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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 9th June, 2008

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin, Mheara 

An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain 

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithi Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire de Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir  Seamus O Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagain

An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin 

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu

                                           An Comhairleoir Labhrás O Neill


	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          



Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager

                                              Mr. P. Power, Director of Services, Planning, Culture & HR


Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation 


Mr. J. Sullivan, A/ Director of Housing, Community and Enterprise  


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services


Mr. J. Murphy Head of Finance


Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner


Mr. B. O’Kane, Financial Accountant


Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer


Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer


Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer


Ms. H. Dunphy, A/Senior Executive Officer


Ms. M. Quigley, Administrative Officer


Ms. L. O’Mahony, Administrative Officer


Ms. M Breen, Administrative Officer


Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	APOLOGIES:          


Apologies were received from, An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain who was unable to attend.

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to:

Cllr. Mary Roche on the death of her mother-in-law Irene Keating.
The Family of Lena O’Farrell, 25 Oak Close, Hillview, Waterford.

The Family of Tony James, Rockfield Park

The family of Maura Tebay, Belvedere Drive, Paddy Brown’s Road.

Paul Johnston on the death of his father Tony.

The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.

The Mayor stated standing orders would be suspended at 6.30p.m. to discuss  Motion No.512 in respect of Waterford Crystal.  

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes  seconded by  Cllr. D. Daniels and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting held 12th May, 2008 be confirmed and signed:
	MATTERS ARISING


Council Meeting held 12th May 2008

Questions:

Questions:  Cllr. D. Daniels
1. What is the up to date position on  our application for funding under  GIF and can we make further representations to progress the matter.?
Answer:    We have  not been notified of  funding as yet and this matter has not yet gone to cabinet unsure whether or not it will be dealt with before the Dail recess 

Question:  Cllr. H. Quinlan
What is the update on the KRM planning application?
Answer:  An Bord Pleanala have sought further information which will delay the timeframe, but the viability of the project is stable.  Council will be briefed at the  Workshop which will be held  next week.
Questions: Cllr. L. O’Neill
1.Does the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government’s objection still stand?

2. Who maintains the grass cutting in private estates.

Answer: 
1.The issues are resolvable. There was clarifications at the oral hearing.

2. City Council do not maintain grass areas in  private estates.
Question: Cllr. D. Cullinane

1. When will the compost facility works  at Kilbarry commence?

2. Have we an action plan to deal with travellers parking on the Ballybeg Link Road and cleaning up of the area?

Answer: 
1. The Part 8 procedure under the Planning Acts is complete, the meeting with residents took place and Council can now proceed to tender. Hopefully works will commence before year end.
2. The City Council is doing everything it can to implement the prohibition order, but it is difficult to get prosecutions.

Question: Cllr.  J. Walsh
Are the outstanding items in The Grange, Grange Manor and Newtown Park now complete in order that the estates can be taken in charge.
Answer:
All works are now complete.
Question: Cllr.  J. Halligan
Did we get a reply from the Minister for Health in respect of additional resources for cancer services at Waterford Regional Hospital?

Answer: 

 No reply received yet.

Questions: Cllr. M. Roche

1.What is the timescale for the St. John’s River following motion agreed by council?

2. Have we commenced the process to rescind the Gaming & Lotteries Act?

Answers:
1.  We will revert to this  next month.
2.  Will commence the process as there is a procedure to be followed.

Question: Cllr. T. Cunningham

Did we receive a reply from the Minister for Education in respect of receiving a delegation from the City Council.?
Answer:  A letter in respect of earlier correspondence was received and will be circulated.

Questions: Cllr. T. Murphy

1.What is the update on illegally parked caravans on Ballybeg Link Road.

2.Did we meet with the people in the Business Park in respect of the Compost Facility?

Answer: `

1. Same as reply to question 2 - Cllr. D. Cullinane.
2. A meeting took place with the business people.
Question: Cllr. D. Walsh

Can we set up a Liaison Committee between Waterford City Council and Kilkenny Co. Council in respect of illegally parked travellers?

Answer:   We will liaise with Kilkenny County Council in  respect of the matter but it is outside of our administrative area.
	PLANNING


1. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001, as amended – Completion of the Process –
(a) Theatre Royal.
The  Senior Planner presented a report on the Part 8 process.  Works will include carrying out renovations to the Theatre Auditorium, modification to the City Hall Foyer and  the disused Civil Defence Room and a  green room. It was noted two submissions had been made which supported the development.

A question was dealt with in respect of  the Civil Defence unit.

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh and unanimously agreed that the  proposed works at the Theatre Royal be completed as set out in Manager’s Report dated 4th June, 2008 which had been circulated with the agenda. 

(b)  Dunmore Green Route – Phase 1 Maypark Lane to The Mall

The Senior Planner presented a report on the Part 8 process.    It was noted 23 submissions were received, four of which related to a future scheme along the N25 which did not form part of this Part 8 process.  The issues raised were addressed in the report.
Questions were dealt with in respect of  traffic lights at Newtown School, safety proposals, location of bus stop, parking arrangements for funerals at St. Joseph & Beniluds Church, , re-alignment of roundabout at Passage Road, cycle lanes.
It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh and unanimously agreed that the proposed works on the Green Route Phase 1 – Maypark Lane to The Mall be completed as set out in the Manager’s Report dated 4th June, 2008.

2. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001, as amended – Commencement of the Process 

(a) Childcare facility at Carrickphierish

The Director of Services, Environmental Services made a presentation outlining the proposal which is to develop a facility which is designed to accommodate pre-school accommodation for the two planned primary schools in Carrickphierish.  
Commencement of the process was unanimously agreed.
(b) Kilbarry Natural Heritage Area Management Plan Framework

Paul O’Donoghue, Atkins McCarthy made a presentation to the Members  in which he addressed  : 
(1) Enhancement of Kilbarry bog
(2) limited reduction of flooding on the R675 Tramore Road having regard to environmental constraints.
(3) Extension of St. John’s River Walk to the Waterford Outer Ring Road.

(4) Kilbarry Landfill – development of park on remediated landfill site .

(5) Pederstrain connectivity between Kilbarry bog and proposed park 

It was unanimously agreed to refer the matter for discussion at the Workshop to be held on Monday 16th June.

(c) ESB Substation at Presentation Convent.

 These works are necessary to facilitate the development of the  City Council site and also the two adjoining sites on the grounds of the former Presentation Convent. Commencement of the process was unanimously agreed
	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan.

	
	NOMINATION TO BOARD OF VEC


It was unanimously agreed that  Ms.  Catherine Kinsella, 17 Glencarra, Ballybeg be nominated to the Board of the VEC  due to the resignation of  Ms. Suzanne Kelly.

	
	HEALTH SERVICE EXECUTIVE


Cllr. T. Murphy  assume the position  on the  board of the Health Service Executive from lst July, 2008.

Standing orders were suspended to discuss the following motion:

	
	QUESTION


Reply issued

	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conferences for May was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche  seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill and unanimously agreed:
1. Planning Seminar for Councillors -  TJK Conferences Ltd - , Punch Hotel, Limerick 25th-26th April.

 Cllr. T.  Murphy.

2. 9th Annual Regional Assembly Conference – EU Territorial Co-operation Programmes – Marriott Druids Glen Hotel, Newtownmountkennedy, Co. Wicklow. – 16th May.

Cllr. J. Halligan

3. Local Government & The Environment – Training for Councillors – Ballyvaughan Coast Hotel, Ballyvaughan 16th-18th May, 2008.

Cllr. J. D’Arcy.

4. Irish Culture & Heritage – Inspiration for the next generation – Percy French Hotel, Roscommon – 16th-18th May, 2008.

Cllr. T. Murphy.

5. Respond – Sustaining Social Housing Communities – National Conference, Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise – 5th June 

Cllr. M. Roche.

6. The Local Government Housing Service – 6th-8th June, 2008. – Bellingham Castle Hotel, Castlebellingham, Co. Louth.

Cllr. D. Daniels, Cllr. D. Cullinane.

	
	MOTIONS


The following motion in his name was proposed by  Cllr. D. Walsh 
'That this council support the proposal to provide the necessary funding for Waterford Crystal, by taking a share in the company.  He would also call on City Council and all other relevant bodies in the region to pressurise Waterford Wedgwood and the government to pursue the option of using state agencies to provide the necessary funds, not as a bail-out, but as a strategic investment in the Waterford Crystal brand and in the region.'

Reg. No. 512 (dated 21/05/2008)

A discussion ensued regarding the legality of the motion and the City Manager informed the members that the motion as it stood did not fall within the statutory function of the City Council and we would not have the financial capacity in the first instance.
Cllr D Walsh advised that the words “asking the Government to take a share in the Company”  be part of this motion. 
It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed to amend the motion by inserting the following wording after the word “by” in the first sentence “asking the Government to take a share in the Company”.
The Members expressed their concern at the loss of up to 490 jobs at the Kilbarry plant and outsourcing of the jobs and called on the government to invest in new technologies in the plant and upgrading the tourist trail.  Concern was also expressed that Waterford Wedgewood should re-structure and the need for a University in the south east.  
It was unanimously agreed to write to the Minister for Enterprise Trade & Employment requesting her to meet the Members of the City Council.
That concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed: ________________________

Date: _____________________
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