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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 14th April, 2009

	PRESENT:          


                                            An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach, Mheara

                                            An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain

     An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

     An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

     An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

     An Comhairleoir Daithi Mac Domnhaill

     An Comhairleoir Máire de Roiste 


   An Comhairleoir Seamus O Dorchaidh

     An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagain

     An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan

     An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

     An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain

     An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu   

     An Comhairleoir Labhrás O Neill

                                            An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          


                                         Mr. P. Power, D/City Manager

Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation 

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services

Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing, Emergency Services, C & E

Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner


Mr. J. O’Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer


Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer


Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer

Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer


Mr. R. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. H. Carrigan, Horticulturalist


Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer


Ms. C. Hartley, Administrative Officer

Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer
	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to:
The Family of Michael Dee

The O’Connor Family on the death of Mrs. O’Connor

The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. M. D. Daniels and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held 9th March, 2009 be confirmed and signed.
It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held 9th March, 2009 be confirmed and signed.
It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Halloran  and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Procedures Meeting held 27th  March, 2009 be confirmed and signed.
It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Special  Council Meeting held 27th March, 2009 be confirmed and signed.
The Mayor stated he had received a request to suspend Standing Orders to discuss Motion No. 532 dated 6/4/2009 and it was unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders at 6.45p.m.  The Mayor also stated he had received a letter from the HSE which he circulated and confirmed the matter would also be discussed.
	MATTERS ARISING


Council Meeting held 9th March, 2009
Question:  Cllr. S. Ryan

When will the meeting to discuss job retention in Waterford be held.

Answer:

It will be held on 20th April, 2009 at 4p.m. 

Question:  Cllr. H. Quinlan

1. Can we have update on St.Patrick’s Hospital?

2. When will the meeting take place between the Minister for Health and the Oireachtas members?
Answer:

1. The Mayor circulated copy of letter received from the HSE.
2. It is hoped to have meeting within two weeks.
Question: Cllr. D. Daniels
1. What was our allocation for housing grants this year?

2. Will our capital programme be reviewed following budget last week?
Answer: 

1. No notification from the Department yet.

2. City Council funds allocated to projects are still available but Department funding may not be    forthcoming.
Question: Cllr. L. O’Neill/Cllr. M. O’Halloran

Will Old Tramore Road proceed if capital funding is cut?
Answer:
We are awaiting new allocations from the Department.
Question: Cllr. T. Murphy

Have we issued any prosecutions in respect of dumping at Kilbarry?
Answer:  

We will revert with details.
Question: Cllr. T. Cunningham

What is position in respect of CCTV in City centre, as problems appear to be spreading to outskirts of City?
Answer:
CCTV is currently being set up and recording in the city, and will be monitored by Gardai.
Question: Cllr. M. Roche

1. Will Professor K.Byrne address a meeting regarding update on WIT University application?
2. Capital programme, are Green routes and Knockboy Junction still in place following budget last week? 

Answer:
1. Yes he will address Council at 5.30 on the 20th April

2. Green routes progressing to tender, confirmation awaited on Knockboy Junction.
Question: Cllr. J. Kelly

1. Can Council get loans if capital funding for planned projects is not received.

2. Will applicants for housing grants have to supply plans and drawings with their applications?
Answer: 

1. This will be kept under review and we will keep Council appraised.

2. All applications will be assessed and if plans are required they will be requested.
	PLANNING


1. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008, as amended – Commencement of the Process.

(a) Cemetery at Ballybeg

The Senior Executive Officer, Environmental Services made a presentation outlining the proposed works on the 10 acre site to be developed in two phases, including location, layout plan and central ceremony plaza.

The members welcomed  the proposed development and questions were dealt with in respect of the  consultation process,  palisade fencing, treatment of western boundary wall, car  park entrance and exit, landscape plans,  water and refuse deposit area, management of cemetery, naming of cemetery, headstones, bye-laws, and  funding .
Commencement of the process was noted.
(b)Roof Works – Tower of Blackfriars Church
The Senior Planner outlined works required to secure the roof of the Church.
Commencement of the process was noted.

(c)Flood Relied works at Grattan Quay
The Director of Services, Environmental Services informed the Members the works are being extended to include Grattan Quay.

Commencement of the process was noted.
2. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008, as amended – Completion of the Process.

Williamstown Sports Complex

The Senior Planner in his presentation outlined the works to include construction of a single storey clubhouse with an external floor area of 1135sq.m, located in the complex close to the astro-turf pitch.  It comprises four pairs of soccer dressing rooms, one pair of GAA dressing rooms, two pairs of dressing rooms to serve the astro-turf facility, all with appropriate shower/WC facilities, together with boiler room, storage, caretaker’s office and a meeting room at Williamstown, Grange South, Waterford.

It was proposed by Cllr. Seamus Ryan seconded by  Cllr.  David Daniels and unanimously agreed  that the works proceed as set out in the Manager’s report dated 2nd April, 2009 which circulated with the Agenda.
3. Progress Report on Development Plan.
The D/City Manager stated that this will be circulated to all members by the end of April.
City Centre Initiatives
The D/City manager presented a broad outline of the city centre arts and entertainment for the summer. A discussion ensued in respect of initiatives to enhance the City Centre.  The City Council is offering free parking on Friday evenings after 5p.m. for the months of June, July, and August. The Members called on traders to co-operate and participate with City Council initiatives.  Rental costs in the city centre were also discussed.   The possibility of a café/kiosk in the square was also discussed.   
The Mayor welcomed the positive initiatives to raise the profile of the city.
	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham. 
	
	Finance


The Statutory Audit report was unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. H. Quinlan seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham. 
It was agreed that the Audit Committee annual report be deferred to a later meeting. 

	
	Voice of the Young


Ciara Buckley and Annabel Higgins-Hore, Voice of the Young made a presentation outlining the investment by the City Council in the People’s Park, the Dog Shelter and the refuse collection.

	
	Recreation and Amenity Grants 


It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed to allocate the amounts as set out hereunder to the organisations/associations listed:

	Residential Association
	Amount sought
	Amount recommended

	The Moorings Res Ass
	500
	400

	Grantstown Park Res Ass
	1050
	400

	Earlscourt Res Ass
	1000
	400

	Barrack Street Res Ass
	1800
	400

	Powerscourt Lawns Res Ass
	3000
	400

	The Grange Res Ass
	3600
	400

	Bishopsgrove Res Ass
	800
	400

	Leoville Res Ass
	500
	400

	Hazelbourne Res Ass
	1200
	400

	Maypark Village Res Ass
	400
	400

	Grantstown Village Res Ass
	1000
	400

	Kingschannel Res Ass
	15000
	400

	Ballinakill Res Ass
	500
	400

	Ashbourne Village Res Ass
	3200
	400

	The Village Res Ass
	400
	400

	Mount Pleasant Res Ass
	400
	400

	Collins Avenue Res Ass
	400
	400

	Ashley Court Res Ass
	400
	400

	Norwood Res Ass
	3887
	400

	Ballinakill Downs Res Ass
	687
	400

	Farmleigh Res Ass
	500
	400

	Williamstown Village Res Ass
	1800
	400

	Woodlawn Grove Res Ass
	400
	400

	Viewmount Res Ass
	500
	400

	Cleaboy Res Ass
	2500
	400

	Grange Heights Res Ass
	1000
	400

	Kilcaragh Village Res Ass
	400
	400

	Clashrea Place
	3000
	400

	 
	 
	11,200


	Community & Voluntary Organisations
	Amount 
	Amount recommended

	Waterford Garden Plant Society
	1,680
	400

	Imagine Arts Festival
	1,500
	1,000

	Golden Years Festival
	1000
	1000

	Dolmen Active Retirement Ass
	1000
	400

	Sacred Heart Active Retirement
	1000
	400

	Comeragh Active Retired Ass
	1,500
	400

	Presentation Mountmellick Embroidery Group
	400
	200

	De La Salle Scout Group
	2,000
	N/A

	Bilberry Goat Heritage Trust
	2,500
	400

	Friends of Waterford Regional Hospital
	1,750
	400

	Ballybeg Community Development Project
	500
	250

	Waterford Regional Gardening Club
	1,000
	400

	Harley Davidson Club Ireland
	7,840
	400

	Dermot Power
	2,000
	N/A - Arts

	
	
	5650

	
	
	

	Sports Clubs
	Amount Sought
	Amount Recommended

	Waterford Wildcats Basketball Club
	5,000
	350

	Bolton Football Club
	585
	350

	Pat Rockett Karate Academy 
	500
	350

	Naomh Pol C.L.G
	500
	350

	
	
	1400


It was unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders to discuss motion No. 532 in respect of St. Patrick’s Hospital

It was proposed by Cllr. H. Quinlan seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham and unanimously agreed:
“That this council will resolve to do all within it’s power, including delisting where appropriate the existing old Convent Building within the grounds of St. Patrick’s Hospital ,  to facilitate the development of the HSE planned 50 Bed Community Nursing Unit (CNU) for Waterford.” Reg. No. 532 (dated 6/4/09).
The Members expressed their serious concerns at the proposed ward closure and the impact that it would have on some of the most vulnerable members of the community. Concerns were expressed about the lack of progress on a proposed new unit and suggestions that the hospital should be closed.  The Members were at one in calling for the proposed closure to be reversed and for the new unit to be built as soon as possible.  

It was agreed to deal with unfinished business at 3.30 pm on Monday 20th April.
That concluded the business of the meeting
Signed: ________________________

Date: _____________________
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