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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL
MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 8th JANUARY, 2007
	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Labhrás O Neill, Mheara 

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithi Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire de Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 
An Comhairleoir Seamus O Dorchaidh





 An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagain






 An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan.

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          


Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation 

Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning, Culture & Human Resources


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services


Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing Community & Enterprise


Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance


Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner






Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer






Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer 






Mr. R. Maddock, Senior Architect






Mr.S. Mcloughlin, Senior Executive Architect 






Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer





Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer




Ms. M. Quigley, Administrative Officer

Ms. O. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer

Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer

Ms. S. Coughlan, Asst. Staff Officer.

Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	APOLOGY:


An apology was received from An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain , An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha  

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to, the family of:-

Mary Kerr, 8 Ballytruckle Green.

David Irvine, MLA Northern Ireland.

Louise Lawlor, 6 Glen Thomas, Grantstown Park.
The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


(a) It was proposed by  Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels  and  unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Special  Council Meeting  held 27th November,  2006 be confirmed and signed.

(b) It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Halloran and  unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held 4th December, 2006 be confirmed and signed.

(c) It was proposed by Cllr. M. O Halloran, seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan  and  unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Statutory Budget Meeting held 18th December, 2006 be confirmed and signed.

(d) It was proposed by Cllr. M. O Halloran, seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels  and  unanimously agreed that the minutes of  Special Council  Meeting held 7th January,  2007 be confirmed and signed

	MATTERS ARISING


Special Council Meeting 27h November 2006

Questions:

Question:  Cllr. S. Ryan

Are the dates for information meetings with the public regarding the draft development available?

Answer:  Dates will be advertised, likely to be 23rd, 24th, 25th of January in 3 locations.
  Monthly Council Meeting 4th December 2006

Question:  Cllr. D. Daniels/Cllr. M. Roche/Cllr. T. Cunningham
1. Has a contractor been appointed to the Williamstown Road scheme.? and will there be information briefings?
2. Will the public path and lighting be continued to nursing home?

Answer: 

1.  We are negotiating with the lowest tenderer and the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local 

Government at present and have no difficulty holding an information briefing.
2. It is not part of the existing contract but the design will ensure best results.

Question:  Cllr. J. Halligan

Can the City Manager confirm in writing that the issuing of permits to all workers in the city is contrary to the PLUTS & Corporate Plan?
Answer:   Yes
Question:  Cllr. M. Roche/ Cllr. M O Halloran

Can we contact the ESB in respect of the number of lights currently out of order in the city?
Answer: 



This will be investigated with the ESB.

Question: Cllr. D. Walsh

Have we a position paper prepared for the Committee meeting with Sean Dorgan, IDA?
Answer: The Whips are meeting in advance to prepare same.

Question: Cllr. S. Ryan.

Can the contractor awarded the Williamstown Road contract complete the old Tramore Rd. scheme as well?
Answer:

Public procurement requirements do not allow this.      

 Monthly Council Meeting 18th December 2006

Question: Cllr. J Halligan.

Why don’t all senior citizens have waivers?

Answer:  All senior citizens are entitled to apply and the scheme is income related.

.
Question: Cllr. M. Roche

When will the Regional Sports Centre be opened? and what is the position on works on paths on the Outer ring road?
Answer: The RSC contract is on target and should be completed towards year end.  Work has just recommenced on the Outer Ring Road following Christmas holidays. 

	PLANNING


(a) Planning & Development Act, 2000  -  Commencement of the process. – Draft Urban Design Framework for Bolton Street.
A presentation was made to the Members and it was unanimously agreed to commence the process.
Questions were dealt with in respect of multi-storey car park, consultation, timetable, public process, decentralisation, staff relocation, mass and scale of development, effects on existing residents, and current contract position.
Planning Lists:

The Planning Lists for January were noted and it was agreed to refer the following planning applications to the next Area Committee Meeting.

06/511


Applicant Name : The Tower Hotel c/o Duffy McCann Design The Old Ice Tower Dunmore East Co. Waterford.
Development Description : Permission for Retention of 2 no. doors and steps & railings from refurbished bar area to external smoking area at front (Retention) at The Mall, Waterford.

06/515


Applicant Name :Noel Frisby Construction Ltd. c/o Fewer Harrington Lawlor & Partners
Studio 14 The Atrium Maritana Gate, Canada St
.

 Development Description :  Permission for the construction of 44 no. houses which include 8 no. 2-storey, 12 no. split level 2-storey and 24 no 3-storey houses and all associated site works at Carrickphierish, Gracedieu, Waterford

06/522


Applicant Name :Mr. Jim Morrissey Eaton Tce. Tramore Co. Waterford.
 Development Description : Permission for demolition of existing dwelling to construct 5 No 2 storey townhouses to include boundary treatments, drainage connections, parking open space and associated site works (This development comprises a listed protected structure (R.P.S. No 719 - Ward Boundary Marking) at Sherlock Walk, Gibbett Hill, Waterford

06/523


Applicant Name :Hotel Management & Investment Ltd c/o Duffy McCann Design The Old Ice Tower Dunmore East Co. Waterford.
 Development Description :  Permission for 2 No doors and steps and railings from refurbished bar area to external smoking area at front of Tower Hotel (Retention) at The Mall, Waterford

06/525


Applicant Name :Mr David Ryan c/o Tritschler Tritschler & Associates TTA Studios 21 William St. Waterford
 Development Description : Permission for the demolition of a dwelling known as Castle House and the construction on the site of a new two storey building with any associated site works and parking, consisting of a pharmacy at ground floor with ancillary office accommodation to pharmacy at first floor at Castle House, Cork Road, Waterford City.

06/526


Applicant Name: KRM Construction Partnership c/o Gary Falconer CJ Falconer & Associates St.Patricks House Newtown Waterford
 Development Description : Permission for mixed use development on site bounded by Stephen Street, Alexander Street, Michael Street, New Street and former WIT New Street campus bounded by Wyse Park, Browns Lane, John's Lane, Castle Street and New Street. The proposed development will consist of: BUILDING DEMOLITION : No. 1-8 New Street, No. 38 Castle Street, Michael Street - No. 12, No. 13, No. 14, No. 15, No. 19, No. 25, PARTIAL DEMOLITION : No. 16, 17, 18 Michael Street, with the street front building facade retained & the vertical extension of No. 16. DEMOLITION: No. 1A Alexander Street, Existing educational structures within the Waterford Institute of Technology site, New Street Car Park, De La Salle Social Club, Keily's Brewery Bottling Plant and Manager's House on New Street, 2 no. Car Service Garages and WIT building bounded by John's Lane, New Street, Browns Lanes and Castle Street. INCORPORATION OF PROTECTED STRUCTURES: The De La Salle Hall (RPS 14), the 17th century house in Keily's Brewery (RPS 432), the area of St. Stephen's Graveyard (RPS 432), The Presbytery House on New Street (RPS 312). BUILDING DEVELOPMENT : on approx. 21,300 sq. m. (2.13 hectares) retail, commercial, residential, tourism, leisure & community amenity elements. Retail - 60 no. retail units (including 3 No. anchor units) over floor area approx. 27,450 sq. m., 153 No. Bedroom Hotel (4 star) with restaurant, bar/café/swimming pool & leisure facilities covering a floor area of 7,440 sq. m., conference centre & meeting rooms - a floor area of 1,140 sq. m. Residential Apartment units - 26 Units - a floor area of 2,370 sq. m. Commercial Office space - 11 No. Units - a floor area of 1,780 sq. m. Exhibition & community amenity area - a floor area of 950 sq. m. Sports Bar & Bowling Centre 1,840 sq. m. Food Court - a floor area of 1,350 sq.m. Roof Garden and Open Space 3,370 sq. m. A separate open urban garden 720 sq. m. Car parking (630 spaces) and service areas. Alterations to the existing road network. On-Street parking arrangements will be revised. Existing traffic flow patterns will be re-organised. Periodic temporary local road closure/traffic diversions during the course of construction. Ancillary site development works. An Environmental Impact Statement accompanies this application and will be available for inspection or purchase at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy. FULL DETAILS OF THIS APPLICATION MAY BE SEEN ON THE PUBLIC FILE at Stephen St./Alexander St./Michael St./New St./Wyse Park/Browns Lane/John's Lane/Castle St./, Waterford.

06/527


Applicant Name: Health Service Executive Malone O’Regan Consulting Engineers St. Catherine’s House Catherine St. Waterford
Development Description : Permission for a car park and all associated site works, lighting and car park equipment including barriers, pay stations, ticket dispensers and electrical and telecommunications ducts and chambers at Waterford Regional Hospital, Ardkeen, Ballinakill, Waterford. The proposed development is within the attendant grounds of protected structure RPS-638 Gate Lodge at Ardkeen, Ballinakill, Waterford.

06/529  
 
Applicant Name: Noel Burke c/o Fewer Harrington Lawlor & Partners

Studio 14 The Atrium Mariana Gate, Canada St.
 Development Description : Permission for a five storey building to form an extension to the existing Fitzwilliam Hotel incorporating the following (1) swimming pool, associated facilities and plant facilities on ground floor (2) Gymnasium and associated facilities on first floor (3) Offices and associated facilities on second, third and fourth floors with plant facilities over. (4) And all associated site works at 13 Mary Street, Waterford.

06/533  

Applicant Name: John Kavanagh c/o CDP Architects Unit 8 13 Tramway Court Old Blessington Rd. Tallaght Dublin24

 Development Description : Permission for works carried out to Farran Cottage at Williamstown, Waterford (protected structure) including removal of whitewash from internal stone wall, widening of door open to sitting room, removal of doors and architraves from bedroom and sitting room, removal of internal ground floor partition, removal of external piers and gates, widening of entrance and rebuilding of piers, building of new boundary wall and renovation of existing earth and stone wall (RETENTION) at Farran Cottage, Williamstown, Waterford.

06/540 


Applicant Name: The Rowe-Halley Partnership c/o Tom McNamara & Partners Block 3 Ballymaley Business Park Gort Rd. Ennis Co. Clare
Development Description: Permission for development at this site: Presentation Convent, Slievekeale Road, Waterford (a protected structure). This development will consist of: 2 storey entrance foyers, extension to existing 2 storey school building, single storey meeting room and strong room, extensions and first floor office extensions, change of use from school to office building - alterations to internal layouts and alterations to elevations, new entrance, car parking for 30 vehicles, new boundary railings with adjoining convent and site works at Presentation Convent (A protected structure), Slievekeale Road, Waterford.

06/543 

Applicant Name: Ms. Pamela Slattery c/o CJ Falconer & Associates St.Patricks House Newtown Waterford

 Development Description: Permission for works previously carried out (RETENTION) and full planning permission for extension and alterations to house (A Protected Structure RPS No. 949). This application is to include for retention permission of the following works: the removal of existing staircase and areas of internal plasterwork and subsequent internal dry-lining of these walls, the demolition of existing 'modern' dormer window to the rear. The proposed development, for which full planning permission is sought, is to consist of the following works: The construction of new timber staircase to replace existing staircase and to comply with the current Irish Building Regulations. The construction of new single storey extension at ground floor level to the rear including the construction of new raised deck area and external staircase. The provision of new 'velux' type roof light to rear to replace existing dormer window. This work will also include upgrading works, minor internal alterations and the dry-lining of existing walls and the associated groundwork’s, drainage and landscaping at 36 South Parade, Waterford.

06/544 

Applicant Name: The Dunmore Partnership c/o Fewer Harrington Lawlor & Partners

Studio 14 The Atrium Maritana Gate, Canada St.

 Development Description: Permission for development at the Brasscock Centre, Dunmore Road, Waterford. The proposed mixed use development including residential (42 no units in total) retail, creche, offices, open space, parking and 2 no playgrounds, comprises four blocks of 2 storeys and one block of 3 storeys over basement as follows: Block A 18 No 2 bed apartments: Block B: 6 no 2 bed apartments: Block E: 12 no 2 bed apartments: Block C: creche facility (370 sq.mts) including a secure external playground with office above (750sq.mt) Block D: Retail building with mezzazine level (350 sq.m) Youth Pod incorporating play rooms, multi purpose rooms, arts/educational room, and internet cafe totalling 590 sq.m and 5 no 1 bed apartment and 1 no 2 bed apartment. A total of 174 basement and surface car-parking spaces will provide and alterations will be made to the existing Car parking together with all associated site works at Brasscock Centre, Dunmore Road, Waterford.

06/545 

Applicant Name: John & Catherine Power Mervyn 45 Summerville Ave. Waterford.
 Development Description: Permission for erection of a front porch extension to existing dwelling house and associated site works at Mervyn, 45 Summerville Avenue, Waterford.

06/554 

Applicant Name: Iarnrod Eireann c/o Architects Department, Track & Signals HQ Inchicore Works Inchore Dublin 8
 Development Description: Permission for upgrade of the existing building and extension of passenger facility. Upgrade of the existing office building facade. The provision of new multi-storey car park and interchange facility with new exit only on road N 9. Demolitions: 1. Bus Eireann ancillary accommodation. 2 Cafe & Toilets. 3 Loco driver’s accommodation. 4 Ticket office. 5 Part of Fast Track Office. 6 Removal of existing platform canopy at West side for dismantling & storage for future use. 7 Adjustment of steel canopy East side to accommodate concourse extension. STATION: 8 Extension to main concourse & full fit-out to include: a. Provision of new passenger concourse. b.Provision of new ticket office. c.Provision of new customer toilets. d. Provision of new fast Track Office. e. Provision of offices for Station Master, Inspector & Chief Clerk. f. Provision of new cleaning & storage rooms. g. Provision of new retail unit. 9. New mezz. floor to include toilet/locker rooms, canteen facilities & office accommodation. 10. Upgrade of existing office facade to incorporate breise-soleils on south, east & west sides. 11. Provision of new plant room on station roof. 12. Bio-cycle drainage system for entire station. Car Park & Traffic Management Works: 1. Bus turning circle, Bus bay & Taxi Rank. 2. Provision of car park interchange facility at ground floor with new traffic circulation system and exit only ramp connection for all cars to the national N9 roadway adjacent to station.3. Multi storey car park (328 spaces on 3 floors) with entrance/exit ramps onto N9 as above. 4. Lift & access stairways to car park floors. The station Platform Canopy is a listed structure at Plunkett Station, Terminus Street,, Waterford.

06/556 

Applicant Name: A & A Murphy c/o Sean Walsh Grange Mooncoin Co. Kilkenny
 Development Description: Permission for the extension of existing premises. The existing premises consists of a single storey building and the extension will consist of the construction of two new floors above ground floor level. The ground floor will continue to be used as a commercial premises with two new upper floors being used as apartments at No. 27A Thomas Street, Waterford. (This File has been made invalid and returned to applicant)

06/561 

Applicant Name: Anthony Boland c/oOliver Dempsey & Associates, Mary St. Waterford
 Development Description :  Permission for the demolition of existing sheds and to construct a 3-storey apartment block comprising of 6 no. apartment units, boundary treatments and associated site works at Rockshire Court, Ferrybank, Waterford.

	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. D Daniels, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Halloran.

	
	finance


It was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed that borrowings of   €7,000,000.00 from the Housing Finance Agency in respect of Shared Ownership Scheme, Affordable Housing, House Purchase Loans, House improvement loans, for Waterford City Council be approved.

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Walsh seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and unanimously agreed to that overdraft facilities in the sum of €4,000,000 be approved.
	
	RENTAL ACCOMMODATION SCHEME


The Director of Housing, Emergency Services, Community & Enterprise made a presentation on the main features of and outcomes achieved to date from the RAS scheme. This is a scheme whereby the City Council enters into contractual arrangements with accommodation providers to secure the medium to long-term availability of private rented accommodation for tenants in receipt of the Rental Supplement for a period in excess of 18 months. Details of the Scheme were presented to the Council including:

· Waterford City Council will pay the full rent to the landlord.

· The property must meet minimum standards for private rental accommodation.

· The Landlord is responsible for the maintenance of the property

· The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 will govern the relationship between the landlord and the tenant

· The Landlord must be tax compliant.

· The landlord must agree to register the tenancy with Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB).

It was further pointed out that where an accommodation provider agrees to enter into an availability type arrangement for a lengthy period such as 10 or 20 years, it is recommended and endorsed by the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government that a “Back to Back Lease Agreement” is signed.  This is an agreement whereby the City Council takes a lease from a landlord and then assigns a leasehold back to him by way of a sub lease. The Director sought the approval of Council to enable the Council enter such “Back to Back Lease Agreements” with Landlords.

It was proposed by Cllr. T Murphy, seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and unanimously agreed that Waterford City Council would enter “Back to Back Lease Agreements” with Landlords as required.

	
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS


It was confirmed that Sean Dorgan, IDA would address a meeting in Committee on 10th January, 2007 at 5.00p.m.
and the Whips would meet at 4.15 to prepare a position paper.

It was also confirmed the JPC Facilitation day was 15th January, 2007 at 9.30 in Athenaeum House, Ferrybank.

In reply to a question by Cllr. D. Walsh, it was confirmed that an update of the boundary extension would be made to the CPG.

The meeting then concluded.

Signed: ________________________

Date: _____________________
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