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 WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 13th September, 2010
	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha 
An Comhairleoir Risteard de Róiste

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach
An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 
An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin
An Comhairleoir Gearóid de Uidheas

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó hAilligán

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain 

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó Cuimín

An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Néill

                             An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste, Meara.

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          




Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager



Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services & Planning 



Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation



Mr. L. Power,Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise
Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer

Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer
Mr. R. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer
Mr. Rupert Maddock, Senior Architect 
Mr. B. Duggan. Senior Executive Officer
Ms. M. Condon, Asst. Staff Officer
Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer.

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathies to the families of the late John Quinlan, Paddy Lucas, Michael Farrell.

The Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting held 12th July 2010 be confirmed and signed.
It was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane seconded by Cllr. J. D’Arcy and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on 6th September, 2010 be confirmed and signed.
	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting held 12th July, 2010.

Question:  Cllr. S. Ryan

Can residents and businesses on the Old Tramore Road be kept informed of road closures when work commences?
Answer:  Yes – arrangements will be made to publicise the traffic management arrangements

Question: - Cllr. D. Daniels
What is the extent of the resurfacing works be completed in conjunction with the Ballygunner junction scheme?
Answer: 
The Knockboy Road from the Church up to the new junction will be resurfaced as part of the contract.
Question: Cllr. G. Wyse.

When will works at Ballygunner junction be complete?
Answer:
Before Christmas

Question: - Cllr. J. Cummins
On derelict sites, what is the position on premises which have been notified but have not responded or carried out improvement works?
Answer:
Improvements have been made to about forty premises. Legal proceedings under the Derelict Sites Act are in the process of being initiated in respect of a further three premises with serious deficiencies and the remainder will be followed up on. 
Question: - Cllr. J. Walsh
What is the update in respect of dangerous wall at the junction of Passage Road and John’s Hill?
Answer:
City Council now taking action under the Sanitary Services Act, 1964.  

Question: Cllr. S. Ryan

Can we write to the Department of Health again in respect of the speech therapy service at St. Martin’s School?
Answer:

Yes.
The Members conveyed congratulations to the organisers on the success of the first weekend of the Harvest Festival and which will continue until 19th September, 2010.
	PLANNING


1.Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008 – Completion the Process: 

Waterford City Green Routes – The Quays  and The Mall 
The Senior Planner in his report outlined the scope of the proposed works to include:

The provision of upgraded bus stops/shelters, kerbs, road signs and road markings, removal of trees along The Mall and replacement with semi-mature specimens, upgrading signalised junctions and pedestrian crossing facilities as necessary.

As part of the consultation process, meetings had taken place with many of the stakeholders and the scheme had generated a significant degree of public interest.
Issues raised in the sixteen submission received included the loss of parking spaces, design issues, location of bus stops, loading bays and environmental improvements.

Having assessed the submissions the detailed design of the proposed scheme was re-examined and a number of modifications which include minimising the loss of parking spaces, a re-design of the roundabouts and a re-location of the bus stop on the southern side. All of the issues raised were addressed in the report.

A discussion on the proposal ensued and questions were dealt with concerning the provision of disabled parking bays, the location of the bus bays, pedestrian crossings, traffic movements from Rice Bridge, the project timescale, parking in O’Connell Street, the entrance to the rail station, maintenance and the scheme cost.

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed that the proposed works to the R680 Green Route proceed as set out in Manager’s Report dated 9th September, 2010 which circulated prior to the meeting. 

2.Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008 – Commencement the Process: 
· Conversion of former Bishop’s Palace, The Mall to Museum
· Undercroft, The Deanery, Cathedral Square
Proposals and drawings for the above schemes were presented to the meeting and the Senior Planner outlined the planned Part 8 process.  Commencement of the process was noted and the scheme would revert to Council for full consideration and decision in due course.
3. Material Contravention
Material Contravention – 10/160 –  Commencement of the process

Glanbia residential development comprising 40 No. 2-storey detached and terraced dwelling houses, associated works and works to improve woodland public openspace. Accomodation will consist of 12 No. 4 bedroom detached houses (187.8sq.m), 12 No. 4 bedroom detached houses (234.1sq.m) & 11 No. 5 bedroom detached houses (282.6sq.m) all of the above houses to be provided with detached garages (25.0sq.m). Existing former stable and outbuilding structures to be altered and extended to provide 5 No. 2-storey dwelling houses, including 2 No. 3 bedroom terace houses (124.1sq.m & 131.3 sq.m) & 3 No. 2 bedroom terrace houses (107.8sq.m, 104.5 sq.m & 95.1sq.m.). All of the above works to be undertaken complete with 2 new site entrances to Maypark Lane, car parking, demolition of existing structures, internal access roads, landscaping, reinstatement of existing pond and all associated site works Estates Ltd at Glanbia Liquid Milk Depot, Maypark Lane, Waterford
It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham, and  unanimously agreed to commence the material contravention process under Section  34(6)  of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Acts 2000-2008.

4. Section 85 Agreement with Kilkenny Co. Council

The Director of Planning and Environmental Services report dated 7th September had been circulated with the Agenda.
It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and unanimously agreed:

“That Waterford City Council hereby enter into an agreement with Kilkenny County Council in respect of functions under the Derelict Sites Act 1990 as they relate to the site of the former Ard Ri Hotel, Ferrybank, Waterford, under Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001.  This agreement enables Waterford City Council to undertake in the administrative area of Kilkenny County Council all necessary functions under the Derelict Sites Act 1990 in order to remove the property from dereliction”.

A question regarding a split on the costs based on the rateable valuation was answered.

	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh.

	
	DESTINATION WATERFORD CITY COMMITTEE


The Director of Housing Community Services & Enterprise gave a presentation to the meeting outlining the role and objectives of the Committee and progress to date. The Committee had brought together the key stakeholders in tourism across the City and was charged with the promotion and development of tourism in the City and the development of tourism as a key economic driver. There was a particular emphasis on marketing and branding of the City through the development of a joint tourism website, promotion of the City at relevant trade shows, working with festivals including the Harvest Food Festival, Spraoi, WIFLO and Imagine to build their capacity and grow them into significant national events.
The Members welcomed the presentation and compliments paid on the successes to date.

Questions were dealt with concerning the website, road signage, the development of IT solutions and links with neighbouring authorities.  
	
	REGIONAL HEALTH FORUM


The Annual Report of the Forum had been circulated with the agenda.  A discussion on the role of the Forum ensued and Members expressed their concern at the lack of progress on a number of issues, difficulties in communications with the HSE and their dissatisfaction with the overall structure. 

The Senior Planner answered a question on pre-planning discussions on St. Patrick’s Hospital.

It was unanimously agreed to write to Mr. Frank Dolphin to congratulate him on his appointment as Chair of the HSE and also to invite him to address Council at a workshop.

	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conferences was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh and unanimously agreed.
Cllr. Cullinane confirmed he did not attend the AMAI Conference on 9th-11th September.

1.Practical Guide to Media Skills for Councillors – 15th-18th July, Celtic Ross Hotel, Co. Cork.

Cllr. J. D’Arcy.

2. The Parnell Summer School 2010, 8th-13th August – Avondale House & Forest Park, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow.

Cllr. S. Ryan, Cllr. D. Roche

3.AMAI – 97th Annual Conference 9th-11th September, 2010. – Inishowen Gateway Hotel, Buncrana, Co. Donegal.

Cllr. D. Daniels, Cllr. L. O’Neill, Cllr. T. Cunningham, Cllr. P. Hayes, Cllr. H. Quinlan, Cllr. D. Cullinane, Cllr. J. Halligan, Cllr. S. Ryan, Cllr. J. Cummins.

4. Getting a Grip 2010 – Building a Social Response – Europe Hotel & Conference Centre, Killarney, Co. Kerry – 7th-8th October, 2010.

Cllr. D. Cullinane

5. South East Women in Business -  Tower Hotel, Waterford - 17th September 

Cllr. D. Cullinane

6. Regeneration Opportunities for Growth - National Conference – Theatre Royal, Waterford – 23rd September.

Cllr. D. Cullinane

	
	MOTIONS


The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh 
and unanimously agreed:-

“Waterford City Council call on the Taoiseach and Minister for Social and Family

Affairs to publish the National Carers Strategy as committed to in the Social Partnership 

Agreement - Towards 2016 and in the programme for Government as a matter of 

principal.”

Reg. No. 548 (dated 09/11/09)
It was also agreed to circulate this motion to the other local authorities and to write to the Minister

for Finance requesting that funding be provided for Carers.
	 
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS


A vote of congratulations was extended to Michael Wadding for refereeing the All Ireland Hurling final.

Cllr. P. Hayes requested an update on bus shelters in the Hillview area and this matter would revert to the Area Committee.

Cllr. D. Walsh raised the issue of press reports concerning the status of the university designation for WIT.  
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ____________________

Dated:___________________

