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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL
MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 8th March 2010
	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Risteard de Róiste,
An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh 
An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Gearóid de Uidheas

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain 

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó Cuimín

An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill, Leas Meara
	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          




Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services & Planning 


Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation



Mr. B.O’Kane,D/Head of Finance



Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise

Mr. B. Duggan. Senior Executive Officer
Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer
Mr. R. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer


Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer
Due to the absence of the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor assumed the Chair.
	APOLOGY:          


An apology was received from An Comhairleoir Séan Ó hAilligán, Meara,  An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin, An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Néill, who were unable to attend.

Following a query from Cllr. D. Cullinane, Cllr. S. Ryan and the Mayor, Cllr. J. Halligan regarding the Housing Rents Scheme, the Director of Housing, Community & Enterprise informed the meeting that an anomaly had been identified in the calculation of the Differential Rents Scheme resulting in a small number of tenants being charged higher rents. The anomaly is to be rectified immediately and there will be no increase in rents unless household income has increased. A complete redesign of the Differential Rents Scheme will be completed in 2010 to make the system more equitable.
	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathies to the family of:
Kay Drohan, sister in law of Cllr. D. Walsh

Eileen Carey, 12 Beau Street

Jack Tierney, Viewmount

Robert Jephson, Ardkeen Stores

Frank McGrath, former City Council employee
Margaret Whitty, wife of Joe Whitty, City Council employee
The Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes , seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan  and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting  held 8th February, 2010 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting held 8th February, 2010.

Questions:  Cllr. S. Ryan
1.  Have the annual road grant allocations being notified and is the roads programme for 2010 available? 

 2. Did we receive emergency funding for urgent road repairs arising from the bad weather?

Answer:.
1. Yes, details of the draft Roads Programme will be presented to the Area Meetings next week and the full programme will revert to the April Council meeting.
2. No specific additional allocation was received, but a change in the Department’s criteria allows the Council greater discretion in the use of the allocation.
Questions:  Cllr.  G. Wyse/Cllr. M. Roche
1. Any update on a bin on the Williamstown Road to facilitate dog owners?
 2. Can we contact Airtricity in respect of repairs to public lighting at Arundel Lane?
Answer: 

1. The issue here is not so much the provision of a bin but the actions of some dog owners failing to take responsibility. The Council is considering a public awareness campaign on the matter.
2. We will contact Airtricity regarding this issue.
Question Cllr. D. Cullinane

In respect of privately developed sites at Booterstown, where does the responsibility lie for taking in charge and in particular the finish to boundary walls?
Answer:

In this case responsibility rests with the individual home owners.
Question:  Cllr. M. Roche
1. Can we have an update on the meeting held on 22nd February with the HSE?
Answer: 
2. The Mayor will revert.
	PLANNING


1. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008 - Completion of the Process: 

Glancy’s Garage – Peter Street/Henrietta Street
The Senior Planner in his report outlined the scope of the proposed works to include:

Construction of a single storey building comprising craft workshop/studio with associated retail element at the former Glancy’s garage site.  The site is located within an Architectural Conservation Area.
One submission was received in respect of environmental issues associated with glass manufacturing and the absence of an EIS for the development.
All the issues raised were addressed in the report.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed that the proposed works to construct a single storey building proceed as set out in Manager’s Report dated 8th March, 2010 which  circulated prior to the meeting. 

2. Events Licence St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Planning & Development Act 2000 (Part XVI) & Planning & Development Regulations, 2001 – Procedure relating to the holding of a prescribed event by a Local Authority -  Waterford City St. Patrick’s Day Street Parade on 17th March,  2010.
The report from the Director of Environmental Services & Planning dated 4th March, 2010 and made in accordance with Section 238 (as amended) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 was circulated prior to  the meeting.

On the proposition of Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan it was unanimously agreed that the proposed street parade proceed as advertised.

2.The following planning file was referred to the Area Meetings

10/22
Applicant: Sean & Kieran Carey
Development: To infill area of lands zoned opportunity site (0.6359 Hect) with inert fill, by an average depth of circa 1m, over the area indicated on site plan (PROTECTED STRUCTURE) at lands adjoining Lacken Ind. Park, Lacken Road, Kilbarry, Waterford and , Kilbarry Church ruins (Protected Structure).
	4.
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. J. Cummins seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan.
	5.
	ANNUAL REPORT


It was agreed to refer the annual report to a Council Meeting in Committee to be held on 22nd March
	6.
	JPC ANNUAL REPORT


The contents of the report were noted.
	7.
	COMMUNITY & RECREATION GRANTS


Following consideration at the recent workshop, a report and recommendations on the Community and Recreation Grants for 2010 had been circulated with the agenda.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed to allocate the amounts as set out hereunder to the organisations/associations listed:

	RESIDENTS ASSOCIATIONS
	
	
	
	

	Name
	
	Amount Sought 2010
	
	Amount Recommended 2010

	Ardkeen Village Res Ass
	
	€1,000
	
	€350

	Ballinakill Downs Res Ass
	
	€687
	
	€350

	Ballinakill Res Ass
	
	€1,000
	
	€350

	Barrack Street Res Ass
	
	€485
	
	€350

	Bishopsgrove Residents Ass
	
	€800
	
	€350

	Carn Glas & Carraig Heights Ress Ass
	
	€1,000
	
	€350

	Clashrea Place
	
	€1,000
	
	€350

	Collins Avenue Res Ass
	
	€400
	
	€350

	Farmleigh Residents Ass
	
	€500
	
	€350

	Grange Heights Res Ass
	
	€900
	
	€350

	Grange Manor Res Ass
	
	€400
	
	€350

	Granstown Park Res Ass
	
	€1,500
	
	€350

	Grantstown Village Res Ass
	
	€2,525
	
	€350

	Greenfields Residents Ass
	
	€800
	
	€350

	Kilcaragh Village Res Ass
	
	€400
	
	€350

	Kill St Lawrence Res Ass
	
	€0
	
	€350

	King's Channel Res Ass
	
	€15,000
	
	€350

	Leoville Res Ass
	
	€500
	
	€350

	Maypark Village Res Ass
	
	€400
	
	€350

	Mount Pleasant Res Ass
	
	€400
	
	€350

	Mount Suir Residents Committee
	
	€1,600
	
	€350

	Powerscourt Lawns Res Ass
	
	€400
	
	€350

	The Grange Res Ass
	
	€3,600
	
	€350

	The Moorings Res Ass
	
	€400
	
	€350

	The Village Res Ass
	
	€400
	
	€350

	The Willows Residents Ass
	
	€800
	
	€350

	Viewmount Res Ass
	
	€500
	
	€350

	Williamstown Park Res Ass
	
	€600
	
	€350

	Williamstown Village Res Ass
	
	€1,154
	
	€350

	Woodlawn Grove Res Ass
	
	€400
	
	€350

	
	
	€39,551
	
	€10,500

	Sports / Recreation Clubs
	
	
	
	

	Name
	
	Amount Sought 2010
	
	Amount Recommended 2010

	Ferrybank AFC
	
	€20,000
	
	€350

	St Saviours Soccer Club
	
	€500
	
	€350

	Waterford Muay Thai
	
	€1,500
	
	€350

	Southend United Football Club
	
	€600
	
	€350

	St Paul's Boxing Club
	
	€750
	
	€350

	Waterford City R.F.C. 
	
	€1,000
	
	€350


	Waterford Street Soccer League
	
	€500
	
	€500

	
	
	€24,850
	
	€2,600

	Community Projects
	
	
	
	

	Name
	
	Amount Sought 2010
	
	Amount Recommended 2010

	Ballybeg Horticulture Project
	
	€5,088
	
	€350

	Killure Grove After School Programme
	
	€2,000
	
	€350

	Edmund Rice Integration Support Unit
	
	€380
	
	€350

	County Waterford Community Based Drugs Initiative
	
	€300
	
	€0

	(Not a City based initiative)
	
	
	
	

	Waterford Garden Plant Society
	
	€932
	
	€350

	Golden Years Festival
	
	€3,000
	
	€950

	Sacred Heart Community Action Group
	
	€5,000
	
	€350

	Rise and Shine Youth Club
	
	€600
	
	€350

	FACT Fathers and Children Together
	
	€4,000
	
	€350

	Sacred Heart Active Retirement
	
	€400
	
	€350

	
	
	€21,700
	
	€3,750

	TOTAL COMMUNITY & RECREATION GRANTS 2010
	
	
	
	€16,850


	8.
	NEW POLLING SCHEME


A report had been circulated with the agenda and was presented to the meeting.

A new Polling Scheme was required to incorporate the changes necessary following alterations to the Electoral Area boundaries in 2008. 

Following consideration of the draft Scheme at the Area Committee meetings in January, the Scheme had been advertised and made available for public inspection in accordance with the requirements of the Electoral Act 1992 and the Electoral (Polling Scheme) Regulations 2005.
No objections or submissions were received during the statutory period.

The Polling Scheme was adopted on the proposition of Cllr. J. Cummins seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed.
	
	WWRD PROJECT


The City Manager gave an update to the meeting on the current status of the new Crystal factory and visitor centre The Mall. The two main contracts on the factory and visitor centre were progressing on schedule and in spite of the tight timeframes, the Manager was confident that the work would be complete and the facility operational by June 1st with an official opening to take place in late June.  
In conjunction with the Crystal centre, work was on-going on the development of complementary heritage attractions in the immediate area which would form a heritage trail with guided walking tours starting in June. In addition Destination Waterford were pulling all of the local tourist interests together to market the City and its attractions.

In the discussion that ensued a number of questions were dealt with by the Manager.

Work on the conversion of the Bishop’s Palace to an eighteenth century museum would commence later in the year and there was a proposal to convert the adjoining car-park into a garden.  
Dealing with questions on WWRD, the Manager outlined the broad structure of the company and the relationship with KPS.

On derelict sites in the area, it was agreed to consider this matter in greater detail at the Committee Meeting on March 22nd.
Questions were also dealt with concerning marketing, attracting cruise and bus tours, tendering for local suppliers and web publicity. 

In conclusion, the Manager agreed to arrange a site visit to the development before the April Council meeting.
	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following  conferences was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. J. D’Arcy and unanimously agreed.

1. AMAI Spring Seminar, Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo - 12th-13th February, 2010. – Sligo Park Hotel

    Cllr. P. Hayes.

2. 21st Colmcille Winter School – 26th-28th February, 2010. – Colmcille Heritage Centre, Gartan, Church Hill, Letterkenny.

Cllr. P. Hayes

3. ACCC  - Annual Conference, Ballykisteen Hotel, Limerick Junction – 4th-5th March, 2010

Cllr. D. Daniels, Cllr. P. Hayes, Cllr. H. Quinlan, Cllr. L. O’Neill, Cllr. T. Cunningham.

4. Managing Street & Promoting positive Mental Health, The Kingsvalley Hotel, Galway – 16th18th February, 2010.

Cllr. J. D’Arcy.

	
	MOTIONS


1. Motion No. 552 standing in his name was withdrawn by Cllr. D. Cullinane with the agreement of the meeting. 
Reg. No. 536 (dated 30/06/09)
The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane seconded by Cllr. S Ryan and unanimously agreed. 
 “This Council notes:

· The proliferation of ‘Head Shops’ across the state and their availability locally 
· The concern of parents, health professionals and drug awareness workers about 
                     the availability and the chemical composition of the products on sale 
· The dishonest way products for sale in these shops are marketed and sold 
and calls for:

· Urgent Government intervention to provide a regulatory framework for this 
       industry 

· EU and National legislation to deal with the marketing, advertising and packaging               

        of    products in this area 

· Increased funding for community based drug education programmes”

Reg. No. 552 (dated 08/02/2010) 

Concerns were expressed by the Members on the proliferation of Head shops, the nature

and composition of the products available and the impact on communities. It was noted that 

there was no action that could be taken by the Council under the Planning Acts.

It was agreed to send a copy of the motion to the other local authorities.

2. The following motion standing in his name was in his  name was proposed by  of Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and it was unanimously agreed that it be referred to Meeting in Committee to be held on 22nd March, 2010.
“That a report be presented to Council on the Housing Estates in the City that are in the process of being taken-in-charge by City Council; also and update on estates/developments where works are outstanding before the taking-in-charge process is completed.”

Reg. No. 537 (dated 03/07/09)

3. The following motion standing  in his name was proposed by Cllr. G. Wyse seconded by 
Cllr. J. Walsh and unanimously agreed.
“That Waterford City Council pursue and encourage the provision of a Sports 

Stadium/Concert venue for Waterford A.S.A.P.”

Reg. No. 539 (dated 27/07/09)
The City Manager informed the meeting that the City Council had made an investment of over €4m in the development of the Regional Sports Centre in recent years which was now a significant facility with a regional dimension. He stated that the Council would be willing to work with interested parties for further development or to explore other options. 
4(a) The following Motion standing in his name was proposed by of Cllr. S. Ryan seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed.
“Waterford City Council call on the government to put a two-year moratorium on house repossessions in place to protect those households who are simply struggling to meet their mortgage. This Council further calls on government to set up a mediation service to assist borrowers in coming to satisfactory arrangements with lenders, such as extending the period of a mortgage, putting a mortgage on an interest-only basis, or rolling up interest for a period, and to act on behalf of borrowers in negotiating with financial institutions and public authorities in working out viable repayment.”

Reg. No. 547 (dated 09/11/09)

5.  The following motion standing  in his  name was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed.
“That Waterford City Council write to the Health Service Executive to urge the implementation of the Comhairle na nOspideal’s (2003) recommendation on the appointment of four dermatologists for the South East Region together with ancillary staff and facilities.”

Reg. No. 550 (dated 28/11/2009).
It was agreed to forward the motion to the Minister for Health and Local Authorities in the

South East Region.
6. The following
Motion standing  in his  name was proposed by  Cllr. D. Walsh seconded by 
Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed.
“That Waterford City Council investigate the provision of a Public Park in Ferrybank”

Reg. No. 551 (dated 05/01/10)
Dealing with a question, the City Manager agreed to discuss the possibility of a joint venture 

with Kilkenny Co. Council but noted that there was no funding available. 
	AOB


Cllr. M. Roche raised a question in respect of illegally parked caravans on lands at the Airport Road.  The Mayor confirmed this would be discussed at the Area Meetings on Monday 15th March.
Cllr. P. Hayes asked that the trees in Crescent Drive and Closegate be pruned.

Responding to a question from Cllr. J. D’Arcy on the Throwing Area at the Regional Sports Centre, the Director of Housing Community & Enterprise confirmed that a solution in association with Athletic Ireland would be in place over the next couple of weeks.
The Meeting then resolved into Committee.

The Deputy Mayor informed the meeting that the Mayor had accepted an invitation to visit Boston and Rochester in May of this year.

It was proposed by Cllr P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and unanimously agreed that the Major, Cllr. J. Halligan and his partner accept the invitation to visit Boston and Rochester to continue to promote links between our communities.

The City Manager informed the meeting that due to the industrial dispute and restrictions by some staff unions on working outside normal hours, that the area meetings to be held on 15th March, would have to be re scheduled as follows:

Area South at 2p.m., Area North at 3p.m. and Area East at 4.p.m.

He also informed the Members that the Unions had instructed their staff members not to respond to political representations from politicians from the Government parties.
It was agreed to hold a Committee Meeting of the full Council on March 22nd at 4.00pm to consider the following items – the South East River Basin Management Plan, Derelict Sites and the Annual Report 2009.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ____________________

Dated:___________________







