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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 10th December, 2007

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin, Mheara

An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain 

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithi Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire de Roiste

 An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir  Seamus O Dorchaidh






An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagain 

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu

An Comhairleoir Labhrás O Neill

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          


Mr. P. Power, D/City Manager

Mr. F. Galvin, A/Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation 

Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing, Community and Enterprise  


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services


Mr. J. Murphy Head of Finance


Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner


Mr. B. O’Kane, Financial Accountant


Mr. B. Duggan Senior Executive Officer


Mr. J Sullivan Senior Executive Officer







Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer 






Mr. E. Lonergan,  Executive Engineer






Ms. H. Dunphy, A/Senior Executive Officer


Ms. M Breen, Administrative Officer


Ms. M. Quigley, Administrative Officer






Ms. M. Condon, Asst. Staff Officer

Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Senior Staff Officer

	APOLOGIES:          


Apologies were received from An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan, An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain who were unable to attend.
	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to:

The Families of  Mavis Kervick, Ballytruckle, James Manto, Hillview, Jean Kelly, Ballybeg Close, Ned Wallace, Ballybeg Court,  Kevin Doyle, Viewmount, John Gray, Ballybeg and Cllr. Pat Leahy, Waterford Co. Council.

 The D/City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
A vote of sympathy was extended  to Michael Walsh, City Manager on the death of his mother Joan, as a mark of respect  the meeting adjourned for 10 minutes.
	BEST WISHES


The Members unanimously adopted a resolution of good wishes to Cllr. S. Ryan following his recent illness.

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. J. Kelly, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed  that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held  5th December, 2007 be confirmed and signed..

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Adjourned Council meeting held 12th November, 2007 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting 5th November, 2007

Questions:

Question: Cllr. J. Kelly

Was an Inter Agency Forum set up to progress the Waterford Crystal job losses.  

Answer: Yes, a group chaired by the Mayor, City Manager and representatives from the various state agencies  was set up and will meet early in January to discuss how to progress. 

Question: Cllr. D. Daniels

When will the workshop on Green Routes be held.

 Answer: 10th January, 2008. 
Question:  Cllr. L. O’Neill

When will public lighting be in use on the Outer Ring Road.

Answer:  Every effort is being made to have the lighting operating before Christmas

Questions: Cllr. T. Murphy

1. What is the update on the illegally parked caravans on Ballybeg Link Road.

Answer: 

1. Notices under the Prohibition Order have been served where appropriate and some families have been re-housed.

Questions:   Cllr. D. Cullinane

Can City Council write to the Minister for Health requesting a reply to our letter in respect of Radiotherapy.

Answer:  We will do so.

Question: Cllr. T. Cunningham

Did we receive a reply from the Department in respect of the Gateway Innovation Fund application.

Answer: No. A decision on the application is not due until early in 2008. 

Adjourned Council Meeting held 12th November, 2007

Question: Cllr. T. Cunningham

What progress has been made on the Design framework for the North Quays

Answer: The Consultants are preparing a final draft to revert to Council before going on public display for consultation.

	PLANNING


1. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001, as amended - Completion of the Process:

A report on the Part XI process had been circulated with the agenda.  One submission was received  in respect of a wildlife buffer zone between the proposed development and the adjoining stream, this issue to be addressed by the provision of a 3-5 metre buffer zone.

It was proposed by Cllr. L O’Neill   seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed to the proposal to construct a playground, public amenity area and site development works at Kilcohan, Waterford as set out in report dated 3rd December, 2007.  

Questions were dealt with in respect of realignment of road, all weather pitches and the proposed use of facility. 

2. Local Area Plans – Knockboy and Ballytruckle/Kilcohan.  The Senior Planner advised that these two local area plans were no longer relevant as the policies and objectives had been incorporated into the new Waterford City Development Plan and he recommended their revocation.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels and unanimously agreed to commence the statutory process for the revocation procedure for the Local Area Plans for Knockboy and Ballytruckle/Kilcohan.

2. Planning Lists

Material Contravention – 07/402 –  Commencement of the process

M.T.S. Auto (Waterford)Limited.

A Vehicle storage yard consisting of (1) Approx. 1.59 Ha hardcore standing area and 0.32 Ha hardstanding loading/unloading area, (2) Metal security fencing and landscape bund along Northern, Western and Southern boundaries for visual and acoustic screening, (3) New site entrance and boundary wall along Eastern boundary, (4) Site lighting and CCTV (5) Attenuated surface water drainage system, (6) Two storey site office, (7) Effluent treatment system,(8) Staff & visitor car parking, and all associated site works at Carriganard,, Waterford.
It was proposed by  Cllr. D. Cullinane, seconded by Cllr. J. Kelly,   and  unanimously agreed to commence the material contravention process under Section  34(6)  of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Acts 2000-2006.

07/433

Applicant Name:  Eddie Mulligan & Gerry Pierse

Development Description: to demolish 2 No. existing bungalow dwelling houses and to construct 2 No. 2 storey general business premises to consist of the closing of 2 No. existing entrances and opening of new shared vehicular entrance, boundary treatments, signage, external lighting and associated site works at Tramore Road,, Waterford
07/414

Applicant Name:  Brian & Lorraine Forristal

Development Description: construction of a new house and associated site works in the rear garden and proposed new entrance from Rathfadden Villas at 42 Upper Yellow Road,, Waterford.
07/415

Applicant Name:  Stephen O'Hara

Development Description:  to subdivide the existing retail unit (protected structure) into two separate retail units. The subdivision of the retail unit will include replacement of an existing front elevation window to 7 O'Connell Street with a new wooden sheeted entrance door and replacement of part of the existing front elevation retail sign with a new retail sign and blocking up two existing link doors between the properties at 6 & 7 O'Connell Street,, Waterford.
07/418

Applicant Name:  McInerney Homes Ltd

Development Description: residential development with access from Williamstown Road, consisting of 68 No. two storey dwellings, together with associated site development works, and for minor alterations to permitted cycle path adjacent to permitted access road at Grantstown,, Waterford

07/421

Applicant Name:  J & M Power Pharmacy Ltd

Development Description: change of use from dwelling house to commercial office accommodation including extension at ground floor and first floor to the rear, alterations and refurbishment to existing structure. Zoned "City Centre Commercial" (Protected Structure) at 4 Green Street,, Waterford.

07/423

Applicant Name:  Noel Frisby Construction Ltd

Development Description:  alterations to previously approved planning permission Waterford City Council; Ref: 05/217 Board Pleanala Ref: PL 31.215125 for the redevelopment of Waterford Shopping Centre, Lisduggan, consisting of relocation of staff area of Anchor Unit 1 from upper ground floor level to an internal first floor mezzanine of 643 sq.m. change of use of previous staff area and storage area of Anchor Unit 1 on upper ground floor level to retail floorspace resulting in an increase in net retail floorspace in Anchor Unit 1 by 1,465 sq.m. alterations to the north west elevation and internal alterations to facilitate the above changes. The development includes all associated site development works at Waterford Shopping Centre,, Lisduggan,, Waterford
07/425

Applicant Name:  Dermot Fitzpatrick

Development Description: a residential development consisting of 106 No. dwelling units located within the attendant grounds of a Protected Structure which is bounded to the south by Gracedieu Road and to the north by Bilberry Quarry. The proposed development is comprised of 12 No. 4 bed 2 storey semi-detached houses, 58 No. 2 & 3 bed 2 storey townhouses, 2 No. 4 bed 2 storey wide frontage houses, 17 No. 3 bed 3 storey townhouses, 7 No. 2 bed apartments in 1 No. 3 storey block, 6 No. 3 bed duplex units with 4 No. 2 bed apartments overhead in 1 No. 3 storey block and including for all associated site development and infrastructural works with outfall sewers onto Bilberry Road and River Suir to the north-west of the lands, carparking, open spaces, landscaping and bin storage areas with a vehicular access point off Gracedieu Road, west of Prosepct Lodge, all on a site area of approximately 3.35 ha., (Protected Structure) at Prospect Lodge, Gracedieu Road,,Waterford
07/442

Applicant Name:  Eddie Mulligan & Gerry Pierse

Development Description: to demolish 2 No. existing bungalow dwelling houses and to construct 2 No. 2 storey general business premises to consist of the closing of 2 No. existing entrances and opening of new shared vehicular entrance at the front and opening new entrance at the rear into Pierse Hire's yard, site parking, boundary treatments, signage, external lighting and associated site works at Tramore Road, Waterford
	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr.  D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche.

	
	FINANCE


It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. T. Murphy and unanimously agreed that overdraft facilities in the sum of €6,000,000 be approved.

	
	WASTE POLICY


Draft Bye-Laws for the storage, presentation and segregation for the purpose of and in the course of the collection of household waste 2008 had been circulated with the Agenda. It was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels and unanimously agreed to commence the statutory process to adopt the Bye-Laws.

	
	WATERMAINS REHABILITATION PROGRAMME


E. Lonergan, SEE Water Services gave a presentation on the planned water mains rehabilitation programme.  He stated that €5 million would be spent on renewing 21 km of the older watermains distribution network due to hydraulic and structural problems resulting from pipe age, pipe material type, pipe corrosion, water losses/leakage, pressure reduction and water quality issues.  

The programme is to commence in January 2008 with a contract duration of approximately 18 months.  Details were given of the areas affected and it was noted that all areas involved would be notified through  leaflet drops and the media.

Questions were dealt with in respect of comparisons with other local authorities, funding, lead pipes, water loss and water conservation.

	
	MID TERM REVIEW OF WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL PLAY POLICY 2005-2009


The Director of Environmental Services outlined progress to date in the implementation of the Play Policy and plans for further progress during the lifetime of the policy.  Opportunities to maximise funding for the delivery of the policy were under constant review and it was intended to  pursue  these through RAPID, capital costs when reviewing development contribution scheme, developers in commercial areas, private donations, integration with MUGAs where appropriate and the provision of appropriate annual maintenance/renewal budgets.

Members acknowledged the role of the City Council staff in providing play and amenity facilities.

Questions in relation to resources, youth involvement, the open space at Avondale, childcare facilities at Logloss and co-operation with Kilkenny Co. Council on facilities at Ferrybank.

Standing Orders were suspended to discuss the urgent need for designation  of  Waterford Institute of Technology as the University of the South East, in accordance with Motion No. 505 dated 1/11/2007 at the request of the Procedures Committee.
It was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed the following motion be forwarded to An Taoiseach, Mr. Bertie Ahern T.D., and the Minister for Education and Science, Ms. Mary Hanafin, T.D. and to all local authorities in the South East.

“The designation of Waterford Institute of Technology as the University of the South East;

The immediate publication of the Dr. J. Port report;

The commencement of the process pursuant to Section 9 of the Universities Act, 1997”

	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conference for November was proposed by Cllr. J. Kelly seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed:

1.  Waterford Chamber of Commerce – “Gateway Status” – 5th October.

      Cllr. D. Cullinane, Cllr. M. Roche.

2.  TJK Conferences Ltd, Planning Conference, Tralee – 12th-13th Oct.

     Cllr. T. Murphy.

3.  Political Studies Association of Ireland (PSAI) – 19th-21st October, Issacs Hotel, Dublin.

     Cllr. T. Murphy.

4. Douglas Hyde Conference, Roscommon – 26-28th October, 2007.

    Cllr. D. Walsh, Cllr. D. Daniels, Cllr. J. Halligan.

5. The Changing Ireland – Are Local Authorities prepared - La Touche Legacy Committee,  Charlesland Golf  &   

    Country Club Hotel, Greystones. – 28th-30th September, 2007.

    Cllr. J. D’Arcy.

7. Kerry Life Education Centre -  Substance Abuse -  4th-5th  October -  Malton Hotel, Killarney

    Cllr. D. Daniels, Cllr. L. O’Neill .

Attendance at the following conference for December was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels and unanimously agreed:

1.Tracking the Tiger, West County Hotel,  Ceifin Centre, Shannon, Co. Clare  - 6 & 7 Nov. 2007

          Cllr. J. D’Arcy, Cllr. D. Cullinane

2. Aoife, Ballinasloe – 8,9,10th November, 2007

          Cllr. J. D’Arcy.

       3.  LAMA, Dolphin Hotel, Carlow – 9th/10th November, 2007

Cllr. L. O’Neill, Cllr. P. Hayes.

4. Kadenza – Communication for Councillors, Letterkenny – 16-18th November, 2007.

Cllr. J. D’Arcy
It was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham and unanimously agreed to support the following motion received from Monaghan Town Council

“That this Council expresses its disappointment with the Government for its intention to implement a new Community Childcare Subvention Scheme without any real consultation with Community Childcare providers.

That we further declare that the present system of providing staffing grants is a more equitable measure rather than the direct subvention proposed under the new scheme which will benefit a small minority of parents which will likely lead to the closure of many community crèches and playschools.

We hereby call on the Minister for Health and Children, Mary Harney, T.D. to support the role of community childcare outlets recognising that they have been responsible for providing a vital service which has allowed many parents to return to the workplace and equally important offering early learning opportunities for pre-school children.  We demand that the proposed scheme be abandoned in favour of a more equitable scheme based on the current model” 

It was agreed the motion be forwarded to the Minister for Health and Children.

	
	MOTIONS


The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane and seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham.  It was agreed to forward the motion to the HSE and All Local Authorities in the South East.

(a)
“That this Council deplores the governments record on hospital acquired infections. The provision of a safe health care environment for patients in our hospitals, nursing homes and health care settings is a basic patient expectation and a fundamental human right. It is a national disgrace that in 2005 586 patients got a hospital acquired blood stream infection in this state.
 

Therefore this council supports the call of MRSA and Families Central Council for the following objectives to be supported and implemented by central government:
 

(1)   A judicial inquiry into the non-implementation of the national guidelines contained in the 1995 ‘Control of Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus, (MRSA) in the Irish Health Care Setting”, the non compliance by hospitals and health care settings with the 2005 Strategy for the Control of Antimicrobial Resistance in Ireland SARI, and the failure to supervise the full implementation of that strategy.
(2)   Given that the state, the Minister for Health, and the HSE failed in their duty of care to provide a safe health care environment for patients to which they are entitled that the Irish Government set up a redress board to compensate MRSA victims and their families
(3)   That the Irish Government set up a National Directorate on a statutory basis for the inspection, prevention and control of MRSA and other hospital-acquired infections.”
Reg. No. 489 (dated 21/11/06)

The meeting then concluded.

Signed: ________________________

Date: _____________________
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