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 WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 14th June, 2010
	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Gearóid de Uidheas

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain 

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó Cuimín

An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Néill

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill, 

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó hAilligán, Meara.
	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          




Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager



Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services & Planning 



Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation



Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance



Mr. J. Sullivan, D/Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise

Mr. B. Duggan. Senior Executive Officer

Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer
Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer
Mr. Rupert Maddock, Senior Architect

Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer.

The Mayor agreed to suspend Standing Orders at 6.30p.m. to discuss Motion Reg. No. 558 in the name of Cllr. D. Cullinane and Motion Reg. No. 556 and 557 in the names of Cllr. D. Walsh and Cllr. J. Walsh.
	APOLOGY:          


An apology was received from An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh and An Comhairleoir Risteard de Róiste, who were unable to attend.

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathies to the families of the late Mrs. Joeline Steer, Pat Hearne and Leo Walsh.
The Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting held 10th May, 2010 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting held 10th May, 2010.

Question:  Cllr. D. Cullinane
Can we write to the Minister in respect of ensuring effective legislation on the Head Shops issue and can the Gardai give a report on the matter at the next JPC meeting.?

Answer: 
Yes we will write to the Minister and ask the Garda to report at next JPC meeting.

Question:  Cllr.  D. Walsh
Can we do something about securing access to the Ard-ri Hotel?
Answer: 

This is private property and not the responsibility of Waterford City Council.
Question: - Cllr. J. Cummins
1. What is the position with regard to the Derelict Sites Notice served on the Ard-Ri site?

2. What is the position on presentation of buildings and the other premises that were written to? 

2. When will work commence on the Old Tramore Road and Ballycashin Hill?
Answer:

1. No appeal was received in respect of the Ard Ri and the owners must carry out the improvement works within two months. 
2. Work has been carried out on a number of premises and other owners have been notified of the intention to enter their properties on the Derelict Sites Register.
3. Work on both these contracts is due to commence by early July.

Question: - Cllr. D. Daniels
1. What is the position in respect of An Bord Gais Site on the Waterside and can it be used for a temporary car park?

2. When will work commence on the Ballygunner junction.

Answer: 

1. Discussions with Bord Gais on this matter are on-going.

2. Work on the Ballygunner junction is due to commence within the week.

Question: Cllr. S. Ryan
1. Will a traffic management plan be put in place during works on the Old Tramore Road/Ballycashin Hill and can it be circulated to the various households?
Answer: 
1. Yes – a full traffic management plan will be implemented by the contractor and arrangements to publicise the arrangements will be made.
Question: - Cllr. J. Walsh
Will residents be made aware of works on the Ballygunner Junction?  

Answer:
Yes
Question: Cllr. M. Roche

Are the agreed HGV restrictions in place?
Answer:

Yes – the regulatory signs have been erected and the Gardai are patrolling the restrictions. The scheme will be reviewed in the Autumn.
	PLANNING


1.Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008 – Commencement of the Process: 

Waterford City Green Routes – The Quays and The Mall 
Introducing the proposed scheme, the Director of Services (Transportation) informed the meeting that the previous Part 8 process in respect of the former N25 Green Route which had commenced in November 2007 was being abandoned. All those who had made submissions in respect of this process would be written informing them of the position.

Drawings of the proposed new scheme were circulated to the meeting.  The Senior Engineer (Roads) outlined the extent and nature of the proposed works which covered the R680 from Rice Bridge to The Mall. The works included the construction of two new roundabouts on The Quay, extensive changes to the carriageway and footpaths, new traffic islands, new central median, bus lanes, cycle lanes and public transport infrastructure. The Scheme had been worked through and agreed by the Transportation SPC. 

In the ensuing discussion the Members broadly welcomed the proposal which was viewed as a very positive development that would enhance access, public transport and act as catalyst for the further development of the heritage area.

Questions were dealt with in respect of Part 8 process, project time frame, the need for disabled parking, engagement by the bus operators, the provision of taxi ranks adjacent to the bus station, the width of cycle lanes, tree planting and the exit from Plunkett train station.
The commencement of the process was noted and it is intended to revert to Council in September.
2 Taking in Charge of Estates – Completion of the Process.

A report from the Director of Environmental Services and Planning had been circulated with the Agenda.

It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill and  unanimously agreed that an order declaring that the roads in Birchwood Estate, Kilcohan be public roads, be made in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993 and in compliance with Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000:

3.  The following planning file was referred to the Area Meetings

10/78

Applicant: Pat O'Hanlon
Development: to demolish previously constructed extensions, carry out internal and external alterations to include new windows on the north east elevation, new pedestrian entrance off Castle Street, new access to the upper floors, construct a new ground floor extension, erect external illuminated signage on the south east and north east elevations, erect a kitchen extract duct at the rear of the building, and for a change of use on the ground floor from residential (two units) to restaurant with take-away facility (one unit) and all associated at 87 & 88 Manor Street, Waterford.
10/22
Applicant: Sean & Kieran Carey
Development: to infill area of lands zoned opportunity site (0.6359 Hect) with inert fill, by an average depth of circa 1m, over the area indicated on site plan (PROTECTED STRUCTURE) on lands adjoining Lacken Ind. Park, Lacken Road, Kilbarry, Waterford and , Kilbarry Church ruins (Protected Structure).
10/35

Applicant: Glanbia Estates Ltd
Development: a residential development comprising 40 No. 2 storey detached and terraced dwelling houses, associated works and works to improve woodland public open space. Accommodation will consist of 12 No. 4 bedroom detached houses (187.8sq.m), 12 No. 4 bedroom detached houses (234.1sq.m) & 11 No. 5 bedroom detached houses (282.6sq.m) all of the above houses to be provided with detached garages (25.0sq.m). Existing former stable and outbuilding structures to be altered and extended to provide 5 No. 2-storey dwelling houses, including 2 No. 3 bedroom terrace houses (124.1sq.m & 131.3sq.m) & 3 No. 2 bedroom terrace houses )107.8 sq.m, 104.5sq.m & 95.1sq.m.). All of the above works to be undertaken complete with 2 new site entrances to Maypark Lane, car parking, demolition of existing structures, internal access roads, landscaping, reinstatement of existing pond and all associated site works at Glanbia Liquid Milk Depot, Maypark Lane, Waterford. 
10/81

Applicant: Jim Ryan
Development: material change of use from retail to restaurant (with hot food sales for on and off site consumption) the development is at ground floor level only and shall include alterations to front elevation and all necessary and associated site works at Former 'Bus-Stop' shop/newsagency, Parnell Court, Parnell Street, Waterford.
10/100

Applicant: Aidan & Katherine Deegan
Development: works to include the construction of a second storey extension to the side of original dwelling plus the construction of a single storey sun-room to the rear at 24 Sylvan Close, Grantstown Park, Dunmore Road, Waterford.
10/86

Applicant: Sean Johnston
Development: for change of use of existing two storey unit from light industrial (existing joinery) to office use and also for the upgrade of the unit externally, including a new profiled steel sheeted roof, addition of 9 no windows and 1 no double door at ground floor level and for 11 no windows at first floor level with all associated site development works at No. 50 Tycor Business Centre, Ard na Greine, Waterford.
	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. D. Daniels seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane.

	 
	FINANCE


1. The 2009 Annual Financial Statement and report including the Section 104 Notice was unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh.  

Questions concerning the reduction in the Local Government Fund, NPPR Levy and Coroners Fees were dealt with.
	
	HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS SCHEME


The Higher Education Grants Scheme 2010/2011 was unanimously adopted on the proposition of Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh.

The terms and income limits of the Scheme were discussed and Members expressed their on-going serious concerns and dissatisfaction and the resulting exclusion of many from higher education.
	
	REGIONAL HEALTH FORUM


This matter was deferred to the next meeting and it was agreed to write to the HSE for an update on the position of St. Patrick’s Hospital.
	
	DESTINATION WATERFORD CITY COMMITTEE


This matter was deferred to the next meeting
	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conferences was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed.

Defamation Seminar for Councillors 28th & 29th May, Patrick Punch’s Hotel, Limerick.

Cllr. D. Roche. 

National Tourism Conference – Mount Wolseley Hotel, Tullow,  Carlow. – 24th – 26th June.

Cllr. D. Cullinane

	
	MOTIONS


The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh and unanimously agreed:-

 “That Waterford City Council 

· condemns the Israeli attack on the Gaza Freedom Flotilla’s aid mission which has resulted in deaths and injuries of those attempting to bring much needed aid to the besieged city of Gaza, which has been subject to an Israeli blockade which is illegal under international law.

· Commends those Irish citizens who participated in this humanitarian mission to bring 10,000 tones of aid to the people of Gaza.

· Recognizing that this attack is an affront to international law and has endangered the lives of Irish citizens, calls on the Irish Government to

· Expel the Israeli Ambassador.

· Support and seek the backing of other countries for a new international aid mission to Gaza which will ensure that necessary vital supplies reach the
suffering people of that besieged area."

Reg. No. 558 (dated 01/06/10)


 It was agreed to circulate the motion to all Local Authorities.

The following motion standing in the names of Cllr. D. Walsh and Cllr. J. Walsh was proposed by Cllr. D. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and unanimously agreed
“That this Council call on Iarnrod Eireann to rescind its decision to close the Waterford/Rosslare rail connection.”

Reg. No. 556 (dated 17/04/10)

“That Waterford City Council is opposed to the proposal of Irish Rail to suspend services between Waterford and Rosslare Europort.  We believe this will impact negatively on the development of the South East Region and is against the Governments policy of promoting public transport, contrary to the National Spatial Strategy and undermines the long term development of the Irish Rail Network. 

At a time when the Government is supporting the development of the National Rail Network in the West of Ireland, the proposal of Irish Rail to cease services between Rosslare Europort and Gateway Cities of Waterford, Cork, Limerick and Galway the decision indicates a total lack of vision for the future development of the rail network.  Indeed the lack of connectivity also undermines the viability of the West of Ireland development.

The Government must instruct Irish Rail to prepare a comprehensive plan to ensure that the Waterford – Rosslare link is developed and promoted in the long term interests of the Region and the Country.  Furthermore it must instruct Irish Rail to consult with the stakeholders in the South East including the South East Regional Authority, Local Authorities, Tourism Interests, Industry and Business organisations, Trade Unions and Commuters in the preparation of the plan”. 

Reg. No. 557 (dated 26/04/10)

	 
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS


The Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation advised the Members that he had received a request to film part of the July Council meeting in conjunction with the proposed TV programme on the Diarmuid Gavin design for the Bishop’s Palace Garden. This was agreed to.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ____________________

Dated:___________________

