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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

 STATUTORY BUDGET MEETING 17th December, 2007

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin,Mhéara 

An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain,

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir  Thomás O Cuinneagain

An Comhairleoir  Seamus O Dorchaidh

An  Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE


Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director of Services, Planning, Culture & HR

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. L. Power, Director of Services, Housing and Community and Enterprise.

Mr. F. Galvin, A/Director of Services, Corporate Affairs & Transportation

Mr. B. O’Kane, Financial Management Accountant



Ms. M. Moran, Administrative Officer



Ms. J. Cantwell, City Librarian



Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer



Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer



Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer



Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. H. Dunphy, A/Senior Executive Officer

Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer



Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	APOLOGIES


An apology was received from An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain who was unable to attend.

	BUDGET 2008


The City Manager presented his report on the Budget 2008 which had been circulated with the agenda.  In introducing the report, the City Manager highlighted the positive investment in both service delivery and the capital programme in 2007.  Significant progress had been made on the delivery of key infrastructure including the Waterford City Bypass, Waterford Main Drainage Scheme, the Old Kilmeaden Road realignment, the Williamstown Road realignment, the acquisition of the freehold of a section of the South Quays and the location for the new headquarters for the City Council.  

He emphasised the importance of continued investment in services and infrastructure and stated that the Budget as presented was expansionary with a total projected revenue expenditure of €62.3m which represented a 10.5% increase over 2007.

However the Manager noted that the commissioning of the Waste Water Treatment Plant and improvements in the water supply system together with commercial competition in domestic waste collection would result in considerable additional financial pressures over the next two years.

On the National Water Pricing Policy, he stated that the policy would have to be implemented in full with the introduction of metered water charging for all non-domestic users including schools.  It was intended to phase in charges and to work with the schools on water conservation measures. 

The main income increases proposed included an increase in non-domestic water charges to €1.51 per cu. m, a €20 increase in the annual fixed domestic waste refuse charge and a 4% increase on commercial rates.  

In conclusion, the Manager stated that the budget represented a balanced approach to ensuring both the financial stability of the Council while ensuring that ongoing investment and service delivery requirements could be met. He recommended the adoption of the Budget as presented.

In proposing the budget Cllr. T. Cunningham described the budget as prudent in a period of commercial uncertainty.  He described the increase of 4% in commercial rates as encouraging, there was no increase in parking and the increase of €20 in the standing refuse charges was modest and he appealed to householders to use the facilities provided by Waterford City Council.  He outlined the legal obligations for Local Authorities to implement the National Water Pricing Policy, which will be implemented over a two year period.

In seconding the budget Cllr. P. Hayes adverted to the burden placed on Local Authorities in implementing National Water Pricing Policy.   He commented on how well the city looked and on the investment in the city over the years and the courage displayed by the City Council to make changes to enhance the life style of Waterford.  The delivery of quality housing and quality arts and culture were highlighted.  He stated that in order for Waterford to grow we must invest and described the budged as a well balanced budget.  We tried over the years to be fair in respect of waste collection by offering a favourable waiver system and appealed to people to use the facilities provided by the City Council.
Cllr. D. Daniels thanked the Manager & Staff and supported the challenging budget.  He welcomed no increase in parking charges.

Cllr. L. O’Neill welcomed the budget and commented on the investment in the closure of the landfill and leisure facility at the Regional Sports Centre, our parks and open spaces are second to none.

Cllr. J. D’Arcy welcomed the budget and the delivery of services to the people of Waterford in particular funding for co-ordination of youth services.
Cllr. T. Murphy welcomed the ongoing works and commitment to central heating and remedial works.

Cllr. D. Cullinane welcomed the budget and paid tribute to the positive development in the city over the last number of years, in particular the Waste Water Treatment Plant, Anti-social behaviour unit, securing units under Part V of the Planning & Development Act.

Cllr. H. Quinlan welcomed the budget and paid tribute to the waste collection services provided and the need to maintain this service for the citizens of Waterford.

Cllr. M. Roche, welcomed the budget and stated 2010  would see delivery of  many projects in Waterford including  the new motorway from Waterford to Dublin, University for the South East, the North Quay development including the pedestrian crossing and the improvements to the  Theatre Royal.  Cllr. Roche also acknowledged the implications for schools with the implementation of the Water Pricing Policy and  she also acknowledged the waste collection service provided by the City Council.

Cllr. D. Walsh acknowledged the anti social behaviour unit and the gas central heating, he also acknowledged the difficulties for schools with the implementation of the Water Pricing Policy.

Cllr. J. Walsh acknowledged the waste collection service provided by Waterford City Council and appealed to the people of Waterford to use this service. He welcomed the housing pre planned maintenance, the expansion of the services of the anti social behaviour unit and the intended extension of neighbourhood development services to private estates.  He expressed concern in respect of open spaces and the need for adequate staff with expansion of areas.

Cllr. J. Kelly, acknowledged remedial works programme, the anti social behaviour office and the new fire service, the green routes and the park and ride.  He also appealed to the people of Waterford to use the service provided by the City Council for waste collection.

The following proposal was put to the meeting:

“THAT it is hereby resolved that the Budget for the financial year ending 31st December 2008 prepared and

circulated by the City Manager is hereby adopted.

“AND THAT in accordance with the Budget thus adopted €65.82 be and is hereby determined as the 

Annual Rate on Valuation to be levied for the several purposes specified in the Budget for the Financial 

Year ending 31st December, 2008.

The proposal was then put before the meeting and a recorded vote was called for and resulted as follows:



FOR (12)




ABSTAINED (2)

An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain                                  
An Comhairleoir Daithi Breathnach                                          

An Comhairleoir Padraig ÓhAodha



An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagán

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

AnComhaireoirDaithí MacDomnhaill 




An Comhairleoir Máire de Róiste





An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Thomás Ó Cuinneagain 

An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomás Ó Murchú


An Comhairleoir Labhrás Ó Néill

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin, Meara

The motion was declared carried

The Mayor thanked the City Manager, the Head of Finance and the Members for their support in  preparation of the budget.

The City Manager thanked all Members for their support in preparation and adoption of the budget. 
The meeting then concluded.

Signed:________________________

Date:_____________________
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