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     WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL
MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 14th September 2009
	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Risteard de Róiste

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach 

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill
An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh
An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin 

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Gearóid de Uidheas

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain 

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó Cuimín

An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Néill,
An Comhairleoir Séan Ó hAilligán,  Meara
	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          




Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager



Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services



Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing, Community & Enterprise



Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance



Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation

Mr. J. Andrews, A/Director of Planning HR & Culture


Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer



Mr. R. Maddock, Senior Architect


Mr. R. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer



Ms. J. Cantwell, City Librarian 

Ms. M. Quigley, Administrative Officer
Ms. M. Condon, Asst. Staff Officer


Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Senior Staff Officer

	APOLOGY:          


An apology was received from An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha who was unable to attend. 
	SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS


Having received a request  from a number  of Members, the Mayor informed the meeting he would suspend standing orders at 6p.m. to deal with the employment situation and report from the City Manager.
	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to the families of:
Michael Maher

Mary Power
Cllr. Daniels grand niece

Hannah Keating

Ben Gavin
The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.

	AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES OF 13th JULY, 2009


It was unanimously agreed to amend the Minutes of Monthly Council Meeting held on 13th July, 2009 on Page 2436 third paragraph by replacing the word “following” by the word “foregoing”.

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh  seconded by Cllr. M. Roche  and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held 13th July, 2009 be confirmed and signed.

It was proposed by, Cllr. H. Quinlan seconded by Cllr. D.  Daniels and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Procedures Committee Meeting held 29th July, 2009 be confirmed and signed.

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh  and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held  28th August, 2009 be confirmed and signed.

	BEST WISHES


The recent retirement of Paddy Power, Director of Services was noted. Members spoke warmly of Paddy’s many roles with the Council, his help and advice to the Members over the years and his very fair approach to dealing with all matters. The Council extended their best wishes to Paddy and his wife Diane.  The City Manager on behalf of the staff was also associated with the good wishes.

	MATTERS ARISING


Council Meeting held 13th July, 2009

Question:  Cllr. L. O’Neill/Cllr. S. Ryan
1. What is the update on the Old Tramore Road?
2. Can the ditch be removed and replaced with fencing?
3. Can we have a report on illegal dumping in the City?
4. When will the new Fire Station commence?
Answer: 
1. Tenders have been received and work will progress in early 2010 subject to the availability of capital funding. 
2. No, this land is not in City Council ownership.

3. This report will issue during the week.

4. When funding is approved by the Department.

Questions: Cllr. J. Cummins

1. When will work commence on the Kilbarry and Ballycashin Roads?
2. Have we any progress on graffiti in the city?
Answers:

1. Detailed design work on the Kilbarry Road which will include a roundabout at the Lacken and Ballybeg Drive junction is on-going. Subject to the availability of capital funding, work should commence late 2010. There are no immediate plans to upgrade the Ballycashin Road.
2. Cllr. will be briefed in the coming weeks on proposals for tacking graffiti.
Question: - Cllr. T. Cunningham/Cllr. D. Cullinane

1. Can we have a detailed report on operation of the CCTV system issued to Council?
Answer: 

1. This will be discussed at the JPC and will then revert to Council.

Question:  Cllr. D. Daniels
1. Has there been a reduction in the 2009 funding for road resurfacing?
2. Can we be briefed on the Planning & Development amendment Bill?
Answer:

1. Yes the Special Block Grant which funds road resurfacing was reduced almost 50% following the April Budget.

2. Yes when the Bill is published.
Questions: - Cllr. M. Roche
1. Can we have copy of submission made to Department in light of presentation by Professor K.     Byrne to meeting on 20th April?
2. Can the former Ardree Hotel be included on the Derelict Sites Register?
Answers:

1. Yes
2. This will be considered.
Questions: Cllr. D. Walsh

1. When is the next JPC meeting?
2. Can 31 Marymount be included in the Derelict Sites Register?
Answers:

1. JPC meeting scheduled in six weeks.

2. This can be investigated.

Question: Cllr. J. D’Arcy

1. In light of the downturn in housing why did we need loan approval for €3,000,000 for affordable housing?
Answer:

l. The funds are only drawn down as and when housing loans are issued.
Question: Cllr. G. Wyse

What plans are in place for the upgrading of the Knockboy junction? 

Answer:
Revised proposals will be presented to the Area Committee
Question: Cllr. J. Walsh
Have we had any indication from the HSE that plans are being progress in respect of St. Patrick’s Hospital?
Answer:
A preliminary meeting was held with Planning.

Question: Cllr H. Quinlan

Can the Derelict Sits Act be applied in respect of the shop fronts in John Street?

Answer: 

This will be considered 
Procedures Committeel Meeting held 29th July, 2009
Question: – Cllr. L. O’Neill
What is the update on a replacement for the silver Mayoral Chain?
Answer:

A new chain is on order and should be delivered by late October.

Question: - Cllr. D. Roche

The item under Council Representation was clarified by Cllr. H. Quinlan.
Question: Cllr. T. Cunningham/Cllr. D. Daniels.

1. When will the by-pass be opened and have we a name for the new bridge?
2. When will the Toll become operative?
Answer:
1. It is scheduled to open in late October and it will be named River Suir Bridge.

2. The day of opening.
Tall Ships

The City Manager informed the meeting that Mr. Des Whelan will chair the Tall Ships 2011.
Cllr. Cunningham wished to place on record the significant role played by the late Ben Gavin in the organisation of the Tall Ships event in 2005.
	PLANNING


1. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008, as amended – Completion of the Process.

Modifications to the Theatre Royal and City Hall
The Senior Planner in his presentation outlined the scope of the proposed works which include demolition of the buildings to the rear of the Theatre Royal (Garage Buildings at Cathedral Square), to provide hoardings around the cleared site, erection of a temporary structure to protect the stage loading bay area and to provide an emergency escape access stairway from the first floor of the 1990 extension to the Theatre.
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh and unanimously agreed that the proposed works at Theatre Royal and City Hall proceed as set out in Manager’s Report dated 3rd September, 2009 which was circulated with the agenda. 
	
	HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS SCHEME


The 2009 Scheme had been adopted in principle at the July Monthly meeting. The detailed scheme had been circulated.

A discussion on the new Scheme ensued and many concerns were expressed by the Members on the income criteria for the scheme, the insufficiency of the grant, the excessive increase in the registration fee,  the proposed re-introduction of 3rd level fees and the multiple bodies involved in the administration of the scheme.

It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill and unanimously agreed to write to the minister  expressing these concern They   also called on the Minister  to enact the proposed  Student Support Bill 2008 as a matter of urgency.

It was agreed to circulate the draft letter to the Party Whips for input.

	
	APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS


1. Per Cent for Art Working Group – 1 per electoral area 

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels and unanimously agreed that Cllr. L. O’Neill be nominated to the above group – Electoral Area South
It was proposed by Cllr. H. Quinlan seconded by Cllr. J. Cummins that Cllr. T. Cunningham be nominated to the above group – Electoral Area East
It was proposed by Cllr. H. Quinlan seconded by Cllr. J. Cummins that Cllr. P. Hayes
be nominated to the above group – Electoral Area North 

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Walsh seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane that Cllr. D. Roche be nominated to the above group – Electoral Area North.

As there were two nominees for Electoral Area North, the matter was put to the meeting and on show of hands resulted as follows


Cllr. P. Hayes


Cllr. D. Roche
11 3

Having received the majority of votes Cllr. P. Hayes was deemed to be nominated.

2. Board of Waterford Treasures The Granary – 3 three Members

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and unanimously agreed that Cllr. S. Ryan be appointed to the above board.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill and unanimously agreed that Cllr. D. Daniels be nominated to the above board.

It was proposed by Cllr. L. O’Neill seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham and unanimously agreed that Cllr. M. Roche be nominated to the above board.

	
	SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS


As agreed earlier, Standing Orders were suspended at 6.00pm.

In a report to the meeting, the City Manager outlined the role of the City Council in supporting economic activity. The importance of the City Development Board in economic development was covered and it’s co-ordination role outlined which included focusing the activities of the various State agencies in the support of economic activity and employment incentives.

On the wider picture, the Manager also stated Waterford is no different from any other city and that in common with all others was subject to trends of globalisation and the wider economic environment.

He stated that he was disappointed with negative local press coverage and that recent                                                                                                                                                     good news stories such as the consolidation of Bausch & Lomb in the City was not well covered. Finally the Manager stated that it was hoped that a positive announcement regarding Waterford Crystal would be made within the next few weeks.
The Members were at one in expressing their concern at the job losses in Waterford and called on Government to take immediate action.  They also expressed concern that proposals to reduce subsidies to Regional Airports in An Bord Snip Nua report would be devastating for Waterford Airport.

The issues of high energy costs, lack of credit and other costs for businesses was discussed and a question regarding rates relief was dealt with.

The absolute necessity of the designation of University status for Waterford IT was raised by many Members and it was felt that this was one of the key drivers for future economic growth in the City.

The very positive roles played by the Area Partnership Board and the Enterprise Board were outlined and the need to retain these agencies and their positive job creation role was agreed.

It was unanimously agreed the following motion be forwarded to An Tánaiste and Minister Martin Cullen:
“That this Council calls for the immediate intervention of this Government and seeks an urgent meeting with An Tánaiste and Minister Martin Cullen in Government offices, Dublin, and that this Council is to be represented by a delegation of the Whips of all parties on the Waterford City Council”.
	
	 AOB


It was agreed to write to the Department of Social Welfare requesting additional resources to be put in place for those experiencing delays in applying for social welfare.

The Mayor agreed to facilitate a meeting between MABS, Social Welfare and HSE.
The Audit Committee nominees circulated at the meeting were noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ____________________

Dated:___________________

