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     WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL
MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 11th January 2010
	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha
An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach 

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill
An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh
An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin 

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Gearóid de Uidheas

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain 

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó Cuimín

An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Néill,
An Comhairleoir Séan Ó hAilligán, Meara
	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          




Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager



Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services & Planning 


Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation


Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise
Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner 
Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer 



Mr. B. Duggan. Senior Executive Officer


Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer


Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer
	APOLOGY:          


An apology was received from An Comhairleoir Risteard de Róiste
who was unable to attend.
	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathies to the families of:
Cardinal Cathal Daly, former Primate of All Ireland
Alice O Gorman, mother of Siobhan, City Council Employee
Ray Kavanagh,  City Council Employee
Brian Griffin

Maria Brown

Una Higgins

Clair Winkle

Gary Murphy

The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
The Mayor informed the meeting he intended to suspend standing orders at 6.30p.m.and resolve into Committee for a presentation by the City Manager on the Heads of Agreement with WWRD.
CORRECTION OF MINUTES – 14th December 2009
The following correction was agreed - Page 2466 –Part X Planning & Development Act, 2000 - Part 10 Planning & Development Regulations 2001, as amended - Commencement of the Process: 

Waterford city flood alleviation scheme (phases 2,3 & 4)

The substitution of the following text,
“The commencement of the process was noted and the matter will revert to Council for decision following the public consultation process.”

With “The commencement of the process was noted and approved for submission to An Bord Pleanala for decision.”

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. J Cummins  and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting  held 14th December, 2009 be confirmed and signed.
It was proposed by Cllr. H. Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. M Roche and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Statutory Budget Meeting  held 21st December, 2009 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting held 14th December, 2009.
Question:  Cllr. L. O Neill
Can we discuss the issue of derelict sites in the City at a meeting?
Answer: Yes, it was agreed to hold a workshop.
Questions:  Cllr. S. Ryan
Can the public lighting maintenance contact details be circulated and can the public lighting faults at the Outer Ring Road and Central Avenue be dealt with?
Answer: Details will be circulated and the complaints followed up through the maintenance contract.
Question Cllr. J. Cummins
1. Why have the drains on the Tramore Road not been cleared?
2. Can the emergency contact details and information be placed on the website?

Answer:
1. Due to unprecedented weather conditions all resources have been committed to snow and ice clearance but work on gulley cleaning will resume shortly.

2. Yes this has been done 

Question:  Cllr. G. Wyse
Complimented the Council’s action in dealing with the dereliction at the Old Stand. Can the public lighting in Arundle Sq. be repaired?
Answer: Yes, will follow up through the maintenance contract. 

Question:  Cllr.  J. Walsh
With regards to a HGV policy, has a date for the next meeting of the Transportation SPC been arranged?
Answer: The next meeting will be held on Thursday 14th January.
All members paid compliments to the Council staff for their work in dealing with the adverse weather conditions over the past few weeks including the gritting of roads and the response to water supply problems.
In a statement to the meeting, the City Manager, advised that road crews had been working day and night for the past three weeks including the Christmas period to ensure that all of the main roads within the City were treated and kept open. On water supply, a significant number of individual households had lost water over the previous days as a result of freezing pipes. There was no significant threat to the City’s water supply and repairs were being carried out as quickly as possible and water supplied to people in need. An issue had arisen over the weekend when the emergency call lines had difficulty coping due to the unprecedented demand and backup measures had been put in place. 

Statutory Budget Meeting held 21st December, 2009.
Question:  Cllr. D. Daniels

1. Have we got our road grant allocation for 2010 yet? 
2. Has there been any discussion with Bus Eireann regarding curtailing routes?

Answer:  1. No, the grants are normally notified in February.

                2. No, but will make contact with them.

Questions:  Cllr. S. Ryan

1. Can Bus Eireann be invited to a meeting of the Council?

2. Can the Council investigate the provision of a Library service for the Ballytruckle area?
Answer:  1. It was agreed that this should be progressed through the Transportation SPC.
                2. The City Manager agreed to prepare a brief report.

Questions:  Cllr. D. Cullinane
What was the position with regards to the Community and Arts Grants scheme? 
Answer:   Applications for the scheme will be advertised shortly. 
	PLANNING


1.Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008 - Commencement of the Process: 
To construct a single storey building on the former Glancy’s Garage site, at the corner of Peter Street and Henrietta Street, Waterford.

L. Power, Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise outlined the proposed works which are to include a craft works incubation space and retail area. Initially the main craft will be glass cutting and a significant level of grant funding is being allocated through the City Enterprise Board.

 
The Members welcomed the proposed development.

Questions were dealt with concerning the type of crafts, the scale of the development, the potential for future expansion, derelict properties in the vicinity and potential overlooking by adjoining properties.  

The commencement of the process was noted and the matter will revert to Council for decision following the public consultation process.
2.The following planning files were referred to the Area Meetings

09/243
Applicant: Meteor Mobile Communications Ltd
Development: the construction of a 4m high flag pole with 3 no antennas shrouded inside and 2 no RT dishes fixed into the roof, all located at roof level, with the associated telecommunications cabinets and equipment located on the 1st floor balcony at Ballinakill Shopping Centre, Dunmore Road, Waterford.
09/256
Applicant: Darryl Kavanagh
Development: temporary carpark, new entrance off public road, barrier controlled entrance and all associated site works at Sunrise Crescent, Kilbarry, Townland of Past Time Knock, Waterford.
09/258
Applicant: Meteor Mobile Communications Ltd
Development: to retain 3 no. panel antennae and 2 no. RT dishes which are attached to an existing chimney structure, with associated telecommunications equipment located within the existing factory building (The chimney structure is a protected structure) at Ard na Greine, Tycor Business Centre, Tycor Road, Waterford City.
09/241
Applicant: Maurice & Ann Scanlon
Development: to construct 2 no. bedrooms over the existing garage and utility room at 11 Ormonde Crescent, Lismore Park, Waterford. 
It was also requested to refer the Glanbia application to the area meetings when submitted. 
3. Events Licence – St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed to commence the public consultation process.

	4.
	ROADS


Roads Act, 1993 –Extinguishment of public right-of-way – Ballytruckle Road – 
A report on this matter was circulated with the agenda and presented to the meeting. Following Council approval in November, the proposal to extinguish the above right-of-way had been publically advertised in the local press and the statutory notice placed on site in accordance with the requirements of Section 73 of the Roads Act 1993.

A total of five (5) submissions were received by the due date from residents living in the immediate area.

Four of the submissions received supported the proposed closure with one submission opposed.  
Questions were dealt with concerning the submissions, a previous opinion survey, safety at the pedestrian crossing and potential inconvenience to school children and parents. 
A discussion on the matter ensued and the difficulties experienced by residents in the area from anti-social activity outlined.
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. M . Roche and unanimously agreed to extinguish public right-of-way.
	5.
	WATERFORD CRYSTAL UPDATE


The City Manager gave an update to the meeting on the current status of the project to use the former ESB site on The Mall for a Crystal factory and visitor centre. Two separate contracts were currently on site. The first involved the conversion of the former Sheridan’s Garage and Council Stores site to a crystal manufacturing facility and the second contract was for the creation on the ground floor of the former ESB building of a showroom, café and retail centre with Council offices on the upper floors. The entire building is being re-clad and the works would also include significant upgrades to external areas.

There was a very tight timeframe for the completion of these contracts in advance of the summer season but work was progressing well.

On completion, WWRD will operate the Crystal manufacturing and visitor facility and will lease the premises from the Council on commercial terms. 

With regards to the Heritage Quarter, work on the conversion of the Bishop’s Palace to an eighteenth century museum would commence in the current year and it was also intended to open the undercroft for visitors later in 2010. In addition plans for an upgrade of the public realm area in Cathedral Square were being advanced.

Questions were dealt with on the proposed disposal of the former Waterford Crystal plant at Kilbarry, the potential for WIT, the social centre and rezoning of the site. 
The Members welcomed the proposed developments and it was agreed that Council should be updated on the project every month. 

	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Correspondence which circulated with the Agenda was noted.
	
	MOTIONS


It was agreed to allocate 30 minutes at the next meeting to consider motions on the Agenda.
	SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS


As agreed earlier, the Meeting resolved into Committee to discuss the Heads of Agreement between the Council and WWRD Group Holdings.
The City Manager outlined the detail of the Agreement to Council including the full extent of the Council commitment, the leasehold arrangements, funding for the project, the identified risks and all other aspects.
The Manager asked that the details be kept confidential. 

Following a lengthy discussion and several questions, the Council approved the details of the agreement as outlined by the City Manager and agreed to proceed.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ____________________

Dated:___________________

