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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 13th DECEMBER 2010

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha
 


An Comhairleoir Risteard de Roiste

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin

An Comhairleoir Gearóid de Uidheas

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó Cuimín

An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Néill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste, Meara.

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          




Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager





Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation



Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance



Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise



Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer

Ms. J. Cantwell, City Librarian 

Mr. R. Maddock, Senior Architect

Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer
Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer
Mr. R. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer

Ms. M. Quigley, Administrative Officer

Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Senior Staff Officer

	APOLOGY:          


Apologies were received from An Comhairleoir Séan Ó hAilligán

Compliments were paid by the Mayor and Members to the Council staff, the emergency services and the communities for the combined efforts in dealing with the recent severe weather.

The Mayor and Members extended good wishes to John Andrews, Senior Planner on his retirement, and thanked him for all his help during the years.

	VOTES OF SMYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathies to the family of the late Joe Corcoran, former City Council employee, Tom Aspel, Williamstown, Catherine  Bowe O’Brien,  Jerry Roche, Jonny Frisby 
The Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting held 18th November, 2010 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting held 8th November, 2010.

Question:  Cllr. L. O’Neill
1.Will there be public lighting on the old Tramore Road?

2. Is there a problem with  public lighting on the Quay and various areas around the city?

Answer:
1. Yes, public lighting will be provided from Avondale to the Outer Ring Road.

2. Yes a number of unrelated problems arose in recent days including a vandalised control box in Railway Square, a control system fault on The Quay and a network breakage on the Cork Road. All are being attended to.
Question:  Cllr. D. Daniels
Can gritting in housing estates be carried out?
Answer: 

Gritting was undertaken on a priority basis in a number of estates in recent weeks.
Question: Cllr. J. Cummins 
1. Could we look at the possibility at providing grit boxes in housing estates for the winter months?

2. What is the alternative bus route for the Old Tramore Road when the road closes?

3.  What is the update on the Ard-Ri derelict site?

Answer:

1. This will be considered

2. Options are currently being discussed with Bus Eireann and customers will be advised shortly.

3. The City Manager stated that notice of intention to carry out works has been served and that he would anticipate progress early in the New Year.
Question: - Cllr. S. Ryan
1. Have we secured funding for remedial works at Larchville and in the absence of funding can essential repairs be carried out in the estate?
2. Can the incentivised car parking arrangements for the Christmas period be extended for the New Year?
Answer: 
1. The housing capital allocation will not be available until March and essential repairs will be undertaken should the scheme be delayed.

2. The car parking arrangements will be reviewed after Christmas.
Question: - Cllr. D. Cullinane
1.When will the workshop in respect of drugs be held?

2.Can the waste water/sewerage problem at Glencarra, Ballybeg be remedied?
Answer:
1. This will be held in January

2. This will be attended to.
Question:- Cllr. J. Walsh
1. What is the update on the dangerous wall at Passage Road?
2. Can the Council access any of the €13m unspent nationally on the Housing Aid for Elderly Grants?

Answer:

1. The matter is currently with our solicitor for legal action.
2. An update on the 2010 provision and budget was outlined
Question: Cllr. G. Wyse.
Can the workshop in respect of drugs be held prior to the next JPC meeting?
Answer: A drugs workshop will be held in January.

Question:  Cllr. D. Walsh
When will remedial works in Killian’s Place commence?
Answer: The scheme is dependent on the capital allocation which will not be available until March.

	PLANNING


1.Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008 – Completion of the Process: 

a. Bishop’s Palace – conversion to Museum (protected structure):
The Senior Architect outlined the scope of the proposed works to include:

1) Change of use from 'office use' to 'overall exhibition use with ancillary office and cafe use'. 

2) Installation of a new platform type passenger lift within the existing structure from Ground Floor to Second Floor. 

3) Construction of a new stairs from Basement Floor to Ground Floor. 

4) Alterations to Basement Floor Plan to incorporate new toilets and plant room. 

5) Alterations to Ground Floor layout to provide toilets, kitchen, café and ancillary rooms. 

6) Alterations to Second Floor level rooms. 

7) Formation of four new doors to the East Elevation, within altered existing opening. 

8) Installation of two new arched doors to South Elevation, within existing openings. 

9) Installation of new traditional sliding sash window to West Elevation in altered existing opening in place of existing modern door. 

10) Replacement and widening of existing external limestone steps. New railing to upper terrace with external hardscaping.
Following public notice of the proposal, two submissions were received by the due date. 

The first submission from the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government was in three parts dealing with the need for a further analysis of the external steps and ballistrades, the need for further exploratory archeological works on the City Wall and a requirement for a bat survey.

The second submission received did not relate to the proposed development.

Questions were dealt with in respect of access to building, the proposed café access, the design of the proposed garden and disabled access.

It was noted that the bat survey and works on the City Wall were in hand.

A discussion ensued in respect of public access to the museum building and it was agreed that current configuration of the steps was unsuitable.

It was unanimously agreed to modify the proposal to include necessary alterations to the external steps which would be subject to the satisfaction of the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government.
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels  and unanimously agreed that the proposed works to convert the Bishop’s Palace to Museum proceed with the works as set out in Manager’s Report dated 1st December, 2010 which  circulated with the Agenda. 

b. Undercroft – Conservation of Medieval Choristers Hall (Undercroft) at The Deanery, Cathedral Square

The Senior Architect outlined the works to include:

· Consolidation and partial re-pointing of the stonework of the internal walls. 

· Reconstruction of  4 no. window openings. 

· Conservation and consolidation of steps of spiral staircase at south-west corner of Undercroft involving limited indenting of new stone and fitting of new handrail.

· Conservation and consolidation of 2 flights of steps between the upper and lower undercrofts involving limited indenting of new stone and fitting of new handrails.

· New flagstone floor on limecrete sub-floor incorporating drainage and service ducts. 

· Installation of electrical services to provide lighting, fire detection system, emergency lighting and exit signage

· Alterations to provide improved access from the courtyard via the existing opening in the east wall  

One submission was received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government which related to the need for detailed surveys and a bat survey. 

Questions were dealt with regarding the proposed medieval museum, dampness, the French Church and the Fr. Luke Wadding statue.
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. J. Cummins  and unanimously agreed that the proposed development works of  conservation of medieval choristers Hall (Undercroft) proceed as set out in the Manager’s Report dated 1st December, 2010 which  circulated with the Agenda. 
The following planning file was referred to the Area Meetings

10/87
Applicant: Pat O'Hanlon
Development:. to demolish previously constructed extensions, carry out internal and external alterations to include new windows on the north east elevation, new pedestrian entrance off Castle Street, two new entrances to the existing apartments at the rear of the building at first floor level, construct a new ground floor extension, erect external illuminated signage on the south east and north east elevations, erect a kitchen extract duct at the rear of the building, and for a change of use and the amalgamation of accomodation on the ground floor from two residential units to restaurant with take-away facility and all associated site work at Nos. 87 & 88 Manor Street, Waterford
10/169
Applicant: Maxol Limited
Development: part redevelopment of the existing filling station forecourt incorporating; (A) Demolition of the existing shop building (121 sqm) and removal of the forecourt canopy link; (B) A new convenience store building (4.50m high) with a retail and off-licence area of 159sqm, (the off-licence area of 20sqm will be subsidiary to the main retail use); a cafe seating area of 25.00 sqm; a hot food deli area of 25 sqm; ancillary areas of 175.00 sqm and an ATM room of 6.00sqm; (C) Raising the existing canopy from 4.8 metre to 5.2 metres high; (D) 2 no. 7.10m high X 1.90m wide monolith company signs (illuminated); 2 no. 1.50m high X 1.00m wide poster box signs (non-illuminated) and any ancillary miscellaneous contingent works at Maxol Filling Station, Dunmore Road, Waterford
	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


It was unanimously agreed to withdraw one item - File Ref No. D498/1 and refer to the three Area Meetings . The remainder of the Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. H. Quinlan seconded by Cllr. J. Cummins.

	
	FINANCE


It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed that overdraft facilities in the sum of €19,000,000 be approved.
	
	BIODIVERSITY ACTION  PLAN


The Senior Executive Officer, Environmental Services & Planning presented the Biodiversity Plan outlining the main aim of the plan which is to improve awareness of biodiversity across all sectors and to deliver a programme of actions which will enhance biodiversity locally.

Questions were dealt with in respect of education/awareness, the resources required and monitoring of the actions and objectives of the plan.
In the ensuing discussion the Members broadly welcomed the Plan and paid compliments to all those involved including the SPC and Community Forum.

The Plan as presented was unanimously adopted on the proposition of Cllr. H. Quinlan and seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane.

	
	ARTS PLAN 2011-2016


The 2011-2016 Arts Plan was on the agenda for discussion only having being adopted at the November meeting.

The Director of  Services, Housing, Community & Culture introduced the Plan and outlined the principle proposals.  The Plan had evolved through an extensive consultation with the Arts community and the public which commenced with a discussion document, and was followed by a public meeting seeking observations and comments. Over 150 contributions had been received which were considered in detail and influenced the formation of the plan.

The Members were at one in welcoming the plan and complimented all those involved. 

	
	BLACKFRIARS


The City Manager advised the meeting that the Civic Trust have requested permission to re-roof the tower at Blackfriars Abbey. The Trust have also raised finance for the project and are requesting a matching contribution of €25,000 to enable the work proceed.

The Manager recommended the proposition to the meeting and this was unanimously agreed.
	
	CORRESPONDENCE


The members expressed concern that only four Oireachtas Members replied to  Motion Reg. No. 562 referred at the November meeting and requested that a reminder be sent.

It was agreed to make contact with Dr. F. Dolphin, HSE Chair and follow up regarding a meeting.

The matter of the publication of the Hunt Report was raised and concerns expressed over the delays.
	
	MOTION


The following motion standing in their names  was proposed by  Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by  Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed.

"Waterford City Council calls on the Government to recognise the unique and vital role of the postal service in Ireland as a means of communication, as a vital economic tool and as an intrinsic part of the fabric of the community and further calls on the government to protect the Universal Service Obligation by legislation thereby ensuring that opening of the market will avoid erosion in service levels as has happened in other countries who have already opened their postal market to competition but who failed to protect the USO of nationwide delivery for the same fee." Reg. No. 563 (dated 09/11/2010).

The motion was supported by the Members and it was unanimously agreed to circulate to all Local Authorities in the region.

	
	AOB


The Mayor advised the Members of the invitations to the annual Civic Carol service in Christ Church Cathedral on 19th December and Christmas Eve Mass in the Cathedral at 8.00 p.m. and asked all Members to attend.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed _________________

Date:_______________

