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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL
MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 12th April 2010
	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Risteard de Róiste,

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Gearóid de Uidheas

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain 

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó Cuimín

An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin
An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh 

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Néill
An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill, Leas Meara

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          




Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services & Planning 


Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation



Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance



Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise

Mr. B. Duggan. Senior Executive Officer
Mr. R. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer
Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer



Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer
Due to the absence of the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor assumed the Chair.
	APOLOGY:          


An apology was received from An Comhairleoir Séan Ó hAilligán, Meara and An Comhairleoir Seamus O Dorchaidh, who were unable to attend.

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathies to the families of:
Connie Smith, City Council Employee and his friend Philip Kelly

Mattie Morrissey, Grange Heights

Pat Fanning, former President of the GAA

The Polish Community on the death of their President, Lech Kaczynski and all those killed in the air tragedy in Smolensk at the weekend.

Seamus McGrath and Family on the death of their father.

John Mackey  

Joe Walsh    

Margaret O’Sullivan 
John Cleary, Grange Heights 

The Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting held 8th March, 2010 be confirmed and signed.
It was proposed by Cllr. D. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche  and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting  held 22ndh March, 2010  be confirmed and signed.

	CONTRATULATIONS


A vote of congratulations was extended to Waterford Senior Football team on their promotion to Division 3 of the national football league.

	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting held 8th March, 2010.

Question:  Cllr. S. Ryan
 Can the issue of planning permission in respect of Head Shops be investigated?
Answer:
Yes, we will examine this and revert.
Question:  Cllr.  D. Cullinane
Can we write to the HSE concerning the lack of response for previous requests for a meeting and raise the issue of responding to Member’s representations?
Answer: 

Yes
Question: - Cllr. D. Walsh
Can the City Manager investigate the possibility, with Kilkenny County Council, of providing a public park in Ferrybank on the site of the former pitch and putt club?
Answer:

The Council can open a dialogue on the matter but there is currently no possibility of funding being available.
	PLANNING


1. Derelict Sites

The Director of Environmental Services & Planning presented an update report to the meeting. 

To date over 100 property owners have been written to requesting they paint/repair the façade of their buildings and the response has so far been very positive.  Where the owners fail to carry out the requested work the City Council will examine all options available to us under the Derelict Sites Legislation.  
The more significant derelict sites have been inspected and owners have been notified under Section 8 of the Derelict Sites Act of the City Council’s intention to enter the property in the Derelict Sites Register. Owners then have a two week period in which to make representations.
The Council was also undertaking remedial work on a number of Council owned properties within the City centre area.

The Members were agreed on the action being taken and questions were dealt with in respect of procedure taken after the expiration of the two week period, possible expenditure implications, incentives for property owners and extending the action beyond the City centre area.

2.The following planning file was referred to the Area Meetings

10/31

Applicant: -Mr Eugene Ryan
Development: a change of use from existing licensed lounge to a licensed Betting Office together with 1 no. Retail Shop, both with new shop fronts. Proposed licensed betting office & retail shop to be located to the East of the pub building measuring a total of 257sqm with separate entrances on the Southern elevation. Together with internal modifications and external alterations to facilitate proposed betting office, retail shop, signage, and associated site works at Ryans Bar, Ballybeg, Kilbarry, Waterford
10/32
Applicant: Mc Aleer & Rushe Group
Development: to construct a mixed use development, development comprises hotel, office and residential use in 5 blocks ranging from 4 storeys to 8 storeys all over basement car parking on a site measuring 0.75 hectares/1.87 acres/7575sq.m. The development includes a 166 bedroom hotel (6907 sqm) in one block; 53 no. apartments (5023 sqm) in 3 blocks; 137 basement car-park spaces with 53 bicycle storage spaces and bin storage area (4613 sqm) and Office Block E (1491 sqm). Block A is a 4 storey block consisting of office use on ground floor with 3 floors of apartments consisting of a total of 12 no. apartments (9 no. two bedroom and 3 one bedroom) with basement car park and roof terrace. Block B is a 6-8 storey hotel with restaurant/bar; main entrance, kitchen and all ancillary accommodation at ground floor; at first floor consisting of 11 hotel bedrooms, 5 no. meeting rooms and landscape terrace; 2nd floor to 8th floor consisting of 155 bedrooms with overall total of 166 bedrooms all over basement car park. Block C is a 7 storey block consisting of office use at ground floor with 6 floors of apartments over consisting of a total of 21 apartments (3 one bedroom, 15 two bedroom and 3 three bedroom) with basement car park and roof terrace. Block D is a 6 storey block consisting of office use at ground floor with 5 floors of apartments consisting of 20 apartments (15 two bedroom and 5 one bedroom apartments) with basement car park and roof terrace. Block E is a 4 storey block consisting of office use with basement car park. The development includes new entranceway from Newtown Road, raised walkways and landscaping, ESB substation, new council boardwalk included along river edge, access to basement car-parks, pedestrian walkway providing for potential connection to adjoining sites to the north and south; connections to all public services and all associated site development works at former "Brooks" site, Newtown Road, Waterford.
10/46
Applicant: MTS Auto (Waterford) Ltd
Development: temporary permission (for 5 years) for a vehicle storage depot consisting of (1) Approx. 0.689 acres / 0.279Ha hardcore standing area, (2) Metal security fencing (2.4 metres high) and landscaped bund along Northern, Western and Southern boundaries for visual and acoustic screening, (3) New site entrance and boundary wall (2.4 meters high) along Eastern boundary and all associated site works at Carriganard, Six Cross Roads, Waterford.
	4.
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. H. Quinlan seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham.

	5.
	ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES


1. South East River Basin Management Plan 2009-2015
The Director of Environmental Services & Planning informed the meeting that the adoption of a River Basin Plan is a requirement of the EU Water Framework Directive.  The plan is “catchment” based and the South East plan involved 13 local authorities and the River Basin plans will be prepared on a six year cycle.
The draft Plan had been presented in detail to a Committee Meeting of the Council on March 22nd 2010.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed that the  South East River Basin Management Plan 2009-2015 as presented and discussion at meeting of 22nd March and is hereby adopted. 

2. Draft Bio-Diversity Plan 2010-2014

The draft Plan and report had been circulated with the agenda.

Presenting the report, the Director of Environmental Services & Planning outlined the principle objectives of the plan which is aimed at promoting better public awareness of local biodiversity issues and promoting the management and improvement of habitats and species.
It was intended to commence the statutory consultation period shortly and the matter would revert to Council for consideration in September.
Dealing with questions on the proposed park on the former Kilbarry landfill site, it was noted that it is scheduled to open in Spring 2011, the location of the car-park was given and it was stated that there was no provision for a second entrance from the Lacken Wood side. 
The Chair of the Environment SPC thanked all those who contributed to the plan and welcomed the inclusion of the IWT in the process.
The Members welcomed the draft plan and questions were dealt with in respect of the tree management policy, the implementation of the Plan and the Biodiversity Forum.
The draft plan would be included on the web site and as part of the public participation, it was agreed that a public open day would be arranged. 
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. M Roche and unanimously agreed the Draft Bio-Diversity Plan 2010-2014 go on public display.
	6.
	ROADS


1. Roads Programme 2010.
Following consideration at the Area Committee meetings, the amended 2010 Roads programme had been circulated with the agenda.

The main capital improvement schemes and road maintenance priorities and objectives were outlined to the meeting. On the capital side it was noted that a number of new schemes were due to commence in the current year including the realignment of the Old Tramore Road, the Ballygunner Junction, Ballycashin Hill and the Kilbarry Road.
Details of the proposed revenue priorities including a provision for traffic calming measures, Green Routes and routine maintenance were also outlined.
The Programme was broadly welcomed by the Members and questions were dealt with in respect of a number of matters including timescales for the completion of the Tramore Road, the installation of new bus shelters, the commencement date for the Old Tramore Road, the inclusion of pedestrian facilities at Ballygunner, the requirement for winter maintenance equipment and the inclusion of ramps on the Ballycashin Hill.

2. H.G.V. proposed route restrictions

A report had been circulated prior to the meeting on proposed HGV restrictions following consideration by the Transportation SPC.

The Senior Engineer Roads introduced the report and outlined the need to restrict HGV through access in a number of areas particularly a number of residential streets and schools where large numbers of passing HGVs were having a detrimental effect on the amenity and safety of local communities.. The proposed restrictions are not designed to prevent local commercial access for legitimate reasons and through HGV traffic will have the option of either using the new N25 Bypass or the former N25 route through the City.  
As Chair of the SPC, Cllr. Cunningham stated that the matter had been considered in depth at the Transportation SPC meetings, that the list is not prescriptive and that it is intended to review the impact of the restrictions within 3 months. He also thanked all the Members for their support and contributions.  
The Members welcomed the proposals as presented and questions were dealt with in respect of monitoring, enforcement, penalties the Bypass Toll Charges, publicity and marketing the Bypass route.

The proposals will operate as vehicle weight restrictions on the following roads: 
Bilberry Road - Suir Street – Gracedieu Road – Morgan Street – Carrickphierish Road-Knockhouse Road

Upper Yellow Rd – Cleaboy Rd – Tirconnell Ave – Lismore Park Rd (at the ‘Park Inn’) – Skibbereen Road

Keane’s Road – Morrisson’s Ave – Griffith Place – Slievekeale (from Keane’s Rd to Ard na Greine) – Cannon St.

Ballytruckle Rd and Lower Grange Rd (between the Inner Ring Rd and Pearse Park).
It is intended to introduce these restrictions as soon as possible and appropriate signage will be erected.
It was also agreed to consider increasing the pedestrian phases of the lights at the Clock Tower to improve pedestrian safety. 

3. Public lighting
A report on the current public lighting maintenance contract arrangements was circulated to the meeting.

Introducing the report, the Director of Services outlined the background to the electricity market deregulation, the details of the contract and the current transitional arrangements with Airtricity.

It was noted that tenders for new public lighting maintenance contracts were being prepared at a national level. It was intended that the new contracts would be substantially improved in many respects over the current arrangements but investment in the network and the technology may be required. 
A discussion on the matter ensued and Members expressed concerns regarding the response times to the public contact numbers, the delays in repairing lights, long outstanding repairs in a number of locations and the absence of local repair crews.

It was also agreed that a public e-mail address should be included in the new system. 

	7.
	JPC


The report which circulated with the Agenda was noted.

	8.
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conferences was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill and unanimously agreed.

1. Change Management in Local Government 19th -21st February – Westport Plaza Hotel, Mayo.

Cllr. J. D’Arcy.

2. Time Management, Media & IT Skills Conference 26th-28th March, 2010 – Quality Hotel, Clonakilty.

Cllr. J. D’Arcy

3. Better Communication – 19th-21st March, 2010 – Killarney Court Hotel.

Cllr. J. Cummins.

4. LAMA  Annual Conference  - Sligo Park Hotel – 9th & 10th April, 2010

Cllr. H. Quinlan. Cllr. L. O’Neill, Cllr. T. Cunningham, Cllr. D. Walsh, Cllr. D. Daniels, Cllr. P. Hayes.

	10.
	AOB


The Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise informed the meeting of the Deise DEN start-up enterprise competition which is aimed at stimulating innovation and entrepreneurship in Waterford with a prize fund valued at €25,000. 
A tour of the new Crystal factory on The Mall then followed.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ____________________

Dated:___________________

