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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 14th July, 2008

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach, Mheara 

An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain 

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithi Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire de Roiste

An Comhairleoir  Seamus O Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagain

An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain
An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu

                                           An Comhairleoir Labhrás O Neill


                                           An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin
	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          



Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager

                                              Mr. P. Power, Director of Services, Planning, Culture & HR


Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation 


Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing Community C&E 


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services


Mr. J. Murphy Head of Finance


Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner


Mr. J. Sullivan,  Senior Executive Officer 

Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer


Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer


Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer

Mr. R. Maddock, Senior Architect


Mr. P. Kelly, Administrative Officer

Ms. M Breen, Administrative Officer


Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	APOLOGIES:          


Apologies were received from, An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin who was unable to attend.

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to:

The families  of Donie Higgins, Michael Brett, Charles Kehoe, Joseph O’Mahoney, Jim Mulligan, William Mortell, Michael Power.
The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.

The Mayor stated standing orders would be suspended at 6.45p.m. to discuss  events that took place in the city over the weekend.  

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche,  seconded by  Cllr. J. Kelly and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held 9th June 2008 be confirmed and signed.
It was proposed by Cllr. M. O’Halloran,  seconded by  Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting held  9th May, 2008 be confirmed and signed.

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels  seconded by  Cllr. T. Murphy and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Annual Meeting held 30th June, 2008 be confirmed and signed
	MATTERS ARISING


Council Meeting held 9th June,  2008

Questions:

Questions:  Cllr. S. Ryan
1. Did City Council receive any update  on  funding under  GIF?

2.Did we receive any notification from the Minister in respect of decentralisation and what stage is our proposal at?
Answer: 
1. GIF is being deferred , will revert with further information when it is to hand. 
2. It is our understanding that no further sites are being procured.  At present we are at design stage with our own site.
Question:  Cllr. D. Daniels
1. Can we write to the Taoiseach in respect of decentralisation?
2. Have we been allocated €2m for Tramore Road flood alleviation from the OPW?
Answer:  
1. Yes we will issue a letter.
2. Yes
Questions: Cllr.  M. Roche
1. Can the City Manager issue a management plan for the clean up of  John’s River?
Answer: 
Project to clean up water quality in  John’ s river has commenced.  Opportunities will arise under flood relief scheme to improve physical appearance.  
Question: Cllr. J. Halligan
Did we write to the Minister for Health in respect of additional resources  for cancer care services.

Answer: 
Yes.  Cllr. H. Quinlan  undertook to circulate letter he received from John McGuinness, T.D.
Question: Cllr.  T. Murphy
How many people were in court in respect of illegally parked caravans and how many were fined?.
Answer:
This will be dealt with when we suspend standing orders.
Question: Cllr.  M. O’Halloran
Did we get a reply from the Minister for  Enterprise, Trade & Employment regarding the job losses at Waterford Crystal?

Answer: 

Yes, it is attached under correspondence on the Agenda.

Question: Cllr. T. Cunningham
Can we write to the Minister for Education again requesting to meet a delegation in respect of  designation of WIT as  University for the South East as set out in the Port report as the reply received to a previous letter is unsatisfactory.
Answer:
Yes

Question: Cllr. D. Walsh

If there is any announcement on GIF or decentralisation will we have a Special Council meeting?
Answer:

Yes, if necessary.
	PLANNING


1. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2006 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2007,  as amended – Completion of the Process –
(a)  Construction of a 3 storey Youth/community Facility and Associated site works at Carrickphierish.
The  Senior Planner presented a report on the Part 8 process.  Works will include construction of a 3 storey youth/community facility including a reception area, music rehearsal area, office accommodation, café, games room, computer room and meeting room at Carrickphierish.  It was noted no submissions were received. A review of the proposal by the Chief Fire Officer has resulted in a requirement to modify the design, in particular the stairwells which results in a minor alterations to the elevations
It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. J. Kelly  and unanimously agreed that the  proposed works at Carrickphierish  proceed as set out in Manager’s Report dated 10th July, 2008 which had been circulated with the agenda. 
2. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2006 Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2007, as amended – Commencement of the Process 

(a)School Campus incorporating 2 primary schools, special needs unit, public library, community hall and office accommodation and associated site works at Carrickphierish.
Gretta English, Healy Kelly & Partners,   and Ann Fletcher Coady Partnership Architects made a presentation on 
 the proposal which is to develop a facility which is designed to accommodate  two primary schools special needs unit, public library, community hall and office accommodation and associated site works in Carrickphierish.  
Members welcomed the proposal and questions were dealt with in respect of set-down area, play area, building finish, lift access, floor area, car parking, separate entrances, energy efficiency, timescale, catchment area,  windows and funding.  
Commencement of the process was unanimously agreed.
(b) Flood alleviation scheme at Scotch Quay and Waterside .
The development is for advance works on phases 2 & 3 of the Waterford City Flood Alleviation scheme, comprising the construction of masonry faced reinforced concrete flood walls and glass flood walls along the southern bank of John’s River at Scotch Quay and George’s Quay and along the northern bank of John’s river at Waterside.
Commencement of the process was unanimously agreed.

3. Urban Design Framework/Local Area Plan – North Quays –Completion of the process.

The Senior Planner presented a  report and noted eight submissions were received within the prescribed period.

The core purpose of the framework is to build on the work of the previous Vision Study for the Quays and to provide clarity in planning terms on what can be done on the site.  The Framework considers a wider area than the Quays and the interrelationship of the site with the Ferrybank area.  The Framework provides for: a 30% minimum of residential provision so that a core population, generating a demand for services and providing security, can  be maintained and vibrancy audits to ensure that individual blocks will provide for a mix of uses and ground floor vitality.  The framework now proposed acknowledges that: there is potential for height in parts on the North Quays,views from parts of the North to the South are important and unique, that a non-linear form of development is more desirable and larger development blocks give greater flexibility in use and urban form.  The view now is that the North Quays can provide a counter balance to the South Quays, reflecting a modern urban face to contrast with the historical streetscape on the South side., thus this framework will add significant value to the North Quays in planning terms and will enhance the quality of development on the North Quays,  will improve market  potential for the site and will assist in the transformation of the wider City Centre area of Waterford. 
Questions were dealt with in respect of the venue centre, pedestrian bridge and the planning application.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham and unanimously agreed that the Draft Urban Design Framework/Local Area Plan for the North Quays Area, as modified by the variations proposed by the Council at the meeting of the Council on 12th May,2008, be adopted and made as the statutory Local Area Plan for the area.

4. Economic Development & Planning SPC  Report – Retailing in Waterford City Centre and Suburbs 2008.

Proposing  its adoption, Cllr. H. Quinlan, Chair of the SPC  presented    the report which examines the nature and potential effects of contemporary process of retail change in the Waterford area, in particular focusing on: 

The current commercial health of the city centre in relation to strengths and weaknesses, needs and opportunities for the future, potential effects of retail decentralization in the suburbs and sub-region and the potential for competition from Co. Kilkenny, Co. Waterford,  Cork, Clonmel and Wexford and concludes that there is a need to continue the policy of protecting the primacy of the city centre while enhancing its attractiveness, recognises that the process of retail change is extremely volatile, and emphasises the need for consistency in policy and the need for continuous monitoring of the situation.
The resolution was seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed.
It was also agreed to refer this item to Council meeting in October to agree in conjunction with the City Centre Study.

5. Planning Lists - Files referred
08/202

Applicant Name:  TRM Developments

Development Description:  10 year planning permission on a 1.62 Hectare/4.00 Acre site. The planning permission seeks to construct a mixed use development to comprise the following:- 1) Block A, a building ranging in height from 7 to 13 storeys, which has office &retail uses. This bldg. will be to the eastern side of proposed hotel & fronting onto the N25 Dock Road. This proposed building comprises 3765m2 retail accomm. with 18756 m2 of office accomm. There is an underground car park that is accessed through the proposed hotel car park & includes 199 parking spaces. The car park is exited onto the main artery road to the north of the block. 2) Block B, a building ranging in height from 9 to 17 storeys. This building is an 208 bed hotel, with 24 no. serviced apts, 8 meeting rooms, conference centre, leisure centre, bar & restaurant facilities. The hotel will have access fronting onto the N25 Dock Road & a main entrance facing eastwards to a new landscaped public plaza. In addition the proposed hotel has 855 m2 of retail acomm fronting onto N25 Dock Road with an adj.access from the N25 to an underground car park which includes 198 no. parking spaces. car park is joined below ground to the adjacent office/retail building. 3) Block C, a building ranging in height from 3 to 12 storeys. This building is a mixed use bldg.which comprises a 1171 m2 cafe, 393 m2 of retail accomm, 12. professional units with a total area of 2529 m2, 14 no. live/work units with a total flr area of 2308 m2, 3721 m2 of office accomm & 16 no. 1 bed, 7 no. 2 bed & 8 no. 3 bed aptss, (31 no. in total). parking is located below ground with access from the southern side off the main artery road & includes 75 no parking spaces. 4) For the provision of a new signalised junction onto the N25 Dock Road from the south-eastern side of the site. 5) An environmental Impact statement (EIS) will be submitted with the application. The EIS will be available for inspection or purchase. The total development comprises a 208 bed hotel, with 24 no serviced apartments, 8 meeting rooms, conference centre, leisure centre, bar & restaurant facilities. 5013 m2 of retail accomm, 14 no live/work units with a total area of 2308 m2, 12 no professional units with a total area of 2529 m2, 22477 m2 of office accomm, a Cafe with a total area of 1171 m2, & a total of 31 residential units which include 1,2 & 3 bed apts. Parking is below ground with total No of 472 parking spaces 5 ESB sub-stations, landscaping & all ancill site dev.wks at Former Ard Rí Hotel site, Ferrybank, Waterford.

08/201

Applicant Name:  Nicholas Fewer

Development Description:  the proposed demolition of existing two storey dwelling and outhouse together with all associated site works at "Stoneleigh", 44 Passage Road, Waterford.
08/219

Applicant Name:  John Kavanagh
Development Description: A) partly constructed external walls (Retention) and Planning Permission to complete external walls, construct roof and use remaining walls of outbuildings to form living room, upstairs storage area and bedroom accommodation and (B) planning permission for alterations to extension to rear of thatched roof farmhouse (previously approved under planning ref:06/327) consisting of change of roof type and finish from zinc to natural slate. This extension will link the thatch roofed farmhouse (A PROTECTED STRUCTURE) to the proposed living and bedroom accommodation described at (A) above at Williamstown, Waterford.
08/192

Applicant Name:   Kevin Kearney

Development Description:  change of use from existing retail to amusement arcade and gaming for the ground floor at 109D, Barrack Street, Waterford.
08/196

Applicant Name:  Miley Flynn
Development Description:  to erect a single storey dwelling with an on site waste water treatment system and associated site works at Couse Shed, Old Tramore Road, Waterford.
08/225

Applicant Name:  David Ryan

Development Description:  the demolition of dwelling and the construction on the site of a new two storey building along with all associated site works and parking, consisting of a retail unit at ground floor with ancillary accommodation including store/office/staff facilities for retail unit at first floor at Castle House, Cork Road, Waterford.
08/183

Applicant Name:  Board of Management Presentation Primary School
Development Description:  for two prefabricated class room buildings, building no. 1 containing 2 classrooms and toilet facilities and building no. 2 containing 3 classrooms and toilet facilities, together with associated site works at Presentation Primary School, Slievekeale Road, Waterford
08/215

Applicant Name:  Sean O'Dwyer Chairman on behalf of Mount Sion GAA Club
Development Description:  construct a ball skills training alley and toilets with surface water drainage from alley to new soakaway, foul drainage from toilets to connect to existing public mains, provision of two no. 12m high floodlights and all associated site works at Mount Sion GAA Sports Ground, Airmount, Waterford.

08/144

Applicant Name:  De La Salle Hurling & Football Club
Development Description:  temporary planning permission for entrance to existing clubhouse on Gracedieu Road, entrance previously granted temporary Planning Permission (Planning Register No.; 04/13 & 05/282). Entrance to be relocated to the West of existing location by 16 metres, complete with all associated ancillary works and associated site works to be constructed at Clubhouse Lands,, Gracedieu,, Waterford.
08/218

Applicant Name:  Kevin Kearney
Development Description:  change of use from existing retail to amusement arcade and gaming for the ground floor at 109 D Barrack Street, facing onto Newport's Tce, Waterford.
08/152

Applicant Name:  Mary & Chris Reidy,
Development Description:  change of use of a portion of dwelling from residential to Creche, permission is also sought to construct an extension to the north eastern elevation of proposed Creche along with all site development works at Hill Crest,, Arbor Road,, Waterford.

08/187

Applicant Name:  Peter & Alison Hill
Development Description:  the demolition of the existing garage, and the construction of a single storey flat roof extension (total area of 68sq.m.) comprising of a new entrance hall, kitchen and living room located to the rear of the existing dwelling. Permission is also sought for the internal modifications to the existing dwelling. All associated site works at 2 Summerville Drive,, Waterford.
08/190

Applicant Name:  Middlethird Estates Ltd
Development Description:  the construction of 63 no. two storey houses comprising 7 no. detached and 56 no. semidetached houses and associated site works (being a revised and extended scheme to previously approved development ref. ref. 06/398) at Kill St. Lawrence, Airport Road, Kilcohan, Waterford.
	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of  Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. M. Roche.

	
	FINANCE


1.  2007 Annual Financial Statement incl. Section 104 Notice

2. Capital Programme.

The Members  welcomed the developments as set out in the Capital Programme and questions were dealt with  in respect of Booterstown roundabout, Abbey Road, Manor St. John, riverside walk at Tramore Road, The Cemetery, The Municipal Golf  Course  and Ballycashin Hill.

The reports as presented were proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh and unanimously agreed.
	
	HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS


Approval in principle for the Higher Education Grants Scheme 2008/2009 was unanimously adopted on the proposition of Cllr. H. Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche.  It was  agreed to circulate the Higher Education Grants Scheme to the Members when it was received from the Department of Education.  This item to be refereed to the September Agenda for further discussion.

	
	JPC


The report as presented was noted.

	
	PARKING PLACES – BYE-LAWS


The Director of Corporate Affairs and Transportation’s report, circulated at the meeting refers.   In accordance with Section 36 of the Road Traffic Act 1994 and the Waterford City Centre Parking Policy it was agreed to make bye-laws to allow for the extension of pay and display parking into parts of the current disc parking area which will include Grattan Quay, Summerhill, Bridge Street, Morgan Street, Philip Street, Newport Square, Manor Hill, College Street, Bath Street, Lower Newtown Road, South Parade, Otteran Place and Newtown Road.  No written submissions were received.
It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr.  P. Hayes  and agreed to adopt the Waterford City Parking Places Bye-Laws 2008 in order to extend pay and display parking in the City Centre.

	
	APPOINTMENT OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

(a)   HOUSING SPC

(b)   TRANSPORTATION SPC


(a)    HOUSING SPC

      It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed that Cllr. S. Ryan be         

      nominated to the Chair of Strategic Policy Committee -  Housing .

 (b)   TRANSPORTATION SPC

       It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels  and unanimously agreed that Cllr. L. O’Neill  be nominated to        

       the Chair of Strategic Policy Committee – Transportation.
	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conferences for June was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes  seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed:
1. Ards Borough Council – Greystones Town Council - Tourism & Technology Conference.  How Local Economies   North &    

   South can compete in the global marketplace. – Portaferry, Co. Down.- Cllr. T. Murphy
2.International  Citizen Ports Conference – Stockholm – 23rd-27th June 2008 -  Cllr. M. O’Halloran
Standing orders was suspended to discuss events which took place in the City over the weekend.

Members expressed their concern at the actions of a small group of travellers in the city over the weekend and stated it is a statutory obligation of the City Council to house travellers.  A press release issued:
“That Standing Orders be suspended to consider the events that took place in the City over the weekend.  This Council condemns the actions of a small group of travellers who engaged in criminal activity.

We express our full support to the Gardai in bringing the perpetrators to justice.  We wish also to compliment the Gardai and the staff of Waterford Regional Hospital for the manner in which they dealt with the very difficult situation and we further ask members of the public to continue with the high level of co-operation that they have given to the Gardai.

We support all those in the community endeavouring to live a quite and peaceful existence”.
That concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed: ________________________

Date: _____________________
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