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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 15th September, 2008

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach, Mheara 

An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain 

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithi Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire de Roiste

An Comhairleoir  Seamus O Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagain

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu               
	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          



Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager

                                             Mr. E. Ruane, A/Director of Services, Planning, Culture & HR


Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation 


Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing Community C&E 


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services


Mr. J. Murphy Head of Finance


Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner


Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer


Mr. P. Kelly, Administrative Officer


Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer


Ms. M. Condon, Asst. Staff Officer


Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	APOLOGIES:          


Apologies were received from, An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan, An Comhairleoir Labhrás O Neill and An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin who were unable to attend.
	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to:

The families of:-


Cllr. Denis Bourke, North Tipperary Co.Co.


Mrs. Maggie Cummins, mother of Senator Cummins


Bill Fitzpatrick, father of Ian, City Council employee


Martin Egan, father of Niall and Tony, City Council employees

P.J. White, father of Derek, City Council employee


Margaret Sinnott, sister of Tony Burns, City Council employee


Larry Fanning, Theatre Royal


The Fahy family, Clonard Park


The Barry family, Priory Lawn
The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.

The Members expressed sympathy to the family of the late Dick Fanning and paid tribute to the great work he did for the Council and Waterford City.  The City Manager was associated with the sentiments and said Dick was a very popular member of the workforce. He will be sadly missed by all his colleagues and friends.

The Mayor stated standing orders would be suspended  after  Item No. 8 on the Agenda to deal with a motion in respect of Housing Grants.  

	CONGRATULATIONS:


A vote of congratulations was extended to Cllr. J. D’Arcy and his wife Helen on the birth of their daughter Danielle.

Appreciation was expressed by the Members to all the staff involved in the organisation of the Homecoming for the Senior Hurling team.

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels,  seconded by  Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the  Council Meeting held 14th July, 2008 be confirmed and signed.

It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan,  seconded by  Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Procedures Committee Meeting held  29th July,  2008 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING


Council Meeting held 14th July,  2008

Questions:

Questions:  Cllr. S. Ryan

1. Did City Council receive any update on funding for the GIF?

2.Did we receive any notification from the Minister in respect of decentralisation?

Answer: 

1. GIF is being deferred. No further information received from the Department.
2. No, nothing further received.

Question: Cllr.  M. Roche
1. Can we write to the Minister for Education again on the basis of his reply dated 8th August, 2008 and demand time be made available to meet a delegation from Waterford City Council in respect of WIT application?

Answer: 

Yes, agreed.

Question:  Cllr. D. Cullinane

1.When will there be a review of the City Development Plan as the situation regarding GIF, Decentralisation and WIT have consequences for Waterford?

2. Can we have a report from the Task Force set up to deal with job losses in Waterford.

Answer:  

1. A two year progress report will be carried out in accordance with the  Planning & Development Acts, 2000-2007. 

2.  A number of meetings have been held and a report will be circulated at the next Council meeting.

Questions: Cllr. D. Daniels

1.Can we invite the CEO of the IDA to address Council again?

2. Has the contractor been appointed for the Flood Relief Scheme and is funding in place?

Answers:

1. Yes, agreed.

2. No, tenders for phase 1 are currently being assessed and funding is in place for phase 1.
Question: Cllr.  T. Murphy

How many people were in court in respect of illegally parked caravans and how many were fined?

Answer:
The matter is to revert to the next Area Meeting.

Question: Cllr. D. Walsh
Can we invite Minister Cullen to a meeting to answer questions in respect of WIT, GIF and decentralisation?

Answer:

Yes, agreed.

Procedures Committee Meeting held 29th July, 2008.

Civic Honours

On the proposition of Cllr. H. Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan it was unanimously agreed to accord a civic reception to Brendan Bowyer to mark his contribution to the musical, cultural and social life of the City.

It was agreed a workshop would be held on 29th September, 2008.

	PLANNING


1. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2006 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2007,  as amended – Completion of the Process –

(a)  Childcare facility adjacent to the Blackberry Fields Housing Development, Carrickphierish.
The Senior Planner presented a report on the Part 8 process.  Works will include construction of a 2 storey childcare centre, with activity rooms, ancillary services, external playground and site development works at Carrickphierish.  No submissions or observations were received.

It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. J. Kelly and unanimously agreed that the proposed works at Carrickphierish proceed as set out in the Manager’s Report dated 8th September, 2008 which had been circulated with the agenda.
(b)  ESB Substation at former Presentation Convent grounds at corner of Slievekeale Road and Vincent White Memorial Road, Waterford.

The Senior Planner presented a report on the Part 8 process.  Works include the construction of an ESB substation in the grounds of the former Presentation Convent, Slievekeale Road.  No submissions or observations were received.

It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed that the proposed works at Slievekeale Road/Vincent White Memorial Road, Carrickphierish  proceed as set out in the  Manager’s Report dated 8th September, 2008 which had been circulated with the agenda.

Questions were dealt with in respect of tree felling and the future use of the site.
(c)  Street Improvement works at The Glen  

It was agreed to defer a decision pending circulation to Council of the detailed plan of the proposals.

(d)  Construction of 2 No. one bedroom and 1 No. 3-bedroom bungalow type infill houses and all associated site works at Larchville .

The Senior Planner presented a report on the Part 8 process. The proposal includes the construction of two one-bedroom and one three-bedroom bungalow at Larchville and altering the site boundaries of 172 Larchville and the Larch Stores and the closure of the alleyway between 172 and the Larch Stores.  One submission was received  and this issue  has been addressed.

Questions were dealt with in respect of timescale, lighting, anti social behaviour.

It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and unanimously agreed to the proposed works as set out in the  Manager’s Report dated 8th September, 2008.
2.  Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2006 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001, as 

     amended – Commencement of Process:

(a) Theatre Royal 

The City Manager presented a report on works which include extending a new staircase to the Committee Room and Upper Circle level, the re-configuration of the Committee Room, demolition of the existing generator room, the provision of new external steps from patrons toilets to rear courtyard level as a means of escape and the modification of the east end window of the City Hall Foyer to form an additional escape route. 

Questions were dealt with in respect of funding, Project 2014, Health & Safety.

Concerns were expressed at the level of grant provision available, the project timescale and necessity for the closure of the Theatre. It was agreed that a  public statement should be issued by the Committee and a master plan for the long term development of the theatre to be prepared.

It was agreed that a further briefing on these issues would be given at the workshop on September 29th.

It was unanimously agreed to commence the Part 8 process.

(b) N25 – Green Route

The Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation presented a report outlining works which will facilitate bus priority measures, bicycle lanes, pedestrian facilities and improved junctions along the N25 route. 

Questions were dealt with in respect of improvements to the Rice Bridge junction, the location of bus stops/pedestrian crossings on the Dunmore Road, the provision of a computerised model, the provision of car parking and traffic management.

It was noted that a public information session would be arranged and it was agreed to hold a workshop briefing for the Council.

It was unanimously agreed to commence the Part 8 process.

3.  Material Contravention of Development Plan - Section 34(6) Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended - Commencement of the Process.

08/220

The construction of the single storey building -Solas Cancer Support Centre- Support Centre for Cancer patients consisting of Therapy and Consultation rooms with Group Room, Art Room, Library Area, Theatre, Social/General Purpose Area, Kitchenette, Staff Offices, Stores,Toilets, Car Parking Area, Courtyards, attenuation tank, site lighting and all associated site works ramps, paths with proposed new access road off the new outer ring road between the roundabout accessing Tesco Shopping Centre and the Farronshoneen Roundabout, Williamstown, Waterford.
It was proposed  by  Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan  and  unanimously agreed  to commence the process.

4.  Planning Lists  - No referrals
	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of  Cllr. D. Walsh  seconded by Cllr. T. Murphy.

	
	FINANCE


It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed to the temporary borrowing by means of overdraft facilities to the sum of €15m for capital projects prior to receipt of grants payments.

	
	HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS


The Higher Education Grants Scheme had been adopted at the July meeting and referred for discussion to this meeting.

The Scheme was discussed and concerns were expressed at the inadequate level of grant aid and the income thresholds which apply. Concerns were also expressed at the proposed re-introduction of 3rd level fees.

It was agreed to write to the Minister for Education, SERA and other local authorities expressing the concerns of Members and calling on all political parties to make their positions clear with regard to these issues.

	
	GAMING & LOTTERIES ACT 1956


It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh, Mayor and unanimously agreed to rescind Part 3 of the Gaming & Lotteries Act 1956 in respect of the following premises:

1. The first floor premises on the Eastern Side of John Street, formerly known as “Pot Black Snooker Club” whose ground floor frontage extends from 17.50 metres South East of the John Street/Parnell Street Junction to a point 20.40 metres South East of the John Street/Parnell Street Junction.

2. The premises on the Western Side of John Street, formerly known as “Jackpot” whose frontage extends from 27.30 metres South East of the John Street/Manor Street junction to a point 33.10 metres South East of the John Street/Manor Street junction.

3. The premises on the Eastern Side of  John Street formerly known as “Amusements” whose frontage extends from John Street/ St. John’s Avenue junction to a point 14.50 metres South West from John Street/ St. John’s Avenue junction

4. The premises on the South Eastern Side of Cork Road and North Eastern side of Inner Ring Road formerly known as “Waterford Bowl”, whose frontage extends for a distance of 60 metres, starting at a point 26.5 metres from the Cork Road and ending 12 Metres from the Inner Ring Road.”

	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conferences for June was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes  seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed:
1. The Local Government Housing Service – 6th-8th  June, 2008. – Bellingham Castle Hotel, Castlebellingham, Co. Louth.

Cllr. J. D’Arcy.

2. Local Government Reform – Dept. of Transport 13th June, Woodlands Hotel, Waterford.

Cllr. D. Walsh, Cllr. S. Ryan, Cllr. J. Walsh, Cllr. M. O’Halloran

3. National Tourism Conference, Carlow Tourism – 18th-20th June  Ramada Hotel, Carlow.

Cllr. D. Cullinane, Cllr. J. Halligan, Cllr. D. Walsh, Cllr. T. Murphy.

4. Byrne-Perry Summer School – CBS Gorey – 27th-29th June.

Cllr. S. Ryan

5. Financial Services Regulation, Public Affairs Ireland, Conrad Hotel, Dublin .  3th-4th July

Cllr. J. Halligan,  Cllr. D. Walsh.

6. Using Heritage to its Potential, Ballymote Community Enterprise, Sligo.  11th- 12th July 

Cllr. D. Daniels.

7. 28th Annual McGill Summer School, Highlands Hotel, Donegal. 12th-19th July

Cllr. H. Quinlan, Cllr. P. Hayes, Cllr. L. O’Neill.

8. Parnell Summer School, Avondale, Wicklow.  10th-15th Aug, 2008.

Cllr. S. Ryan.

9. Merriman Summer School, Ennis,  Co. Clare. 17th-23rd August, 2008.

Cllr. J. Halligan, Cllr. D. Walsh, Cllr. T. Cunningham, Cllr. H. Quinlan.

10. AMAI Annual Conference, Sligo – 10th-13th September

Cllr. L. O’Neill, Cllr. M. O’Halloran, Cllr. T. Murphy, Cllr. P. Hayes, Cllr. D. Daniels.

11. Local Government & The Arts – Kadenza, Birr – 22nd-24th August

Cllr. J. D’Arcy.


Concerns were expressed at the lack of response from a number of Government Ministers to correspondence from the Council and it was agreed to write to the Taoiseach on the matter.

Standing Orders were suspended to discuss the motion in respect of Housing Grants.

The Members expressed concern at the cut in housing grants for the elderly and the disabled and called on Government to restore grants to the levels of previous years.  The cutting of the grant leaves the most vulnerable in society  suffer.  It was unanimously agreed to forward the following motion to the Minister for the Environment Heritage and Local Government and to circulate to all local authorites in the region.

“Waterford City Council calls on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to improve the level of funding to Waterford City Council so that it can meet applications for urgent and necessary cases under the following Grants: Housing Aid for the Elderly, Mobility Aids Grant and Housing Adaptation Grant for people with a Disability”. 

	
	MOTIONS


The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously  agreed.  It was also agreed  to circulate the motion to all local authorities in the region.

1 (a) " That Waterford City Council calls on the Minister for Transport to transfer the license issuing authority in 

         respect of  urban bus routes to Local Authorities with full devolution of powers in respect of routes, fares, 

         frequency of services etc. including necessary funding , to ensure a user friendly and integrated public 

         transport network.”

         Reg. No. 495 (dated 19/2/07)

2. The following motion standing  in the   name of Cllr. D. Cullinane  was deferred as issues outlined in the motion 

    are already being dealt with by other agencies.

“That Waterford City Council establish a Gateway Forum, in consultation with other local authorities in the region, with the purpose of ensuring that Waterford City maximises the potential of gateway status in turn benefiting the entire Southeast region.  Such a forum could include outside bodies and be organised on a regional basis.” 

Reg. No. 502 (dated 17/10/2007)

	
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS 


Cllr. Roche asked the City Manager to consider web casting Council Meetings.  She also requested that public  Artwork throughout the City could be dealt with at the relevant SPC in future if need arises.

That concluded the business of the meeting

Signed: ________________________

Date: _____________________
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