Minutes of Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on 10th September, 2007 in Council Chamber City Hall.
Present:


 Cllr.Hilary Quinlan, Chair; Cllr.D. Walsh,  Cllr. M.O’Halloran Mayor; Cllr. T. Murphy; Cllr. D. Cullinane,. Cllr.P Hayes, Cllr. S Ryan, Cllr M Roche 
Cllr J Walsh Mr. Brendan Kenneally T.D Mr.P. Power, Mr. L. Power, Chief Superintendent Pat Murphy; 


Superintendent   D Sheehan,   Brian O’Shea, T.D, Mr. Patrick McCarthy; Mrs. Marian Murphy.

Apologies:
Martin Cullen, T.D.Minister for Social and Family Affairs 






J. Deasy T.D. Cllr.Cha O’Neill, Mr. J Hannigan, Cllr T 




Cunningham   Cllr. D Daniels. Senator Maurice Cummins.
,




 
In attendance:

Mr. B. Duggan, Mr V O Shea 

	1.
	Confirmation of Minutes

	


(a) It was proposed by Cllr. M.O’Halloran Mayor; seconded by Cllr.P Hayes,  and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the JPC Meeting held 16th April 2007be confirmed and signed.

	2.
	Matters Arising


It was agreed that questions would be circulated if time allowed, and that the Garda report would be circulated. A brief outline of answers to questions submitted would be issued if the group submitting the questions were not represented at the meeting. Issues relating to South East sexual offences and CCTV were addressed.

Garda report

" 


	3.
	Community Safety Strategy



 
Vinnie O Shea updated the current position, data from 2006 is still awaited and is expected by the months end. This will allow for the 4 subgroups to commence their work which will result in a draft community safety strategy to go to public consultation. 

It is planned to have draft community safety strategy for the January meeting. 

	4
	Garda report


Superintendent D Sheehan gave a presentation outlining details as follows:
Crime and Drugs 
Crime Qtr 2

	        Headline Crime                   
	Burglary
	Volume Crime

	Q2 07                 547
	89
	394

	Q2 06                 505
	95
	374


Crime Half Year
	        Headline Crime                   
	Burglary
	Volume Crime

	2007                 1074
	181
	830

	2006                 1144
	237
	854


2007 versus 2006

Quarter Two Comparison
	    Section 3 Detections               
	Section 15 Detection

	Q2 07                 171
	23

	Q2 06                 107
	20


2007 versus 2006

Hal f Year Comparison.
	    Section 3 Detections               
	Section 15 Detection

	Q2 07             370    
	55

	Q2 06              206   
	33


Public Order
 Feuding families

Attacks on Vulnerable citizens
	Public Order incidents

	Q2 07              481         

	Q2 06              410   


	Public Order incidents Half Year

	2007              896         

	2006              844   


Traffic
Traffic Collisions 2007 versus 2006

	    Fatal
	Serious injury
	Minor injury

	2007                 1
	5
	51

	2006                0
	3
	36

	
	
	

	
	
	


Enforcement  Quarter 2

	Drink Driving
	83(+26%)

	Speeding
	734

	Non wearing of  Seatbelts
	302

	Use of hand held phone
	188

	Total number of FCPS
	1947


Members welcomed the presentation and questions relating to the report were as follows:

Brian O’Shea, T.D. Trend in drunk driving young or old ? 

Brendan Kenneally  enquired re details of sections 41`s. 

In reply Superintendent D Sheehan advised that he will report on these issues next meeting. 
	5.
	City Council report


The City Manager’s Report highlighted the following, 
Roads / Transportation 
                      City bypass, ORR footpath/cycleway, Old Kilmeaden Rd. phase 1, Williamstown Rd.
Knockboy and Summerland Junctions, pay and display, green route proposals, 
annual road works programme. 

Litter:
Concerns expressed that weekends see a deterioration in littering in the City and the Gardai will support the City Council enforcement team in serving notices in the City Centre area . The on the spot fine will increase to 150 euro  from  the 30th September.


Parks and Open Spaces
Significant capital investment has been made in parks and open spaces. The new skateboard park and children`s playground in the Peoples Park is an asset to the City. Work has commenced on a playground and multiuse games area at the Manor St. John complex.
Similar work is planned for Powersfield, while Kilcohan will be delivered with a Community Childcare Facility. City Council are working with Kilkenny County Council to deliver a neighbourhood facility in Ferrybank.

Youth Facilities update
Youth facility at Farronshoneen Park is nearing completion. A design team has been appointed to prepare plans for a youth facility in Carrickpherish and discussions are ongoing in relation to a facility for the Ballybeg / Kilbarry area. Planning permission has been granted for a youth facility at the Brasscock Centre. The Gardai support City Council in efforts to access funding from National Funding Schemes.

Anti Social Behaviour.
Statistics on action taken to date are as follows


Statistics on action taken
Below is shown the Annual statistics for 2006;

 The totals are as follows;

	Total number of complaints
	256

	Words of advice
	18

	Verbal warnings
	34

	1st warning letters
	5

	2nd warning letters
	1

	Number referred to other agency
	9

	Excluding Orders
	1


From January 1st 2007 and up to and including September 7th 2007 the figures are as follows;

	Total number of complaints
	208

	Words of advice
	6

	Verbal warnings
	24

	1st warning letters
	1

	Number referred to other agency
	15

	Respondent surrendered property
	2



Cllr D Cullinane/ Cllr M O Halloran.- Can City Council recruit more staff for Anti Social 
Behaviour Unit?

Cllr D Walsh.- Was money ring fenced for Abbey Road?

Cllr M O Halloran Mayor - Concerns regarding dog fouling.

Cllr T Murphy.- Bottle bank in Carriginard needed. 


Cllr J Walsh -  Williamstown Rd. Traffic Management System?


Are young people involved in Carrickpherish plans

Anti Social Behaviour complaints increasing.


Cllr S Ryan – Traffic safety concerns at Avondale / O
ld Tramore Rd.

In reply the City manager advised that  the recruitment of staff  needs departmental approval 
and at present the unit is satisfactory. Dog fouling is a problem as people do not comply with 
signage however extra signage will be erected. City Council will examine issues regarding 
bottle bank at Carriginard. There is a Traffic Management Plan in place on the Williamstown 
Rd. but it is hoped any disruption will be minimal. Young people will be involved in 
Carrickpherish.

Marion Murphy,- Any one fined for littering on the Ballybeg Link Rd. 

City Manager to revert.
	6.
	Questions


From Cllr M O Halloran Mayor, 
That the JPC discuss the formation of a Community Policing Forum at local level at the earliest possible opportunity.

This was supported by members at the meeting.

L Power advised that the JPC is currently working in accordance with guidelines and agreed that Community Policing Forum is mentioned in the guidelines. Further guidelines for their implementation are to be issued at a later date.

.  

 From Clonard Park Residents Association

1. If the JPC is a serious committee and not a one set up because of a Government directive why have the subgroups set up at the JPC`S last meeting not met yet?  

Answer  
Data from 2006 is still awaited and is expected by the months end. This will 


allow for the 4 subgroups to commence their work to progress the 



community safety strategy.
2. After recent events involving members of the travelling community settled and transient, what safe guards are the committee going to put in place to protect people settled and traveller in the event this feud continues, especially for people living in the vicinity of settled travellers that were involved in this and also people living near the Kilbarry site?


Answer   
Gardai  are doing all in their power to address this issue 




and  that the matters are being fully investigated. A number of arrests have 


been made and  a number of people have already appeared before the courts.

3. When will the long promised CCTV system be in place, and who will monitor this.?


Answer   The community cctv should be operational by November. The City scheme tenders 
are currently being assessed. A shared service approach to monitoring is being progressed.
4.  Does it suit City Council and Gardai to contain travellers in one area? and if so what about the quality  of life for others living in the same area?


Answer   No. Traveller accommodation is as outlined in the Traveller Accommodation Plan.
5. What plans are there for the now derelict house on the Green Rd.?


Answer   House will be when refurbished  relet to a traveller family.
6. With the increase of Heroin in the City what plans have the committee to deal with this? Has the Gardai enough manpower to deal with this and if not what resources do they need?

Answer  Seizures of Heroin had reduced in the last quarter, and at this point in time  adequate 

resources are allocated to tackling the drug situation, however additional resources 

are always welcome in all facets of policing. 
7. Presentation by Waterford Community Drugs Network


The presentation outlined the establishment of the Waterford Community Drugs Network in 
2003 which was to bring people together from communities served by the CBDI’s  and  
includes support work, education and awareness involving the community.  They also outlined 
the work and aims of the Community Policing Forum. The presentation also indicated an 
increase in the availability, use and supply of wide range of illegal substances, and the 
number of people dealing in drugs in communities and areas to be addressed to combat the 
problem. Concerns expressed about the availability of session houses

The Members were unanimous in their support for the group and acknowledged the work 
they 
are doing.

The Chairman on behalf of the JPC thanked Ms. Walsh, Ms. Fell and Mr. Quinn for their 
presentation.

8. Correspondence
A letter from Edmund Rice International Heritage Centre was circulated and the meeting was advised that there has only been one racism case which needed Gardai intervention.
Date for next meeting
14TH January 2008 @ 4 pm in the Council Chamber

Signed    

            Chairman

.  
