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     WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL
MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 13TH JULY 2009
	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Risteard de Róiste

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin 

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Gearóid de Uidheas

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain 

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó Cuimín

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Néill,

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          




Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager



Mr. P. Power, Director of Planning, Culture & HR



Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services



Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing, Community & Enterprise



Mr. B. Duggan, A/Director Corporate Affairs & Transportation



Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance



Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner



Mr. R. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer



Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer


Ms. J. Cantwell, City Librarian 

Ms. M. Quigley, Administrative Officer



Mr. P. Kelly, Administrative Officer
Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Senior Staff Officer

	APOLOGY:          


Apologies were received from  An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill, An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh,  An Comhairleoir Séan Hallagan,  Meara who were unable to attend. 
Due to the absence of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor it was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed that Cllr. L. O’Neill chair the meeting.

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to the families of:

Thomas Jones
Dominic Finn 

Kathleen O’Neill 
Sheila  O’Connor

Tony Weldon

Mrs. Harte

Bob Leslie

Jodie Traynor

Cyril O’Neill

The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.

	AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES OF 14TH APRIL, 2009


It was unanimously agreed to amend the Minutes of Monthly Council Meeting held on 14th April, 2009 on Page 2418 by inserting the following after refuse collection.  “The presentation also outlined the many negative aspects in relation to the People’s Park, Dog Shelter, Bins and attitude towards young people”.
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held 14th April, 2009 be confirmed and signed.
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Adjourned Monthly Council Meeting held 20th April, 2009 be confirmed and signed.
It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham  and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Annual Meeting held  15th June, 2009 be confirmed and signed.
It was proposed by Cllr. H. Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Adjourned Annual Meeting held 22nd June, 2009 be confirmed and signed.
It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan that the minutes of Special Council Meeting held 30th June, 2009 be confirmed and signed.
Cllr. S. Ryan informed the meeting that Breast Check for women in the 50 to 64 age group will commence at the end of August.  He thanked all those who campaigned on the issue particularly Cllr. H. Quinlan and Cllr. J. Halligan of the Regional Health Forum. This was also a priority for Former Mayor of Waterford and Councillor, Mary O’Halloran. The Members were at one that Waterford had finally succeeded in its campaign and the fight would continue until all the issues for Waterford are addressed
	CONGRATULATIONS


A vote of congratulations was extended to the Waterford Minor Hurling team on winning the Munster final and to Michael Walsh, City Manager, team selector.
	MATTERS ARISING


Council Meeting held 14th April, 2009

Question:  Cllr. M. Roche
1. Can we make a submission in light of presentation by Professor K. Byrne to meeting on 20th April?
2. Is there any development on the Kiosk at John Roberts Square?

3.When will the Convent Building within the grounds of St. Patrick’s Hospital be delisted? 

Answer:
1.Yes.

2. We are currently dealing with an operator with a view to developments within the next couple of weeks.
3. We are about to commence the process.

 Questions:  Cllr. S. Ryan/Cllr. D. Cullinane
1. In light of the job losses in Waterford what proposals will be coming forward and how can City Council assist?
2. What stage is the Old Tramore Road project at?

3. Can we have a report on illegal dumping at the next Council Meeting?

4. Why are we moving from door to door Rent collection?
Answers:
1.We are working with all the agencies and there’s active engagement ongoing.
2. The job is at tender stage and should commence later in the year.

3.Yes.

4. The present collection system is not sustainable in the current environment and it also has Health & Safety issues. 
Questions: - Cllr. T. Cunningham/Cllr. D. Cullinane
1. What is the status of the CCTV system and what is the means of recording.  Can we have a report on the system on the next JPC agenda?
2. Can we refer the Green Routes and Knockboy Junction to the next Area Meeting?
Answer: 

1. Report will issue.
2. Yes
Question: Cllr. H. Quinlan

1. Will the Development Plan be reviewed in the context of the City Centre initiatives? 
Answer:  
There is a statutory process for the review of the City Development Plan under the Planning & Development Acts.
Question: Cllr. G. Wyse

Are the plans for Knockboy junction scaled down and will the work be completed before schools return?
Answer:

The scheme is currently being reviewed in the context of the budgetary position and the work will not commence before the Autumn school term. 
Question: Cllr. P. Hayes
What can we do in respect of derelict houses and graffiti around the city?
Answer:
Legal proceedings have commenced in respect of derelict houses and in respect of graffiti we are focusing on public areas and we will also speak to private property owners.

The Members complimented Spraoi in the Park on 5th July and thought the items should be on display for the summer.
	PLANNING


1. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008, as amended – Completion of the Process.

(a) Cemetery at Ballybeg

The Senior Planner in his presentation outlined the scope of the proposed works which include a vehicular entrance off Ballybeg Link Road, boundary wall/railings/palisade fencing, potential for future site for mortuary, workshop for burial ground maintenance, public toilets, waste water treatment system and appropriate landscaping.
Questions were dealt with in respect of the entrance, exit, palisade fencing, byelaws, natural burial ground.
It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed that the proposed works at Kilbarry Burial Ground   proceed as set out in Manager’s Report dated 2nd July, 2009 which was circulated with the agenda. 
Cllr. T.  Cunningham declared an interest before the following matter was discussed 
(b) Carrickphierish Campus Development – Carrickphierish/Bawndaw

The Senior Planner in his presentation outlined details of the proposed development which consists of  construction of two 16 classroom primary schools, a public library, community facilities and a shared 600m² multi-purpose hall, including new boundary railings and palisade fencing, 56 parking spaces, set down areas for 50 cars, 4 no. hard basketball courts, and ESB substation on a five acre site in Carrickphierish/Bawndaw.

Members welcomed the development and were unanimous in their praise for the development and described it as an example of good practice which should be promoted.  The Members also paid tribute to the Department of Education and City Council for their joined up thinking.
It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan  and unanimously agreed that  the proposed  campus development at Carrickphierish/Bawndaw, proceed as set out in Manager’s Report dated 10th July, 2009 which was circulated prior to the meeting.
(c)Roof Works – Tower of Blackfriars Abbey
The Senior Planner in his presentation stated that the intention is to provide a roof which conforms to the known earlier state of the original roof. 
Questions were dealt with in respect of funding, and relocation of the city market.

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh  and unanimously agreed that the proposed  re-roofing  of Blackfriars Abbey (a protected structure), proceed as set out in Manager’s Report dated 2nd  July, 2009 which circulated with the agenda.
(d) Waterford City Flood Alleviation Scheme - Grattan Quay
The Senior Planner in his presentation outlined the proposed works which comprises the construction of approximately 200m of reinforced concrete flood wall along the Quay from Rice Bridge to the existing wall north of Grattan Quay incorporating an amenity area.
Questions were dealt with in respect of height of wall,  traffic lights at the bridge, level of flood protection, concrete –v- glass wall, Suir Valley railway line, cleaning of glass wall, artwork.

A discussion ensued on the public artwork and it was agreed that the City Manager would revert in this regard.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and unanimously agreed that the proposed Waterford City Flood Alleviation Scheme proceed as set out in Manager’s Report dated 10th  July, 2009 which was circulated with the agenda.
2.   Section 11 Roads Act, 1993 – Section 180 (Planning & Development) Act, 2000 – Taking in Charge of estates. (Planning & Development) Act, 2000, Regulations, 2001, as amended.
The Director of Planning HR & Culture explained the process for taking in charge.  Questions were dealt with in respect of traffic calming.

It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham and unanimously agreed that the report circulated with the agenda be adopted.

The following planning applications were referred to the Area Meetings:

09/100

Applicant Name: Thomas Driver,
Development Description: new vehicular and pedestrian access, together with all associated site works from the Tramore Road to lands at Lacken. The proposed vehicular/ pedestrian access, for which permission is sought, is a single span bridge, which spans a short section of the proposed Kilbarry Bog Natural Heritage Area (pNHA site code 001700) and Johns River,  Lacken,, Waterford,
09/102

Applicant Name: Mc Aleer & Rushe Group
Development Description: temporary use of land at circa 1276m2 for temporary parking for motor vehicles, all with associated site development works (RETENTION) former Brooks site, Newtown Road,Waterford
09/113 
Applicant Name: Mr P Gallagher
Development Description: the construction of a two storey house to the rear, proposed new entrance to Ozanam Street and all associated site works at No. 27 Rathfadden Villas, Waterford.
09/129

Applicant Name: Respond! Housing Association
Development Description: refurbishment, conversion and internal alterations to St John's College, Waterford, a Protected Structure, for use as sheltered housing with ancillary consulting office and communal facilities and all ancillary services along with 60 X 1 - bed apartments of which 21 will be in existing building and 39 in new 3 storey high blocks, along with conversion of outbuildings to accomodate ancillary office and consultation rooms, new boundary wall, gateways, plant room and associated development work and access from Richardson's Folly (PROTECTED STRUCTURE) at St Johns College, Richardsons Folly, Waterford.
	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane 

	
	FINANCE


1. 2008 Annual Financial Statement and report including the Section 104 Notice was unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham.  
It was also agreed that a workshop to discuss the AFS be arranged.
2.  Loan Approval - €3m from Housing Finance Agency.

It was proposed by T. Cunningham seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh unanimously agreed that borrowings of €3,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency in respect of Shared Ownership Scheme, Affordable Housing, House and Tenant Purchase Loans for Waterford City Council be approved.
3. Loan Approval - €4.5m Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.

It was proposed by Cllr. D.Walsh, seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and unanimously agreed that approval be sought from the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government for a loan  of   €4,500,000  in respect of Waterford Main Drainage and Waste Water Treatment Plant for Waterford City Council.
	
	ELECTION TO COMMITTEES


1. Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee –  1 Member from each Area
It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh that Cllr. D. Daniels be nominated to the above committee.
It was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes that Cllr. J. Halligan be nominated to the above committee.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh that Cllr. D. Roche be nominated to the above committee.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham that Cllr. D. Roche be nominated to Chair the above committee.  Cllr. Roche confirmed he was not in a position to accept chair and it was unanimously agreed to defer this until the first meeting of the committee.

2. Joint Policing Committee – 11 Members (Mayor is ex offico).
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes that Cllr. H. Quinlan be nominated to the above committee.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh that Cllr. D. Roche be nominated to the above committee.

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche that Cllr. J. Walsh be nominated to the above committee.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh that Cllr. S. Ryan be nominated to the above committee.

It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh that Cllr. M. Roche be nominated to the above committee.

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. G. Wyse that Cllr. J. Cummins be nominated to the above committee.

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan that Cllr. J. D’Arcy be nominated the above committee.

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Cummins seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes that Cllr. L. O’Neill be nominated to the above committee.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. J. Cummins that Cllr. G. Wyse, Cllr. D. Cullinane and Cllr. D. Walsh be nominated to the above committee.

3. Audit Committee – 1 Member
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche that Cllr. D. Daniels be nominated to the above committee.

It was also agreed that Mr. S. Roche be a member of the above committee.

4. Sports Partnership – 1 Member
It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan that Cllr. J. Cummins be nominated to the above board.

5.  Gateway Implementation Committee – 1 Member from Each Area

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham seconded by Cllr. J. Cummins that Cllr. H. Quinlan be nominated to the above committee.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes that Cllr. J. Walsh be nominated to the above committee.

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Roche seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes that Cllr. D. Walsh be nominated to the above committee.

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham seconded by Cllr. M. Roche that Cllr. D. Cullinane be nominated to the above committee.

As only one member from each area is required, the decision on the representation for Area North was put to the floor and on a show of hands, resulted as follows:
Cllr. H. Quinlan



Cllr. D. Walsh
      8 votes




2 votes

Cllr. H. Quinlan was deemed to be elected.

6. Port of Waterford  - 1 member

It was proposed by Cllr. H. Quinlan seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes that Cllr. T. Cunningham be nominated to the above board..

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Walsh seconded by Cllr. D. Roche that Cllr. D. Roche be nominated to the above board.

A show of hands put to the floor resulted as follows:

Cllr. T. Cunningham



Cllr. D. Roche

      8 votes




2 votes

Cllr. T. Cunnningham was deemed to be elected.
	
	 DRAFT SPC SCHEME


It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed to approve the draft SPC scheme which was circulated with the Agenda.
	
	 HEALTHY CITY STATUS


It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes to adopt the Healthy City Status proposal which circulated with the Agenda.
	
	 CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conferences for April and July was proposed by Cllr.  P. Hayes seconded by Cllr.  M. Roche and unanimously agreed.

1.  LAMA 29th Annual Conference, Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise. 16th-17th April, 2009.

            Cllr. L. O’Neill.

2. Heritage Conference, Seanchai – 26th-27th March, 2009 – Listowel.

       Cllr. J. D’Arcy.

3. ACCC Annual Seminar – 2nd and 3rd April, 2009 – Kilkenny.

            Cllr. D. Daniels.

4. Respond Combating Poverty – 7th May – Naas.

     Cllr. M. Roche.

5. Seize Opportunity – Waterford Chamber of Commerce – 15th May - Tower Hotel.

           Cllr. M. Roche, Cllr. L. O’Neill, Cllr. D. Cullinane, Cllr. S. Ryan.

6. From Canvass to Council Chamber – Kadenza, Skibbereen, Co. Cork – 3rd -5th July

            Cllr. D. Walsh, Cllr. J. Cummins, Cllr. S. Ryan.

It is noted that Cllr. M. Roche did not attend conferences on Respond Combating Poverty and Seize Opportunity – Waterford Chamber of Commerce.
	
	 AOB


	HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT SCHEME


Approval in principle for the Higher Education Grants Scheme 2009/2010 was unanimously adopted on the proposition of Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. J. Cummins.  It was agreed to circulate the Higher Education Grants Scheme to the Members when it was received from the Department of Education.  This item is to be refereed to the September Agenda for further discussion.

SPRAOI

The Chair asked that all Members attend the Spraoi festival in August.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ____________________

Dated:___________________

