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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL
MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 8th February 2010
	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin 

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Gearóid de Uidheas

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain 

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó Cuimín

An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Néill,
An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill, Leas Meara

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          




Ms. C. Byrne, Deputy City Manager 


Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation



Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance



Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing, Community Services & Enterprise

Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner 
Mr. B. Duggan. Senior Executive Officer
Ms. J. Cantwell, City Librarian

Mr. C. Nolan, Arts Officer 

Mr. R. Maddock, Senior Architeect

Mr. R. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer,

Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer


Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer
Due to the absence of the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor assumed the Chair.
	APOLOGY:          


An apology was received from An Comhairleoir Séan Ó hAilligán, Meara, An Comhairleoir Risteard de Róiste, An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach and Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager who were unable to attend.

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathies to the family of:
Thomás MacGiolla
The D/Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on her own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. L. O’Neill , seconded by Cllr. J Cummins  and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting  held 11th January, 2010 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting held 11th January, 2010.

Questions:  Cllr. S. Ryan
1. Has the public lighting maintenance contract changed from the ESB?

2. Did we receive our roads allocation and did we write to the Minister for emergency funding in respect of urgent road repairs arising from the bad weather?

Answer:.
1. Yes, the public maintenance contract was transferred from ESB to Airtricity in December.

2. No notification on allocations to date. A submission on emergency road repair funding has been made but no response has been received as yet.

Question: Cllr. L. O’Neill
When will the workshop on derelict sites be held?

Answer: 
It will be held on 22nd February at 4p.m.
Question Cllr. D. Cullinane
Can we have a report in respect of the roads that require emergency repairs?
Answer:
A number of roads including Ballycashin Hill, the Knockhouse Road, the Green Road and Bilberry require serious remedial works arising from the recent bad weather and these have been included in the submission to the Department.  There are a significant number of potholes on other roads and these will be dealt with on a priority basis over the coming weeks.
Question:  Cllr. M. Roche
Has a decision been made on the treatment of the of the right-of-way closure at Ballytruckle Road?

Answer: 
No decision, this will be discussed at the Area Meeting.

Question:  Cllr.  G. Wyse
Can we put a bin on the Williamstown Road to facilitate dog owners?

Answer: 
This can be investigated but the Director of Service expressed concern on maintenance costs and that bins in these locations tend to be abused and not used for the purpose intended.
Question: Cllr. J. Walsh
When will the HGV policy come before Council?

Answer: There will be a draft at the next SPC meeting in March and a recommendation will issue to Council.

Question: Cllr. S. Ryan / Cllr. L. O’Neill
Will the HGV policy take the Cleaboy Road and Roanmore into account?

Answer

All routes currently used by HGVs in the City Centre will be considered.
Question:  Cllr. J. Cummins

1. Have we any traffic numbers for the By-Pass?

2. Can the Waterford Crystal signage to the Cork Road be removed?

Answer
1. Not as yet
2. Yes

	PLANNING


1. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008 - Completion of the Process: 

Upgrading and extension to Bolton Street car park to include provision for coach parking.
The Senior Planner in his report outlined the scope of the proposed works to include:

· Demolition and site clearance works to existing Waterford City Plant Depot, extend existing car parking area to provide for new coach parking spaces and additional  car parking

· An upgrade of the existing boundary wall, the incorporation of the flood retaining wall, new public lighting, CCTV, signage and line markings.

During the public consultation period, a review of the proposed internal layout of the car park was undertaken and a modified layout was now proposed.  The modification provides for – separation of traffic flows between the bus park and the car park, a one-way circulatory system within the car park and a more efficient parking layout providing 144 car parking spaces.

It was recommended that the development, as modified, proceed.

One submission was received concerning the need for a Traffic Impact Assessment, the width of riverside footpath, the relationship with Bolton Street Urban Design Framework and the “ad hoc” nature of the overall crystal visitor project and absence of an EIS.
All the issues raised were addressed in the report.

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed that the proposed works to upgrade and extend Bolton Street car park to include provision for coach parking proceed as set out in Manager’s Report dated 5th February, 2010 which had been circulated with the agenda. 

Questions were dealt with in respect of parking charges, lighting overflow, disposal of sewage, wash down area and a coach lock up facility at night. 
The Senior Planner advised of the following correction to the minutes of Council Meeting held 14th December, as follows: Item No. 1 under the heading Planning “11th September” should read “11th December” on Page 2466. This correction was noted and agreed.
2.The following planning files were referred to the Area Meetings

10/1
Applicant: Darryl Kavanagh
Development: temporary carpark, new entrance off public road, barrier controlled entrance and all associated site works at Sunrise Crescent, Kilbarry, Townland of Past Time Knock, Waterford.
10/11
Applicant: John & Marie Hegarty
Development:. the provision of one no. two storey dormer dwelling house and associated site works within the grounds (PROTECTED STRUCTURE) at Ardenagh , Newtown Road, Waterford.
10/4
Applicant: Glanbia Estates Ltd
Development: a residential development comprising 40 No. 2-storey detached and terraced dwelling houses, associated works and works to improve woodland public open space. Accomodation will consist of 12 No. 4 bedroom detached houses(187.8sq.m), 12 No. 4 bedroom detached houses (234.1sq.m) & 11 No. 5 bedroom detached houses (282.6 sq.m) all of the above houses to be provided with detached garages (25.0sq.m). Existing former stable and outbuilding stuctures to be altered and extended to provide 5 No. 2-storey dwelling houses, including 2 No. 3 bedroom terrace houses (124.1sq.m & 131.3sq.m) & 3 No. 2 bedroom terrace houses (107.8sq.m, 104.5sq.m & 95.1sq.m). All of the above works to be undertaken complete with 2 new site entrances to Maypark Lane, car parking, demolition of existing structures, internal access roads, landscaping, reinstatement of existing pond and all associated site works at Glanbia Liquid Milk Depot, Maypark Lane, Waterford.
3. Taking in Charge of Estates – Completion of the Process.

The Director of Environmental Services and Planning report circulated with the Agenda.

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill  unanimously agreed that an order declaring that the roads in the following estates,   be public roads, be made in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993 and in compliance with Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000:
1. Booterstown, Grantstown.
2. Williamstown Village, Grantstown.
3. Killure Manor, Kilcohan.
4. Bracken Drive, Kilcohan.
5. Ozier Park Terrace/Poleberry Terrace (Part of), Poleberry

6. The Paddock, Ballinakill.
	4.
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. L. O’Neill seconded by Cllr. M. Roche.

	5.
	CONTRIBUTION TO THE ARTS


A report and recommendations on contributions to the Arts for 2010 from an independent assessment panel had been circulated with the agenda.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham and unanimously agreed to allocate the amounts as set out hereunder to the organisations/associations listed:

	Organisation
	Description
	
	
	Recommended 2010 

	
	
	
	
	 

	Contributions 2010 - €164,040
	
	
	
	 

	WDS Limited
	75th anniversary programme
	
	
	1500

	Sprog Festival 2010
	G.Lane/Sproi programme
	
	
	900

	Waterford Spraoi
	Annaul programme
	
	
	15500

	Waterford Youth Arts
	25th anniversary programme
	
	
	12900

	Imagine Arts Festival
	Annual programme
	
	
	5000

	Symphony Club of Waterford
	Annual programme
	
	
	1170

	Christ Church Cathedral
	(Lost A.Council funding)
	
	
	10000

	Waterford Festival of Architecture
	Annual programme
	
	
	800

	Waterford New Music Week
	Annual programme
	
	
	800

	Stagemad
	Blues in the night' Play
	
	
	600

	Ted & Mary O'regan Arts Bursary 2010
	Contribution towards bursary
	
	
	500

	Thomas Francis Meagher Band
	Annual programme
	
	
	2100

	De La Salle Scout Group Pipe Band
	Annual programme
	
	
	2100

	Barrack St. Concert Band
	Annual programme
	
	
	2100

	City of Waterford Brass
	Annual programme
	
	
	2100

	Waterford Music Club
	Annual programme
	
	
	1170

	Animated State Dance Theatre
	Annual programme
	
	
	5000

	Waterford Film Festival
	Annual programme
	
	
	2750

	Waterford Healing Arts Trust
	Annual programme
	
	
	1700

	Garter Lane Gallery
	Annual programme
	
	
	1500

	Garter Lane Theatre
	Annual programme
	
	
	29100

	Theatre Royal
	Annual programme
	
	
	23750

	Little Red Kettle Theatre Company
	Annual programme
	
	
	4500

	Red Kettle Theatre
	Annual programme
	
	
	11250

	WIFLO
	Annual festival
	
	
	19000

	Waterford Male Voice Choir
	Annual programme
	
	
	500

	Ballybeg Community Youth Project
	Youth Outreach
	
	
	2000

	Ballybricken Pig Roast Blues Festival
	Festival programme
	
	
	250

	Soma Contemporary Art
	
	
	3500

	
	
	
	
	164040


Questions were dealt with concerning the scale of reductions in Arts Council funding, the Council’s contribution and the possibility of running a series of concerts on the Plaza.

A discussion ensued on funding festivals in general, the impact on tourism, the benefits of allocating greater funding for a smaller number of events and attaining greater value for money. It was agreed that the Cultural SPC would consider the matter in greater detail and revert to the Council later in the year.
Small Arts Grants 2010

In accordance with the recommendations of the independent assessment panel convened for the purpose of making recommendations to the Council in respect of the Small Arts Grants 2010 as set out hereunder, it was proposed by Cllr. L. O’Neill seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed to allocate the amounts as set out hereunder to the organisations/associations listed:

	Organisation
	Description
	
	
	Recommended 2010

	
	
	
	
	

	Small Arts Grants 2010 - €15,500
	
	
	
	

	Community band films
	Filming Artbeat projects
	
	
	750

	De La Salle Musical Society
	Annual programme
	
	
	500

	South East Choral Alliance
	A multi-choir concert
	
	
	300

	Friends of Wallace Society
	Wallace exhibition Bishops Palace
	
	
	400

	2 New Band Recording Bursaries
	2nd annual new band recording bursary
	
	
	600

	Waterford Arts Forum (WAF)
	Administration for Arts Forum
	
	
	500

	Waterford Electronic Arts Festival (WAFER)
	New electronica music festival
	
	
	750

	Waterford Film Society 2010
	Film for all programme (Storm)
	
	
	400

	Film workshops
	Practical assistance for Film
	
	
	750

	Production admin.
	FilmLab production
	
	
	700

	Multimedia project
	Video Artist
	
	
	400

	Association of Waterford Choirs
	New choral initiative
	
	
	750

	Waterford Film Outreach
	Outeach film project
	
	
	500

	Rehab Care Drama and Film Group
	Deise Zombie film (Ferrybank)
	
	
	400

	Ferrybank Disabled Festival
	2nd annual Disability Arts Festival
	
	
	750

	Angels in Disguise Art Initiatives
	Entertainments to arts programme
	
	
	750

	Clare Scott
	Artist materials grants
	
	
	500

	Lisa Cody Artist
	Artist materials grants
	
	
	500

	Robbie O Halloran
	Artist materials grants
	
	
	350

	Water City Arts Web page
	Artist materials grants
	
	
	300

	Eleanor Horan – Artist
	Artist materials grants
	
	
	500

	Solar Taxi Album
	Purchase of CDs
	
	
	750

	Deaf Joe Harney
	Purchase of CDs
	
	
	500

	Band: Number Theory
	Purchase of CDs
	
	
	750

	Neil White
	Purchase of CDs
	
	
	750

	Michael Power
	2nd annual Career bursary
	
	
	750

	Choral Bursary
	1st annual Choral bursary
	
	
	500

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	€15350


	6.
	KILBARRY CEMETRY  – DRAFT BYELAWS


Draft bye-laws regulating the management and operation of the new Kilbarry Cemetery had been circulated with the agenda. 

Questions were dealt with in respect of the burial ground, the insertion of name plaques on the columbarium, the layout, topsoil disposal, the placement of floral tributes, the old Kilbarry graveyard, the natural grave yard area, and the boundary treatment.
It was agreed to refer to the development as the Kilbarry Cemetery and also to delete the text “rank in life” from Section 14 (i) in the draft Byelaws.

It was proposed by Cllr. H. Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed  to commence the process to adopt the Kilbarry Cemetery Bye-Laws.

The draft Byelaws will go for public consultation and will revert for decision in due course.

	7.
	QUESTION


Reply issued at the meeting
	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conferences for January and February  was proposed by Cllr.  D. Cullinane  seconded by Cllr.  M. Roche  and unanimously agreed. 

Northern Tourism Conference, Dunadry Hotel, Muckamore, Dunadry, Co. Antrim – 29th-30th January, 
2010.

Cllr. L. O’Neill, Cllr. H. Quinlan, Cllr. T. Cunningham.

A Guide to Child Protection 15th-17th January, 2010 – Silver Tassie Hotel, Sligo 

Cllr. D. Cullinane

AMAI Spring Seminar, Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo - 12th-13th February, 2010.

Cllr. L.  O’Neill, Cllr. H. Quinlan, Cllr. T. Cunningham, Cllr. M. Roche, Cllr. D. Daniels, Cllr. D. 
Cullinane, Cllr. J. Cummins.

It was agreed to support the motion received from Limerick County Council calling for the removal of the Government employment embargo on local authority outdoor staff.
	
	MOTIONS


The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed. Cllr. Walsh also asked that “will” on the 3rd last line of the motion be changed to read “has”. 

“This council notes the increase in agency employment throughout the economy.

We are aware that many workers from home and abroad are offered agency employment when they are seeking direct and permanent employment.

We understand trade unions have raised concerns that many of these workers are retained on minimum conditions and in some instances are not receiving all their entitlements

Agency employment should not be used as an unnecessary substitute for direct employment or as a mechanism for avoidance of or undermining of fair pay and conditions.

Noting that legislation will come before the Oireachtas on the issue of Agency Employment, this Council believes and will recommend to the Minister that the principle of equal treatment should be included in any such legislation on this issue.”


Reg No. 513 (dated 11/06/2008)

The following motion standing in her name was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and unanimously agreed.  Cllr. Cullinane agreed to withdraw Motion No. 535 it being a similar motion.

“That Waterford City Council will introduce a pilot scheme by identifying a piece of land which it will make available to the public, in the form of allotments or plots which can be used for growing fruit and vegetables or flowers in order to encourage in a positive way the benefits of healthy eating and outdoor exercise, with a view to replicating the scheme in various parts of the city if the uptake demands it and if the scheme is successful.”


Reg. No. 517 (dated 12/08/08)

The motion was welcomed by the meeting and it was agreed that an inventory of suitable land 
in the City could be investigated including areas with larger unused gardens.  An allotment 
policy is to be considered by the Environment SPC.

The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and unanimously agreed.
“That Waterford City Council calls on Government to maintain investment in Primary Education, to avoid increasing class sizes at primary level, and to ensure that the educational opportunities of our children are protected in these economically challenging times.”

Reg. No. 531 (dated 04/03/09)

The following motion standing in his name was deferred by Cllr. D. Daniels to the next meeting
“That a report be presented to Council on the Housing Estates in the City that are in the process of being taken-in-charge by City Council; also and update on estates/developments where works are outstanding before the taking-in-charge process is completed.”

Reg. No. 537 (dated 03/07/09)

The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. G. Wyse and seconded by Cllr. M. Roche. It was agreed to refer this motion to the Area Committee for consideration.

“That a pedestrian crossing be put in place at the junction between Lower Grange and St. John’s Park for the safety of the school going children and the senior citizens of the area.”


Reg. No. 538 (dated 27/07/09).

The following motion standing in the names of Cllr. S. Ryan, Cllr. H. Quinlan and Cllr. L. O’ Neill was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed
"This Council opposes the HSE plan to centralise the processing of all medical card applications"

Reg. No. 540 (dated 29/08/09)

At the request of Cllr. J. Halligan, Mayor, it was agreed that motion Reg. No. 541 and 
standing in his name should be withdrawn.
The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. J. Cummins seconded by 
Cllr. J. D’Arcy.
"That Waterford City Council immediately takes steps to increase the speed limit on the Outer Ring Road dual-carriage way to 80 kmph"

Reg. No. 542 (dated 02/09/09)

A debate on this motion ensued with all Members participating and expressing a range of views. The meeting was advised that the issue had been considered by the Transportation SPC in 2009 and no change in speed limit had been recommended at the time. There were issues relating to Garda opposition to the move, significant engineering costs and safety issues.

It was agreed to refer the motion to the Transportation SPC and to revert to the Council with a report within three months.
It was unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders to deal with the following motion

The following motion standing in the names of Cllr. H. Quinlan and Cllr. P. Hayes was proposed by Cllr. H. Quinlan seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed.
“That this Council investigates the serious flooding problems occurring in the Gracedieu/Knockhouse area, and that proposals be brought forward to alleviate this intolerable situation.”

Reg. No. 544 (dated 07/07/09)

At the request of Cllr. M. Roche, it was agreed that motions Reg. No’s 518 and 534 be withdrawn as the subject matters had been dealt with.
	AOB


The Deputy Mayor confirmed the meeting with the HSE would be held on 22nd February, 2010.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ____________________

Dated:___________________

