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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 14th January, 2008

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin, Mheara

An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain 

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithi Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire de Roiste

 An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir  Seamus O Dorchaidh






An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagain 

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu

An Comhairleoir Labhrás O Neill

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          


Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager

                                           Mr. P. Power, Director of Services, Planning, Culture & HR

Mr. F. Galvin, A/Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation 

Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing, Community and Enterprise  


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services


Mr. J. Murphy Head of Finance


Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner

                                                                        Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer

              Mr. R. Maddock Senior Architect


Mr. B. Duggan Senior Executive Officer


Mr. J Sullivan Senior Executive Officer







Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer 






Ms. H. Dunphy, A/Senior Executive Officer


Ms. M Breen, Administrative Officer


Ms. M. Condon, Asst. Staff Officer

	APOLOGIES:          


Apologies were received from An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan and An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain who were unable to attend.

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to:

The Gough family, the family of Brian Fitzgerald, Kingswood ,Island Lane, Ballinakill, Alicia Cheasty, Barrack St. Joseph Sinnott,  21 Ash Rd. Kingsmeadow. Victor Page Carriganard, Butlerstown. Eddie Walsh, John Whelan,  The Orchard, Kingsmeadow. Jim Lynch, Rochester, New York.

 The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. M.Roche, seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and unanimously agreed  that the minutes of the  special Council Meeting held  3rd December, 2007 be confirmed and signed..

It was proposed by Cllr. H. Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly  Council Meeting held 10th December, 2007 be confirmed and signed.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill  and  unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Statutory Budget Meeting held 17th December, 2007 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING


Special Council Meeting 3rd December, 2007

Questions:

Question: Cllr. D.Daniels.

What is the position regarding the shortfall in the Local Government Fund allocation?

Answer: The Local Government Fund allocation is based on the needs and resources model and the City compares favourably with the other urban authorities.

It was proposed by Cllr. D.Daniels and seconded by Cllr.  J. Darcy that a letter be issued to the Minister regarding 

shortfall in Local Government Fund. 

 Cllr. M. Roche noted that the minutes did not contain sufficient detail on the contributions made by individual members.

Monthly Council Meeting held 10th December, 2007

It was agreed to amend the minutes of this meeting to include the following:

Page 2299 Any Other Business - “Cllr. D.Walsh  raised under any other business, the situation regarding the piling of scrap metal on the Frank Cassin Wharf, and was advised that a report would be given at the next council meeting.”

Page 2297 Waste Policy 

“Cllr. D. Cullinane proposed an amendment to the wording of Section 7(a)(iv) of the Draft Bye-Laws, as follows

replace

‘Adopts a point of collection payment or monthly in arrears charging system;’  with        

‘Ensures that where pay by use payment is not at the point of bin collection, households are billed no more than one month in arrears or advance for the service used.’
Question: Cllr.H.Quinlan

When a reply is received from the Minister for Education and Science on WIT can a special Council meeting be held?

Answer:  Yes. The Mayor also agreed to raise the matter with An Taoiseach during his forthcoming visit to Waterford.

Question: Cllr. L O Neill

Why is part of the lighting on the Outer Ring Road not working?

Answer:  Six of the seven sections are operational and there is a technical problem with the last section which is presently being addressed.

Questions: Cllr. T. Murphy

1. How many summons were issued to the travellers illegally parked on the Ballybeg link road in September/October/November/December 07 and to date in January 08.
2 How many of those summoned were brought to court and prosecuted.
3 Have the Gardai issued any summons to those illegally parked in or around the Ballybeg/Kilbarry Area including those who have cars parked on footpaths.
Answer: 

1. Notices have been served where appropriate and will revert to Council on the other issues.

Question:   Cllr. J. Walsh

Has a response been received from the Minister for Education and Science regarding the Waterford Institute of Technology?

Answer:  No.

Question: Cllr. J Kelly.

Has a date been set for the forum meeting regarding Waterford Crystal?

Answer: No, currently in process of inviting representatives on to the forum. Not Council intention to get involved in process between unions and management. 

Question:  Cllr. D.Walsh  

What is the present situation regarding the scrap metal on the Frank Cassin Wharf

Answer:
Notice served under the Waste Management Act on MSM, same not complied with, Waterford City Council instigating legal proceedings.
Cllr. D Daniels requested and it was agreed that Barry O Leary new CEO of the Industrial Development Authority be invited to a meeting 

Statutory Budget Meeting held 17th December, 2007

Cllr. D. Cullinane requested that his opposition to water pricing charges on schools as discussed at statutory budget meeting be noted. 
Question: Cllr. D. Cullinane

Has a Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government circular on flat and metered charges for schools been received?

Answer: Yes it will be circulated

	PLANNING


1. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001, as amended - Completion of the Process:

 Access Routes   Kilbarry Road, Old Tramore Road and Ballycashin Hill. 

It was proposed by Cllr, T Murphy   seconded by Cllr. L O Neill  and unanimously agreed to complete the planning process as set out in the City Manager’s report dated 10th January, 2008 circulated with the Agenda.

2. Waterford North Quays – Urban Design framework 

The Urban Design framework for the North Quays was circulated to the meeting and presented by the Senior Planner and City Manager.

Members welcomed the plan and the potential that it provided for the North Quays and Ferrybank area. They asked that the consultation process would give as much opportunity as possible to the public to make their views.  

It was agreed that workshops would be held in the area.

A question concerning issues between CIE and the Port of Waterford Company was dealt with.

It was proposed by Cllr.P.Hayes seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh and unanimously agreed to commence the statutory process.

3. North West Suburbs - Variation to Waterford City Development Plan 2007-2013 – Section 13 Planning & Development Act 2000.

The City Manager’s report on the proposed variation had been circulated to the meeting. It was noted that one submission had been received within the prescribed period and this was in support of the proposal

Questions regarding road crossings, junctions, traffic flows and calming and retail policy were dealt with.
It was proposed by Cllr.H.Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh , and unanimously  agreed  to make a Variation of the Waterford City Development Plan 2007 -2013 as detailed in the City Manager’s report 8th January 2008 which was circulated with the Agenda:

Variation No. 1-  Variation of the  Retail Strategy ( Section  2.7 of the Development Plan)  in relation  to convenience shopping in the Carrickphierish neighbourhood:
Delete  the following sentence from section 2.7.1.  of the Plan “The neighbourhood at Carrickphierish can accommodate a convenience unit up to 2000m2 net retail space” and delete  the final sentence of S. 2.7.8.   “In Carrickphierish the anchor supermarket should be medium-sized, in the region of 2000 net m² maximum.”  and replace both   with the following sentence:

 “In Carrickphierish the anchor supermarkets shall be medium sized, in the region of 1600 nett m² and shall only be permitted within the designated Neighbourhood Centre.”  
4. Planning Lists

Files referred

07/474
Applicant Name:  Noel Burke Developments Ltd,

Development Description: the change of use at ground floor only from permissioned Class 1 (use as a shop) to Class 2 use, (where services are provided principally to visiting members of the public). at  10,11,& 12 Bridge Street,, Waterford
07/469

Applicant Name:  Paddy Early and Paul Kearney

Development Description: to a) demolish existing stone retaining wall between no 36 and 45 Upper Yellow Road and reinstate retaining wall to gable of no. 45. B) Demolish and set back front entrance walls and gates to no. 45 to achieve site lines. C) Convert no. 36 two storey residence to two 1 bedroom apartments. D) Extend gable of no. 36 at first floor level to provide 1 bedroom apartment. E) Extend the rear of no. 36 to provide two no single storey 2 bedroom apartments with two no. single storey 2 bedroom apartments to the rear of site providing 7 no. apartments in total. F) provide vehicular access to rear of site with carparking and refuse bin storage area's connect all new foul & surface water drainage to public mains with all associated siteworks

07/468 

Applicant Name: John & Margaret Brennan

Development Description: to demolish existing Public House (Candy Store) and existing Bookmakers (Dermody bookmakers) to facilitate the construction of a new two storey structure over basement which will consist of new Public House, Bookmakers, Off-Licence, two Retail Units, Medical Centre, four two bedroom apartments, storage, car parking, landscaping, smoking area, connection to public services and associated site works at  51-52 St. John's Park, Waterford
07/479
Applicant Name:  Owen & Jacinta Kavanagh,

Development Description: the proposed demolition of 1 number existing dwelling & outbuildings & the proposed erection of 4 number two storey dwellings, new vehicular entrance onto the Dunmore Road, together with all associated site works, services & boundary treatments, at  Knockboy House, Knockboy,, Dunmore Road,, Waterford.
07/482

Applicant Name:  P. Sweeney & T. Considine
Development Description: the demolition of an existing building and the erection of a two storey neighbourhood centre comprising 6 No. retail Units at ground floor; including cafe, pharmacy, dry cleaners, convenience retail unit (including off licence) and other retail uses; with office suites and medical/dental surgeries at first floor level, together with surface parking (total spaces: 67 No.), free standing gantry illuminated sign, all building mounted signage and ancillary site works at  The Salvage Shop,, Airport Road,, Waterford.

07/489

 Applicant Name:  Patrick Joseph Reddy

Development Description: the demolition of existing derelict sheds, and the subsequent construction of two blocks. Block 1 consists of 3 ground floor showroom units together with ground floor extension to existing O'Sullivan interiors showroom, a two storey dental surgery, 8 No. apartments on ground and first floors and 8 No. Penthouse apartments on second floor level, together with ESB sub-station and switch room at ground floor level. Block 2 consists of a ground floor restaurant and ancillary accomodation together with 2 apartments on first floor, 2 apartments on the second floor and one penthouse apartment on the third floor level. The above development includes a landscaping program, landscape deck, boundary treatment, associated car parking and all associated site works at the existing Powerseeds site, Glenville, Dunmore Road, Waterford

	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Correspondence circulated with the Agenda was noted and attendance at the following conferences was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. D. Culliane and unanimously agreed:

(a)
Seminar on Crime, The Greenhills Hotel, Limerick, 24th - 25th January 2008.

(b)
Mid-West Regional Authority, 14th Annual Conference - “Planning for Renewable Energy”, Woodlands House Hotel, Adare, Co. Limerick, 7th - 8th February 2008. 

(c)
Antrim Tourism Conference, “Forty Shades of Green Tourism”, Dunadry Hotel & County Club, Muckamore, 1st – 2nd February 2008.

(d)
Seminar for Councillors, The Local Government Planning Service, Clonea Strand Hotel, Clonea, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, 1st to 3rd February 2008.

Correspondence from Health Services Executive - Concerns were expressed on the content and lack of detail contained in responses issued by the Health Service Executive on the questions of MRSA and radiotherapy services in Waterford.  It was agreed to write to the Minister for Health and Children to advise her of the Council’s dissatisfaction and request that substantive replies be issued to the Council on these matters.

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and unanimously agreed to support the following motion received from Waterford County Council 

 “That following on from the recent EU Vets Report that Waterford County Council calls on the Government to immediately ban the importation of Brazilian Beef.  The report on Brazilian Beef issued by the EU Food and Veterinary Office confirms the need to impose a ban on beef imports from that Country.  The report found serious irregularities regarding animal registration, identification, vaccination, false certification of exports, breaches of EU residency requirements and that Foot and Mouth Disease is still present”. 

	
	MOTIONS


The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels and seconded by Cllr. M. Roche,  

and unanimously agreed

“That St. John’s Avenue and Spring Gardens be included in future Urban Renewal Schemes in the city.”
Reg. No. 493 (dated 25/1/07)

Questions on access to St. John’s Avenue and the Living over the Shops Scheme were dealt with.

In accordance with Standing Order No. 26, motion No. 494 standing in the name of Cllr. T Cunningham was deferred.

In accordance with Standing Order No. 26, motion No. 497 standing in the name of Cllr. S. Ryan was deferred.

The following motion standing in her name was proposed by Cllr. M. O’Halloran Mayor,  seconded by Cllr. D.Daniels,  and unanimously agreed


" That Waterford City Council calls on the Minister for Justice to fully roll out the Joint Policing Committees throughout the country based on the success of the pilot schemes."

 

It is important to ensure local policing committees operate in every local authority area and in every major urban district to enable the Garda Siochana and local and national representatives to work together in the interests of the security of our state and also to encourage greater community involvement on the issues of local policing.

 
Reg. No. 498 (dated 16/05/07).

It was noted that following a recent Government announcement, that it was intended to extend the JPC Scheme nationally.

With the agreement of the meeting the following motion standing in his name was taken instead of motion 6(a) proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh, and seconded by Cllr. D.Cullinane, and unanimously agreed
“Waterford City Council calls on the Government to honour its commitment to implement new legislation regarding Agency Workers as promised under the terms of the National Agreement “Towards 2016”

         Reg. No. 508 (dated 18/11/07)

It was agreed to circulate this motion to all Local Authorities and Trade Unions

In accordance with Standing Order No. 26, motion No. 500 standing in the name of Cllr. J. Halligan and Cllr D Walsh was deferred.

The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr.D Walsh, and seconded by Cllr. J.Kelly, and unanimously agreed
“That this Council commence a Part 8 process and include in the roads capital budget for 2008, the Abbey Road, Ferrybank.”

Reg. No. 501 (dated 03/10/2007

It was noted that funding had not been secured for this project and that there were unresolved issues relating to drainage which would impact on the project.  

The Meeting then resolved into Committee.

Following detailed consideration it was unanimously resolved that Waterford City Council contributes the sum of €75K towards the Theatre Royal to meet outstanding capital debts.
The City Manager advised members present of possible industrial action by SIPTU trade union commencing January 28th.

Concerns regarding Christmas Relief Scheme were noted and will be tabled for review by the procedures committee.

Signed: ________________________

Date: _____________________
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