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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 10th May 2010
	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 
An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Gearóid de Uidheas

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain 

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó Cuimín

An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh 

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Néill

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill, 

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó hAilligán, Meara.
	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          




Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager



Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services & Planning 



Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation



Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance



Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise

Mr. B. Duggan. Senior Executive Officer

Mr. R. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer



Ms. C. Hartley, Administrative Officer


Ms J. Cantwell, City Librarian



Mr. C. Nolan, Arts Officer

	APOLOGY:          


An apology was received from An Comhairleoir Risteard de Róiste, who was unable to attend.

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathies to the family of the late Bridie Brett
The Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. L. O Neill, seconded by Cllr. S Ryan and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting held 12th April, 2010 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting held 12th April, 2010.

Question:  Cllr. S. Ryan

Any update on the use of planning regulations to restrict Head Shops?

Is the current surface on the Tramore Road the finished surface?

Will a cycle lane be provided for the full length of the road?

When will work commence on the Old Tramore Road?

Answer:
Planning is not most appropriate mechanism and legislation to govern head shops is being dealt with by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.
Tramore Road - the current road surface is temporary pending settlement of the new road fill, an  asphalt wearing course will be laid during the Autumn and the cycle lane marking will be considered at that time.

Old Tramore Road – the Council is in the process of appointing a contractor and would expect work to commence on site within a few weeks.
Question:  Cllr.  L. O. Neill
Is there a possibility that the Old Tramore Road and main Tramore Road would be closed at the same time to facilitate the works?
Answer: 

No and the Council will have a full traffic management plan in place.
Question: - Cllr. J. Walsh
What the position on the Ballygunner Junction realignment and the pedestrian lights phasing on both the Clock Tower and Bridge crossing points?.
Answer:

Pedestrian crossing phases – the timings on all of The Quay pedestrian lights have been increased and standardised. The Gardai have been contacted with regards to motorists jumping the red lights.

Ballygunner Junction Realignment – it is intended to commence work in the early summer.
Question: - Cllr. P. Hayes

What is the present position regarding the Ard Ri site?
Answer: 

The City Manager informed the meeting that the site is now on the derelict sites register and that an improvement notice will issue shortly. In the event the owners fail to act, it is intended that the Council would undertake works estimated at €200,000 to remove the dereliction. The Council would seek recovery from the owner but there is a potential financial liability to the Council.
Question: - Cllr. J. Cummins

What is the position with regards to the work on Ballycashin hill?
When will the HGV restrictions be in operation?
What is the update regarding the other sites that required improvements?  

Answer: 
Ballycashin Hill – this contract is at tender stage and should commence in June.
HGV Restrictions – These have been publically advertised and the restrictions will come into effect within the next week.

Presentation of buildings - 25-30 owners have replied and are undertaking improvements. The Council will follow up with the remainder.
Question: - Cllr. D. Cullinane

If the Council does work on derelict sites will the Council have a claim on site?

Can Council recoup such costs from a future planning application on the site?

Answer:
The City Manager advised that the Council can seek to recover costs as a civil debt through the courts but there is no scope to recoup from planning contributions. Action is being taken in the case of the Ard Ri site as it is the most prominent in the City and the Manager will advise the Council if similar action is required on further sites. 
Question:Cllr. D. Walsh

Any progress on public park on in Ferrybank?
Answer:

Not as yet.
Question:Cllr. D. Daniels
Will Council be applying for further funding for roads this year? 

Answer:
Yes if the opportunity arises.
	PLANNING


The following planning file was referred to the Area Meetings
10/72

Applicant: Telefonica 02 Ireland Ltd
Development: to retain the existing for an existing mobile phone base station comprising 3 No. panel antenna, 1 No. link dish antenna with cable tray mounted on face of disused industrial chimney, a protected structure, and ancillary fittings and cablings (RETENTION) at Tycor Business Centre, Tycor Avenue, Waterford City.
10/73

Applicant: MMM Ltd.
Development: change of use of ground floor of existing World of Wonder store from retail warehouse to car showrooms, for the provision of signage to front elevation and for new vehicular entrance on eastern elevation, and all associated site development works at World of Wonder , Inner Ring Road, Waterford.

	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. D. Daniels seconded by Cllr. J. Cummins.
	 
	Finance


The Statutory Audit Report for 2008 was introduced by the Head of Finance.

Questions were dealt with concerning development contributions, recoupment from government departments, procurement, implications of VAT changes, delays and penalties incurred in social and affordable housing schemes, overhead cabling and members foreign travel.
In dealing with a number of questions, the City Manager advised the meeting that the €3.5m in outstanding planning contributions referred to amounts invoiced but that the true figure owed in respect of developments which had actually commenced was closer to €1m and that these amounts were being pursued. He also stated that the procurement issues referred to some technical breaches of the guidelines but that he was satisfied that full value for money had been achieved.

The report circulated with the agenda was noted.

	
	Homeless Action Plan


The Homeless Action Plan 2010 – 2013 was introduced by the Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise and details of the main proposals outlined.

Questions were dealt with concerning the background to homelessness, homelessness arising from anti social behavior, victims of domestic violence and concerns regarding younger homeless people,
The Plan was unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. S. Ryan and seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh. 

	
	ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES


Climate Change Strategy 

The draft Climate Change Strategy was introduced by the Director of Environmental Services & Planning 
It was agreed on the proposition of Cllr. P. Hayes and seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham that the plan as presented should go on public display. Following the public consultation process the Plan will revert to Council later in the year for consideration.
Kilbarry Cemetery Byelaws
Draft byelaws had been presented to the February 2010 monthly Council meeting and thereafter were put on public display.

It was noted that no submissions were received during the statutory public consultation process.
Questions were dealt with in respect of traffic management, arrangements with Southend F.C. and wheel washing facilities for construction traffic. The meeting was advised that the new cemetery would open later in the year.
It was agreed on the proposition of Cllr. P. Hayes and seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan that the Kilbarry Cemetry Bye laws as presented be adopted.

	
	ARTS PLAN


The Arts Plan discussion document was introduced by the Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise.The document proposed a significant change in focus in how the Arts would develop in the City and how funding would be prioritised. It was proposed that the new Arts Plan would be based on a number of themes including the development of a number of viable venues, the promotion of a number of annual national class festivals and the development of a competitive tendering approach to arts funding that would reward innovation and creativity.
In the discussion that followed, the Members broadly welcomed the document. Questions were dealt with in respect of community input, marketing, resources and the implementation of the Plan 
The meeting was advised of the proposed public consultation process which was to include public meetings, online surveys and distribution to schools and libraries. It was intended that a draft plan would be available for consideration by the SPC in August.
It was agreed on the proposition of Cllr. L O Neill and seconded by Cllr. D Daniels that the consultation process for a new Arts Plan should proceed. 
	
	WWRD PROJECT


The City Manager updated the meeting on the current status of the new Crystal factory and visitor centre. All contracts were proceeding to schedule and it was expected that the facilities would open for business in the first week of June. The formal opening would take place on June 21st to 22nd and full details will be advised to the Council when available.

Questions were dealt with concerning drawdown’s from the globalisation fund and IDA investment priorities.
	
	STANDING ORDERS


On the proposition of Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes, it was unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders for 10 minutes to deal with the following items.

	
	BUSINESS SUPPORT UNIT


The Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise outlined role of unit, the work undertaken to date and proposals for future initiatives.
The creation of the Unit was welcomed by the Members and seen as a very positive development for the Council.
	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conferences was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. J. Cummins and unanimously agreed.
1. IPI: National Planning Conference 2010, Planning for a smarter Ireland 15TH -16TH April Tullamore Court Hotel, Tullmore Co.Offaly.
Cllr. H Quinlan, Cllr Cha O’ Neill, Cllr. Seamus Ryan.
2. Climate change and you, Wexford County Development Board 21st April. Riverside Park Hotel, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.
Cllr.S Ryan

The Members asked that the Mayor acknowledge the letter from Tom Browne and that the Mayor write to the relevant agencies. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ____________________

Dated:___________________

