy Junction –It is anticipated that the contract will be awarded shortly and construction should commence later in the spring.

Old Tramore Road. -  It is anticipated that a contract will be awarded very shortly and construction should commence by late April / early May to coincide with the re-opening of the Tramore Road.  

Kilbarry Road – Tenders for the scheme have been re-advertised and it is hoped, subject to funding availability, to progress the scheme to contract late in 2010. 

Operational Issues

Variable Messaging Parking System – this system went live in December 2009 and has been very well received by both the general public and car park operators.  A recent enhancement to the scheme has seen the installation of VMS signs on the main approach roads to the City centre.

Roads Programme – the draft 2010 Roads Programme was presented to the Council’s area committees in March.

Anti - social Behaviour Complaints 2009

The overall number of complaints concerning anti - social behaviour City Wide fell from 2008 to 2009. In 2008, 240 complaints were received. In comparison, 182 complaints were received in 2009. This represents an overall reduction in the level of complaints of the level of 24%. While data is not published on a national basis in respect of anti - social Behaviour, the Unit is aware, from contact with other City based units, that anti - social Behaviour on our estates is relatively low.

Categories of Complaint

When complaints are received, they are organised into a complaint category. The categories and comparison of levels of complaints for 2008 and 2009 are as follows:

	Category
	2008
	2009
	% Increase/ Decrease

	1:  DRUGS - (AS)
	16
	3
	-81%

	2:  VIOLENCE - (AS)
	6
	9
	50%

	3:  DAMAGE TO PROPERTY - (AS)
	27
	6
	-78%

	4:  ALCOHOL/SOLVENT ABUSE - (AS)
	12
	1
	-92%

	5:  THREATS & INTIMIDATION - (AS)
	33
	37
	12%

	6:  NOISE - (AS)
	62
	34
	-45%

	7:  BOUNDRY/PARKING DISPUTES -(BOT)
	0
	0
	N/A

	8:  RUBBISH/MAINTENANCE - (BOT)
	1
	0
	-100%

	9:  DOGS - (BOT)
	1
	0
	-100%

	10 OTHER - (BOT)
	11
	8
	-27%

	11. GENERAL DISTURBANCE  (AS)
	38
	23
	-39%

	12. DEFER LA TENANCY
	2
	6
	200%

	13. REFUSE LA TENANCY
	2
	8
	300%

	15. REFUSE- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
	1
	0
	-100%

	16. ABANDONED LA  HOUSE
	27
	46
	70%

	17. ENTERED IN ERROR
	1
	0
	-100%


 Anti - social Behaviour Complaints – ASB Officer’s Summary by Ward Area.

Statistics regarding complaints of anti - social Behaviour are collated by Ward Area. 
	Ward
	2008
	2009
	% Increase/ Decrease

	NORTH
	50
	73
	46%

	EAST
	81
	44
	-46%

	SOUTH
	103
	65
	-37%

	Address Unidentified
	6
	0
	 Not applicable

	Grand Total
	240
	182
	 


Enforcement Activity under the Litter Pollution Acts 1997 – 2003.

January 2009 – December 2009

	Legal Action Initiated
	23

	On the Spot Fines Issued
	382

	On the Spot Fines Paid
	275

	Number of Notices Issued
	159 (Mainly Graffiti)

	
	


Enforcement under the Waste Management Acts 1996 – 2007.

January 2009 – December 2009

	No. of Complaints
	1482

	Legal Actions
	13

	Section 18’s Served
	36 (Info on what person is doing with waste)

	Section 55’s Served
	61 (Removal of Waste)

	Section 71’s Served
	94 (Abandoned cars)

	Warning Letters Sent
	92


The following issues were discussed illegal dumping, dog fouling, Old Tramore Rd, waste management complaints, park and ride initiatives, rent a car scheme, It was agreed to write a  letter to NRA regarding rest areas along the M9 motorway route due to concerns regarding safety.
	6.
	Questions.


 From Senator Maurice Cummins
What is the current position regarding the issuing of Garda Age Cards?

How long does it take to send the applications to Dublin and what is the average waiting time for applicants?
If a person is caught in the act of breaking and entering how long, should it take to prosecute and bring the person or persons to court?
Chief Supt. P. Murphy and Supt. C. Delaney dealt with the above questions  
	7.
	Correspondence


None

	8.
	Any other business


Members expressed concerns regarding incidents of anti social behaviour were it appears that no prosecutions have been taken; in reply Supt. C. Delaney advised that prosecutions depend on statements, quality of CCTV footage, and feedback. If people have concerns regarding a particular incident they should contact the Gardai.

Next meeting 26th July 2010 



Signed:
 _________________________________
Chairperson
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