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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 12th July 2010
	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin

An Comhairleoir Gearóid de Uidheas

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain 

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó Cuimín

An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Néill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste, Meara.
	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          




Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager



Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services & Planning 



Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation



Mr. B. O’Kane, D/Head of Finance



Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise



Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer

Ms. J. Cantwell, City Librarian
Mr. R. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. A. McElroy, Head of IS,

Mr. J. Hawkins, Project Leader IS

	APOLOGY:          


Apologies were received from An Comhairleoir Séan Ó hAilligán, An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh, An Comhairleoir Risteard de Roiste,

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting held 14th June 2010 be confirmed and signed.

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. J. Cummins and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held 28th June 2010 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting held 14th June, 2010.

Question:  Cllr. D. Daniels
What are the plans for the use of the remaining lands at Ballygunner junction following the completion of the road works?

Answer: Proposals for a Knockboy Area Plan will be brought to Council for consideration later in the year,
Question:  Cllr. L O’Neill, Cllr. S. Ryan
1) Is there a definite start date for the upgrading of the Old Tramore Road and what is the reason for the delay?

2) Can details of the traffic management plan be notified to the Members, local businesses and the resident’s associations?

Answer: 
1) The project has been slightly delayed as a result of an issue with an adjoining landowner which has now been resolved. The Council is currently engaged with the contractor on a commencement date and the Area Members will be briefed at next week’s Area Meeting.
2) The Council will arrange for circulation of the traffic management plan as requested
Question: Cllr. J. Cummins 

With regard to Derelict Sites, what is the position on those premises who have not acted on improving their premises and what enforcement action is being taken?
Answer: The more serious cases of dereliction are being dealt with through formal process under the Derelict Sites Act. Approximately 100 other properties have been written to and a significant number of these have undertaken improvements. Of the remainder a number will be dealt with under the Act and the remainder will be written to again and encouraged to make the improvements.  
It was also agreed to present an updated schedule of the relevant properties at the next Council workshop.

Question: - Cllr. D. Cullinane
Was there any response to the Council motion concerning the closure of the Waterford to Rosslare railway line and is there any further action that can be taken?

Answer: The motion was sent to Iarnrod Eireann but no response has been received as yet. The South East Regional Authority has commissioned an independent business case study on the issue and the Council is being represented by the Senior Planner.
Question: - Cllr. J. Walsh 
What is the position concerning a dangerous wall at the junction of Passage Road and John’s Hill?
Answer: The Council is aware of the matter  and is dealing with it as a dangerous structure.
	PLANNING


1.Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008 – Commencement of the Process: 
a)  Cathedral Square John Condon Boy Soldier Memorial – 

It was agreed to defer this matter to the next meeting. In the interim it was proposed to erect a full size model in Cathedral Square.
b) Bishop’s Palace Garden-
The Director of Services (Planning & Environment) outlined the background to this proposal and the intent to enhance the proposed new museum at the Bishop’s Palace with new public gardens to the front and sides of the building. 
Diarmuid Gavin, Garden Designer, joined the meeting and presented plans for the new gardens. The proposals involved the creation of a new classic Italian style garden to the front of the building.  At the right hand side of the building a new garden to house the Spanish Civil War memorial would be created and to the left hand side, the existing car park would be replaced by a contemporary garden with unique feature planting. The proposed gardens would involve the removal of existing mature planting and trees but these would be replaced by more appropriate specimens. Detailed plans will be prepared for the Part 8 Planning Process.
In the discussion that ensued the Members welcomed the proposal and congratulated Mr. Gavin on an exciting and interesting design.

Questions were dealt with regarding the materials to be used, the provision of seating, the use of native Spanish plants in the Memorial garden, maintenance requirements and the project timescale.

It was noted that the formal Part 8 planning process would commence shortly and will revert to Council for consideration and decision in due course.
2. Waterford Harvest Festival Presentation & Event Licence – Paul McDaid joined the meeting and presented plans for a major 9 day Harvest Festival commencing on September 10th 2010. The growth of the festival from the 2008 Terre Madre event was outlined as was the intention to grow the festival into an annual event of national importance. The 2010 festival would be focused around significant public events over the two weekends involving a celebration of food from land and sea. The events proposed included a large street party, the Mayor’s picnic in the Park, a Soil to Sea event to be held on the Quays on September 12th and culminating in a large fun, food, arts and music event on the Quays on September 19th. A large number of other fringe events including conferences, seminars, markets and food related promotions were also planned for the festival.
The proposed festival was welcomed by all Members who acknowledged the commitment and hard work of Mr. McDaid and his committee in planning the event.
A number of questions concerning the event marketing strategy, sponsorship, funding and the event content were dealt with.

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed to commence the statutory process for an Event Licence.

Due to time constraints, it was noted that a special meeting of the Council would be required in early September to finalise the Event Licence. 

3. Possible Material Contravention of the Waterford City Development Plan – Planning Ref. No. 10/35 - Glanbia Estates Ltd., site at Maypark Lane.
A report on the above was circulated to the meeting. The proposed development of 40 no. houses would require a Material Contravention to rezone part of the site from industrial to residential.

The Senior Planner advised the meeting of the time constraints in dealing with the application and its current status.

Dealing with questions, the City Manager advised the meeting that issues such as boundary walls could be dealt with through planning conditions and that the Material Contravention process would allow an opportunity for consultation and dialogue.
It was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane and seconded by Cllr. P Hayes, that Waterford City Council commence the statutory process to materially contravene the Waterford City Development Plan in respect of planning permission ref. no. 10/35.

The proposal was put to the meeting and a recorded vote requested the outcome of which was-



In Favour



Against


Cllr. P. Hayes


Cllr. H. Quinlan


Cllr. D. Walsh


Cllr. D. Daniels



Cllr. D. Cullinane


Cllr. J. Walsh








Cllr. T. Cunningham








Cllr. G. Wyse








Cllr. S. Ryan








Cllr. L. O’Neill








Cllr. M. Roche, Mayor

Cllr. J. Cummins abstained.

The motion was declared lost, 3 votes in favour, 8 against.

4) Planning Files for referral 
The following planning files were referred to the Area Meetings

Planning files 10/95, 10/100, 10/106, 10/108
10/95

Applicant: Dr. W.G O'Hare
Development:  the use of a vacant site as a car park for a temporary period of 2 years together with boundary treatment at the junction of and bounded by, High Street and , Exchange Street, Waterford
10/100

Applicant: Aidan & Katherine Deegan
Development works to include the construction of a second storey extension to the side of original dwelling plus the construction of a single storey sun-room to the rear at 24 Sylvan Close, Grantstown Park, Dunmore Road, Waterford.
10/106 
Applicant: Meteor Mobile Communications Ltd
Development: to retain 3 no. panel antenna and 2 no RT dishes which are attached to a chimney structure and all associated works and telecommunications equipment. Also planning permission is sought to enclose each existing panel antenna in brickwork like shroud. (The Chimney structure is a protected structure) at Ard na Greine, Tycor Business Centre, Tycor Road, Waterford.
10/108
Applicant: Meteor Mobile Communications Ltd.
Development: to erect a replica flagpole structure that will enclose 3 no. antennae and also to erect 2 no. transmission dishes at roof level together with associatd equipment and associated equipment and cabinets to form part of a 3G telecommunications installation at Ballinakill Shopping Centre, Dunmore Road, Waterford
Dealing with a question, the City Manager stated that the number of staff dealing in Planning had been scaled back in line with the reduced numbers of new planning applications.

	
	Finance


 Approval for a €6.4 million loan was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and agreed in respect of the offices and ancillary works on the Menapia Building development on The Mall.   

	
	PUBLIC ARTWORK GRATTAN QUAY


The Director of Services (Housing, Community & Culture) updated the meeting on progress on this project. Following consideration of the previous proposal, the matter had reverted to the Artist who had come up with an alternative design for a sculpture depicting a ship at anchor. This proposal had been considered by the Public Arts Committee and was now being recommended to the Council for approval. 
The design of the new piece was outlined to the meeting and questions dealt with concerning the location, scale, construction material, funding and night lighting.

On the proposition of Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes, it was unanimously agreed to proceed with the proposed sculpture as presented.
	
	DESTINATION WATERFORD


It was agreed to defer consideration of this item to the next meeting.
	
	COUNCIL WEBSITE


A press release and briefing document had been circulated to the meeting and it was agreed that Members would review the new website and revert to the IS Department with any comments.
Compliments were paid to the IS staff on the improvements on the new website. 

	
	REGIONAL HEALTH FORUM


It was agreed to defer consideration of this item to the next meeting.

	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conferences was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and unanimously agreed.
Redundancy – The Real Issues – South Court Hotel Limerick – 11th & 12th June.

Cllr. J. Walsh.

Developing Vibrant Communities – A Business perspective – Bundoran, Co. Donegal -  2nd-4th July.

Cllr. D. Cullinane

Douglas Hyde Summer School of Traditional Irish Music, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon

3rd-10th July.

Cllr. J. Halligan 4th-7th July

AMAI – 97th Annual Conference 9th-11th September, 2010. – Inishowen Gateway Hotel, Buncrana, Co. Donegal.

Cllr. S. Ryan

	
	MOTIONS


It was agreed to deal with motions no. 559 and 560.

Motion  No. 559 in the name of Cllr. S. Ryan, Cllr. J. Walsh and Cllr. P. Hayes

It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and agreed:-

"That Waterford City Council calls on the Minister for Health and Children to ensure that the 94 pupils of St. Joseph's Special School, Parnell Street, Waterford and St. Martin's Special School, Kilcohan, Waterford together with the children who will be enrolled in September and who need assessment will have a full Speech and Therapy Service". 

Motion No. 560 in the name of Cllr. D. Cullinane

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane, seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and agreed:-

“That this council starts preparations to mark the centenary of the 1916 Rising in Waterford City by establishing a committee consisting of local authority members from each of the political parties along with representatives from the wider community to plan a series of cultural, historical and educational events to take place in the run up to the centenary of the 1916 Rising and to plan the most appropriate manner to mark the centenary itself.”

It was agreed to refer this motion to the Procedures Committee to progress.
	
	SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS


It was agreed to suspend Standing Orders at 6.45pm in order to facilitate a workshop on the Corporate Plan.
That concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed _________________
Date_______________
