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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 12th January, 2009
	PRESENT:          


                                           An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach, Mheara Meara

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithi Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire de Roiste

An Comhairleoir Seamus O Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagain
 An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan
An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu   
An Comhairleoir Labhrás O Neill
                                           An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin
	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          



Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager

                                              Mr. P. Power, Director of Services, Planning, Culture & HR


Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation 


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services

Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing Community C & E


Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. J. O’Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer


Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer

Ms. L. O’Mahoney, Administrative Officer


Ms. M. Condon, Asst. Staff Officer

Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer
	APOLOGIES:          


An apology was received from An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain who was unable to attend the meeting
	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to:

The families of:-
Tony Gregory, TD


Tony Ayton, late of SIPTU and father of Brenda, City Council employee


Eddie Dunne, Ballytruckle


Nicholas Coady, Green Street


Michael Brown, Marian Park


Margaret Green, Lismore  Park

The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
On the proposal of the Mayor, it was unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders at 6.30p.m. to receive a deputation from Waterford Crystal.

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. L.  O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting held 8th December, 2008 be confirmed and signed.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Halloran and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Statutory Budget Meeting held 15th December, 2008 be confirmed and signed.
	MATTERS ARISING


Council Meeting held 8th December,  2008

Questions:

Questions: Cllr.  S. Ryan
What is the current position on for the decentralisation to Waterford?
Answers
The City Manager stated that this was deferred to 2011 and he would be meeting with the OPW shortly to discuss the future of the Bolton Street site.
Question:  - Cllr.  M. Roche and Cllr. D. Cullinane
Expressed concern at the lack of information in replies from a number of Government Ministers and asked the Mayor write on behalf of the Council in respect of these and request to Ministers to meet with the Council?

Answer:
Yes

Question:  Cllr.  L. O’Neill

Can the ditch on the Old Tramore Road adjacent to Avondale be removed to create visibility at the crèche and replaced by a railing?
Answer:  Yes. This work will be done as part of an advanced site clearance contract for the realignment of the Old Tramore Road.
Question: Cllr. T. Murphy

In view of the illegal dumping at the Civic Amenity site can CCTV or some lighting be erected?
Answer:  There is no funding in place for CCTV but the Council are considering other means to address the illegal dumping in the area.
Question:  Cllr.  J. Halligan
Did we receive a reply from  Minister Cullen to address Council?
Answer:  We received a reply, but no date has been arranged.

Question:  Cllr. M. O’Halloran
1. Were the motions in respect of budget cut backs circulated to the Minister?
2. Did we request funding for the treatment of Lead in water. 
Answer: 
1.Yes
2. This will be done.
Statutory Budget Meeting held 15th December, 2008
Question: Cllr. T. Cunningham.
What are the proposals for phased payments in respect of domestic refuse waivers and will the Council consider a composite charge for domestic refuse collection?
Answer:

It is proposed to have the option to pay the waiver charge in two instalments.  Will revert on the issue of a composite charge.
Question: Cllr. D. Daniels

When will the proposed infrastructural projects commence?
Answer: 
City Manager will revert with a report on capital projects for 2009.

Question: Cllr. J. Halligan

1. What are the new collection dates for waste collection, and extra collection of green and brown bins?
2. When will the new charges become effective from?
Answer:
1.  Dates will be publicised shortly and the extra collections are currently being accommodated.
2.  1st February, 2009.
Question:  Cllr. M. O’Halloram

When will householders be notified the new collection dates?

Answer: 
In the coming week.

	PLANNING


1. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008,  as amended – Commencement  of the Process.

Dressing Rooms at Williamstown Sports Complex 
A report and drawings of the proposed development had been circulated with the agenda and was introduced by the Director of Planning HR & Culture.

The proposed development comprises of:

Four pairs of soccer dressing rooms, one pair of GAA dressing rooms, two pairs of dressing rooms to serve the astro-turf facility.
Questions were dealt with in respect of the number of dressing rooms, accommodation for home and visiting teams, funding, drainage, the procurement process and local employment, management of the facility and facilities for female sports.

The proposals would now be published and the matter is to revert to Council following the statutory procedures. 
2. Events Licence – St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels and unanimously agreed to commence the public consultation process.

3.  Planning Referrals – the following planning applications were referred to the Area Committees

08/399

Applicant Name:  McAleer & Rushe Group
Development Description: to demolish existing Industrial Sheds and construct a mixed use development comprising hotel, commercial/retail and residential use on a site measuring 0.75 hectares/1.87 acres/7575 sq.m. Block A (varying in height from 4 
storeys to 9 storeys) will consist of 2 No. commercial/retail units at ground floor level (areas 757.5 sq.m. and 878.5 sq.m.), 2 No commercial/office units at first floor level (areas 854.5 sq.m. and 947 sq.m.) and a total of 72 No. apartments ( 10 No. 1 bed, 60 
No 2 bed & 2 No. 3 bed) all with west or east facing balconies at 2nd to 8th floor levels, together with residential and commercial 
bin stores and 80 No. underground car parking spaces. Block B (varying in height from 3 storeys to 8 storeys), will consist of a 
150 bed hotel (area 5301.5 sq.m.) and commercial unit (area 1094 sq.m. over 2 and 3 storeys), together with commercial bin 
stores and 53 No. underground car parking spaces, new entranceway, raised walkways and landscaping, 44 No. surface level 
parking spaces, ESB substation, connections to all public services and all associated site development works at former Brooks 
Site, Newtown Road, Waterford

08/397
Applicant Name: David Lee
Development Description: of extension and modifications carried out to as constructed development which was granted planning permission under planning file ref. no. 07/136 (RETENTION) at 16 Sylvan Close, Grantstown Park, Waterford.
08/391 

Applicant Name: Patrick Matthews
Development Description:  to construct 4 number semi-detached dormer dwelling houses, site entrances, driveways and all associated site works at Cluain a Laoi,, Ballinaneeshagh,, Cork Road, Waterford.
08/403

Applicant Name: Tom Kenny
Development Description : proposed open storage area for skips and 2 No. Advertising signs with the wording "Tom Kenny & Son Skip Hire" at Waterford Mart Ltd,, Killotteran,Old Kilmeaden Rd,, Ballinaneeshagh,, Waterford.
08/418

Applicant Name: Edmond Garry
Development Description: the subdivision of an existing car showroom into two separate units, the removal of the existing mezzanine floor and the demolition of an existing extension to the side (32.1 sq.m.), the change of use of the existing car showroom into both a drive through fast food restaurant and a convenience store, elevation changes to accommodate new proposed uses, new projecting bay to side elevation (approximately two meter square) plus all associated site works and signage at Eddie Garry Car Sales,, Ballynaneeshagh, Waterford.
08/401

Applicant Name: The Ring Road Acorn C0-Ownership.
Development Description: change of use from approved but not used pharmacy on ground floor (as granted under PD 05/149 and modified under 06/155), to coffee shop/restaurant at Williamstown Centre,, Upper Grange, Outer Ring Road,, Waterford.
08/415

Applicant Name: Dawn Martin
Development Description:  change of use from Convent House (PROTECTED STRUCTURE) to Montessori School, demolish rear single storey store area, construct single storey toilet area and provide children's play area and car parking area at Convent House, St. John's College, John's Hill, Waterford
08/348

Applicant Name: Mallick Brothers Ltd
Development Description:  1) the amalgamation of two no. retail units into one no. unit (Retention) together with 2) Planning permission for the change of use of part of the retail unit to take-away and 3) Planning permission for alterations to the layout from that previously permitted under Planning Reference No. 03/83, 4) Planning Permission for proposed fuel storage area, ventilation, signage & all associated site works at Riverwalk Stores, Inner Ring Road,, Waterford.
A question was dealt with concerning Planning Application 08/352 and the reasons for the refusal outlined.

	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


It was proposed by Cllr. J. Halligan seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels and unanimously agreed to complete the sale of the remainder the land in City Council ownership to Waterford Regional Airport.
Cllr. T. Cunningham advised of the scheduled meeting of the Airport committee to be held on 13th January and  the additional member to the board would be discussed.
	
	GAMING & LOTTERIES ACT, 1956 – LEISURE ZONE, WILLIAMSTOWN


This item was withdrawn with the agreement of the meeting and following a written request from the applicant by letter dated 9th January, 2009.

	
	DRAFT TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PLAN 2009 - 2013


The City Manager’s report on the consultation process held regarding the draft Traveller Accommodation Programme had been circulated to the meeting.

It was unanimously agreed to adopt the amended Traveller Accommodation Plan as circulated. 
	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conferences for November was proposed by Cllr.  D. Daniels,  seconded by Cllr.  M. O’ Halloran and unanimously agreed.
1. Kadenza Anti Social Behaviour, Carrick on Suir – 31st Oct-2nd Nov, 2008.

Cllr. S. Ryan, Cllr. J. Walsh.

              2.     Aoife Annual Conference 6th, 7th,8th Nov, 2008 – Ballinasloe.

Cllr. D. Daniels.

3. Reform of Local Government, Carlow Chamber of Commerce,  Tullow - 7th November, 2008 - 

Cllr. D. Walsh.

4. LAMA Winter Seminar – 26th-27th Nov, Castlebar

Cllr. D. Daniels, Cllr. P. Hayes, Cllr. T. Cunningham, Cllr. H.  Quinlan, 

Cllr. D. Walsh.

	
	SPC REPORTS


The Chair of Community, Culture, Sports and Recreation SPC gave his report in respect of meeting held on Thursday 8th January 2009.
1. Arts Grants

Details of Contributions to the Arts payments for the last 3 years were circulated. It was agreed that the current application and adjudication process should continue unchanged. 

2. Community and Recreation Grants

Details of Community and Recreation Grants for the last 3 years were circulated. It was agreed not to alter the scheme in 2009. 

3. Arts Development Plan 2009 - 2014

The Arts Development Plan review framework document was circulated, considered and approved. The proposed consultation/adoption schedule was agreed to conclude by end 2009.

4. Sean Dunne Festival – Draft Programme 2009 

The new programme for this year’s Sean Dunne Festival was outlined. The festival takes place from 19th to 21st March, 2009 and details of the programme will be published and advertised by early February 2009.

5. Harvest Food Festival 

A preliminary outline of this festival, including a food market and other food related events, was presented. It is scheduled to take place in September.

6. Miscellaneous

It was agreed that a plaque commemorating “Little Nellie of Holy God” be erected where she lived.

It was noted that a concerted effort is being made to expand the level and perception of festival/arts activities taking place in Waterford during the summer. 

11th Venice International Architecture Biennale – details of the Waterford City Council Central Library part of the Irish entry in this exhibition were circulated. A newly published book “Renewing our Libraries” edited by Mike Dewe, features a chapter on Waterford City Council Central Library.

	
	WATERFORD CRYSTAL


A delegation comprising of Sean Kelly, Noel Atkins and Pat O’Connor representing the Unite Trade Union at Waterford Crystal joined the meeting.

They circulated a report on the current situation and made a presentation to the meeting which outlined the current grave situation facing Waterford Crystal, the future for manufacturing at the Kilbarry plant, the threat to jobs, the dire situation concerning workers pensions and the question of on-going redundancy payments.

The delegation stressed the need for immediate meaningful government support and political pressure in order to save the jobs at Waterford Crystal and for a commitment similar to that given to the banks.  They were adamant that the brand and jobs could be retained in Waterford with pensions secured and all obligations met. 
The delegation called on the Council to intervene at a political level and to seek immediate meetings with Government to press for action as decisions on the future of the company were due to made in the coming week.

Following a prolonged discussion of the matter, all Members expressed their concerns for the future of Waterford Crystal and the potential knock-on effect on other local industries and the tourism industry. They called for retention of jobs in Waterford and the retention of the Waterford City brand.

It was agreed that a meeting of the Party Whips and CPG would meet the following day and prepare an immediate course of action.

	
	MOTION


It was unanimously agreed that the following motion standing in the names of Cllrs. Cullinane, Kelly and Halligan be circulated to the press:
“That Waterford City Council condemns, in the strongest possible terms, the indefensible and unjustifiable deaths of people in Gaza and calls on the International Community, including the Irish Government, the EU and the UN to intensify its efforts to resolve the situation in Gaza and to help bring about a just and lasting peace for the peoples of Palestine and Israel”
That concluded the business of the meeting

Signed: ________________________

Date: _____________________
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