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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 5th June, 2007

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Labhrás O Neill, Mheara

An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain

 An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha  

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Máire de Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 






 An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagain

An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          


Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation 

Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning, Culture & Human Resources


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services


Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing Community & Enterprise


Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance


Mr.  J. Andrews, Senior Planner






Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer 






Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer






Ms. M. Quigley, A/Senior Executive Officer






Mr. B. O’Kane, Financial Accountant






Ms. S. Coughlan, Asst. Staff Officer






Ms. M. Condon, Asst. Staff Officer
Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from  An Comhairleoir Daithi Mac Domnhaill, An Comhairleoir Seamus O Dorchaidh, An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan and  An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin who were unable to attend.
	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to:

The wife of Paddy Cahill, Cherrymount
The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
	CONGRATULATIONS:


A vote of congratulations was  extended to Cllr. M. Roche and her husband Liam, on the birth of their daughter Carein.

A vote of congratulations was extended to Mr. Martin Cullen, Mr. J. Deasy, Mr. Brendan Kenneally, Mr. Brian O’Shea on their election to the  Dail.

The Mayor informed the Members that the meeting would resolve into Committee  at 6.30p.m. for a  presentation by  Waterford Community Drugs Network
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by  Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by  Cllr. M. O’Halloran and  unanimously agreed that the minutes of the  Monthly  Council Meeting  held 2nd April, 2007 be confirmed and signed.

It was proposed by  Cllr. M. O’Halloran, seconded by  Cllr. M. Roche and  unanimously agreed that the minutes of the  Procedures Committee  Meeting  held 10th April, 2007 be confirmed and signed.

It was proposed by  Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by  Cllr. M. O’Halloran and  unanimously agreed that the minutes of the  Adjourned Council Meeting  held 10th April, 2007 be confirmed and signed

It was proposed by  Cllr. P. Hayes , seconded by  Cllr. J. Walsh and  unanimously agreed that the minutes of the  Council Meeting  held 17th April, 2007 be confirmed and signed.
It was proposed by  Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by  Cllr. M. O’Halloran and  unanimously agreed that the minutes of the  Special Council Meeting  held 24th April, 2007 be confirmed and signed

	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting 2nd April, 2007

Questions:

Question:  Cllr. J. Walsh


When will the Bus operators address Council? 

Answer:  All Bus operators will be invited  to the July meeting. 
Question: Cllr. M. O’Halloran
 When will we have  the  report on City Council owned property ?

Answer:

We will revert to Council as soon as possible in the context of the Capital and Revenue Programmes..

Question: Cllr. J. Walsh
Have we received funding for the Social & Community Facilities Capital Scheme 2007 in respect of the Sacred Heart Community Building.
Answer:  
We have sent the application to the Department but have received no response  to date.
	PLANNING


1. Urban Design Framework Bolton Street.

The Senior Planner presented the Manager’s Report which circulated with the Agenda outlined the issues raised and response in respect of the nine submissions received,  traffic, access, parking, design approach, archaeology and heritage and residential amenity.   
A discussion ensued on submission No. 8,  a detailed alternative design approach  covering a more extensive area.
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed to invite the developer/architect to make a presentation to Council Members in respect of this submission.
2.  Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000   – Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations, 2001, as amended – Completion of the Process .  
Booterstown Roundabout.

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham , seconded by Cllr. M. Roche   and unanimously agreed to complete the planning process as set out in the City Manager’s report dated 31st May, 2007 which circulated with the Agenda.

Knockboy Junction Improvement Scheme.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh   and unanimously agreed to complete the planning process as set out in the City Manager’s report dated 31st May, 2007 which circulated with the Agenda.

3. Section 11 Roads Act, 1993 – Section 180 (Planning & Development) Act, 2000 – 

Taking in Charge of Estate.
The Director of Planning HR & Culture’s report dated 30th May,2007 circulated with the  Agenda refers. 

It was proposed by  Cllr. J. Walsh,  seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes  and unanimously agreed to commence the process  under Section 11 of the Roads Act  and   Section 180 Planning & Development, 2000  in respect of the Taking in charge of the following estates:

Ard Na Shee/Carnglas, Logloss
Sherlock Walk, Gracedieu

The Grange, Grange Lower

Newtown Park, Newtown Road

Ozier Court, Poleberry

Williamstown Glen, Williamstown

Williamstown Park, Williamstown

4. Items for referral

Material Contravention – 07/186 –  Commencement of the process 

Bord Bainístiochta Gaelcholáiste Port Láirge

athrú úsáide sealadach ó thailte traenála go háiseanna oideachasúla agus tógáil cúig seomra ranganna sealadacha lena gcuid leithris, le haghaidh tréimhse cúig bhliain, agus gach uile obair súimh is gá Cumann Rugbaí Cathair Phort Láirge, Cill Bharrach, Phort Láirge.,  
The Senior Planner answered a  question in respect of  roads.
It was proposed by  Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes,   and  unanimously agreed to commence the material contravention process under Section  34(6)  of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act, 2000

07/172

Applicant Name: Shanmount Property Development Ltd
Development Description: the demolition of an existing dwelling and the construction of 10 No. apartments over two storeys, car parking and all associated site works at Avondale, Kilcohan, Waterford.,  

07/179
Applicant Name:   Denise Doherty
Development Description: to erect two dwellings consisting of a dormer style dwelling and a two storey/split level dwelling complete with a single waste water treatment system to serve both dwellings, new roadways with entrances to the dwellings, works to existing access roadway and all associated site works at Ballinaneashagh, Butlerstown, Waterford.
07/190

Applicant Name: Ardkeen Shopping Centre & J. Santry
Development Description: to demolish the existing 2 storey "Freshways Superstores" retail unit and to construct a 2 storey mix use development comprising of 4 No. retail units at ground floor level and 8 No. retail service units at first floor level, realignment of existing parking layout to provide a total of 97 No. parking spaces, roof plant areas and all associated site development works at Cleaboy Shopping Centre, Cleaboy Road, Waterford.,  
07/114

Applicant Name:   Tommy & Jack O'Keeffe,
Development Description: demolition of existing buildings and outbuildings (excluding boundary wall) and for the construction of a retail premises with associated staff and storage and ancillary accommodation and for 2 No. residential Apartments at first floor level and 2 No. Residential Apartments at second floor level (4 No. Apartments in total) at Newgate Street, Corner of Stephen St, Waterford,  
07/121

Applicant Name: John Cosgrave
Development Description: construction of 4 no. two storey dwelling houses, site entrances, driveways and all associated site works at Cluain a Laoi, Cork Road, Waterford.
07/151

Applicant Name:   Noel Frisby
Development Description: a mix-use development that comprises of; 5 blocks of 4 storeys consisting of enclosed carpark, 1 No. office, 3 No. service retail units and 1 No. restaurant at ground floor, 1 No. ESB sub-station & switch room, 36 No. 1 bed apts, 48 No. 2 bed apts, 4 No. 3 bed apts and roof terraces on upper floors, 1 No. 3 storey office block, the re-organisation of some existing surface parking spaces, provision of additional surface parking spaces, together with all associated site works, services, boundary treatments and landscaping at Cove Roundabout, Dunmore Road, Waterford.  
06/415

Applicant Name: Orst Enterprises Ltd.
Development Description: mixed use leisure and retail development on this c.13 hectare site to the east of the R708 Airport Road close to its junction with the Outer Ring Road at Williamstown. The proposal represents Phase One of a larger development and includes for the following: 1 no. DIY unit measuring 5,970 sq.m. gross (including 1 no. outdoor garden centre of 1,170 sq.m.). 4 no. retail warehouse units totalling 6,430 sq.m. gross. 12 no. screen cinema accommodating 1,500 no. seats and measuring 8,100 sq.m., including ancillary bar and restaurant. 483 no. car parking spaces - 333 no. of which are located at surface level (330 no. of which will serve the retail warehouse units and 3 no. will serve the cinema) and 150no. of which are located at basement level and will serve the cinema exclusively. 96 no. bicycle parking spaces located at surface level adjacent to teh frontage of the retail buidlings. 1 no. free standing totem structure at the proposed site entrance with an overall height of 12 metres above the level of the car park and incorporating signage measuring 16 sq.m. A screen wall along the south-eastern boundary of the site with a height ranging from 7 metres to 5 metres, and incorporating signage measuring 10 sq.m. 3 no. ESB sub-stations. Relocation of ovrhead power lines below ground. 2 no. access points off the R708 Airport Road-one service access only to the north-west of the site and one customer access point via an existing access road to teh site that is to be upgraded and realigned to accommodate the proposal. A stand alone kiosk/coffee dock located to the front of the cinema, and including associated outdoor seating. Site infrastructure, including the road network to serve subsequent phases. All associated site development and landscape works. An Environmental Impact Statement and Retail Impact Statement will be submitted to the Planning Authority with the application. The Environment Impact Statement and Retail Impact Statement will be available for inspection or purchase at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy during office hours at offices of Planning Authority, at Airport Road/Outer Ring Road, Williamstown, Waterford
06/526

Applicant Name: KRM Construction Partnership
Development Description: for mixed use development on site bounded by Stephen Street, Alexander Street, Michael Street, New Street and former WIT New Street campus bounded by Wyse Park, Browns Lane, John's Lane, Castle Street and New Street. The proposed development will consist of: BUILDING DEMOLITION : No. 1-8 New Street, No. 38 Castle Street, Michael Street - No. 12, No. 13, No. 14, No. 15, No. 19, No. 25, PARTIAL DEMOLITION : No. 16, 17, 18 Michael Street, with the street front building facade retained & the vertical extension of No. 16. DEMOLITION : No. 1A Alexander Street, Existing educational structures within the Waterford Institute of Technology site, New Street Car Park, De La Salle Social Club, Keily's Brewery Bottling Plant and Manager's House on New Street, 2 No. Car Service Garages and WIT building bounded by John's Lane, New Street, Browns Lanes and Castle Street. INCORPORATION OF PROTECTED STRUCTURES : The De La Salle Hall (RPS 14), The 17th century house in Keily's Brewery (RPS 432), The area of St. Stephen's Graveyard (RPS 432), THe Presbytery House on New Street (RPS 312). BUILDING DEVELOPMENT : on approx. 21,300 sq. m. (2.13 hectares) retail, commercial, residentail, tourism, leisure & community amenity elements. Retail - 60 no. retail units (including 3 No. anchor units) over floor area approx. 27,450 sq. m., 153 No. Bedroom Hote (4 star) with restaurant, bar/caffe/swimming pool & leisure facilities covering a floor area of 7,440 sq. m., conference centre & meeting rooms - a floor area of 1,140 sq. m. Residential Apartment units - 26 Units - a floor area of 2,370 sq. m. Commercial Office space - 11 No. Units - a floor area of 1,780 sq. m. Exhibition & community amenity area - a floor area of 950 sq. m. Sports Bar & Bowling Centre 1,840 sq. m. Food Court - a floor area of 1,350 sq.m. Roof Garden and Open Space 3,370 sq. m. A separate open urban garden 720 sq. m. Car parking (630 spaces) and service areas. Alterations to the existing road network. On-Street parking arrangements will be revised. Existing traffic flow patterns will be re-organised. Periodic temporary local road closure/traffic diversions during the course of construction. Ancillary site development works. An Environmental Impace Statement accommpanies this application and will be available for inspection or purchase at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy. FULL DETAILS OF THIS APPLICATION MAY BE SEEN ON THE PUBLIC FILE.  Stephen St./Alexander St./Michael St./New St./Wyse Park/Browns Lane/John's Lane/Castle St./, Waterford
06/544
Applicant Name: The Dunmore Partnership
Development Description: for development at the Brasscock Centre, Dunmore Road, Waterford. The proposed mixed use development including residential (42 no units in total) retail, creche, offices, open space, parking and 2 no playgrounds, comprises four blocks of 2 storeys and one block of 3 storeys over basement as follows: Block A 18 No 2 bed apartments: Block B: 6 no 2 bed apartments: Block E: 12 no 2 bed apartments: Block C: creche facility (370 sq.mts) including a secure external playground with office above (750sq.mt) Block D: Retail building with mezzazine level (350 sq.m) Youth Pod incorporating play rooms, multi purpose rooms, arts/educational room, and internet cafe totalling 590 sq.m and 5 no 1 bed apartment and 1 no 2 bed apartment. A total of 174 basement and surface car-parking spaces will provide and alterations will be made to the existing Car parking together with all associated site works  at Brasscock Centre, Dunmore Road, Waterford
07/111
Applicant Name: Mr. & Mrs. O. Colbert
Development Description to construct 2 No. dwelling houses, to extend existing dwelling house and to sub divide the extended house to form two seperate self contained units, also sought to access the development by way of Mount Pleasant and to close existing access way from Williamstown Road as affected by acquisition of land (outline)  at Cnoc-an-Oir, Farranshoneen, Waterford.
07/158

Applicant Name: P. Sinnott
Development Description the sub-division of 8 No. apartments into a total of 16 No. bedsits and all associated site development works (a protected structure)(retention) at 26 William Street, Waterford.
07/180
Applicant Name: Mc Inerney Homes Ltd.
Development Description a residential development at Grantstown with access from Williamstown Road, consisting of 39 No. two and three storey dwellings, together with asssociated site development works at Grantstown, Waterford
07/181
Applicant Name: Mc Inerney Homes Ltd.
Development Description a residential development at Grantstown, with access from Williamstown Road, consisting of 71 No. two and three storey dwellings, together with associated site development works, and for minor alterations to permitted cycle path adjacent to permitted access road at Grantstown, Waterford.
	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. H. Quinlan  seconded by Cllr. M. O’Halloran.
	
	FINANCE


1. Annual Financial Statement – 2006.

2. Section 104 

3. Local Government Audit – Statutory Audit Report 2005.

The three reports were noted and unanimously adopted.

Questions were dealt with on a number of topics including capital projects, collections and  planning.

	
	Draft language scheme


Mr. P. Power presented the Draft Language Scheme which circulated with the Agenda.  
It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes,  seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and unanimously agreed to adopt the draft Scheme and  forward it to the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.

	
	question


Reply issued  

	
	correspondence


Attendance at the following conferences was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan unanimously agreed.

IRDA Last call for Rural Planning, Brehon Hotel, Killarney, Co. Kerry – 18th-20th April, 2007

Cllr. T. Murphy.

SERA  8th Annual Regional Assembly Conference – 20th April, 2007, Killashee House Hotel, Naas, Co. Kildare

Cllr. S. Ryan, Cllr. P. Hayes, Cllr. H. Quinlan, Cllr. T. Cunningham, Cllr. M. O’Halloran.

Effective Communications for Councillors. 8th 10th June, 2007. Bellingham Castle Hotel, Castlebellingham, Co. Louth 

Cllr. H. Quinlan.
The Director of Planning HR & Culture answered a question in respect of the Motion received from North Tipperary County Council in respect of unfinished estates.
It was unanimously agreed that the letter from Jane Bailey be circulated to all Local Authorities in the South East.

	
	motions


In accordance with Standing Order No. 26 the motion standing in the name of Cllr.  J. D’Arcy  is dropped.

(a)
“That Waterford City Council conduct an inventory of the CO2 emissions from all council buildings, council housing and council vehicles.

In order to neutralise the effect of global warming on the earth’s population, the level of greenhouse gas emissions will need to be reduced by 70% by 2100.  The Kyoto Agreement was drawn up with the aim of reducing global emissions of greenhouse gases by the year 2012 based on 1990 levels.  Ireland undertook to limit the increase of these emissions by 2008-2012 to only 13% based on the level of emissions in 1990.  Currently, we are at 25% above our 1990 levels and if agreed commitments are not met, Ireland will face a bill of up to €400m.

All Irish citizens can play their part in avoiding this unacceptable prospect by thinking globally and acting locally.  Local authorities have a particularly important role to play and it important that we identify where we are doing well and areas where there is scope for much improvement.  An inventory of the CO2 emissions from council buildings, housing and vehicles will provide us with vital information going forward.”

(Reg. no. 484 dated 26/6/06).

In accordance with Standing Order No. 26  the  motion  standing in the name of Cllr. D. Cullinane is dropped.

(a)
“That Waterford City Council recognises the importance and value of the Disabled    Person’s grant in meeting the most basic humans needs of people with disabilities. However this Council also recognises that the DDG is not effective in its current state in achieving this objective and as a result many people with disabilities are trapped in unsuitable, inaccessible and potentially dangerous homes. 
This Council recognises the following problems with the scheme:
· Local Authorities have to find 33% of this grant from their own budgets, and as a result many are having difficulties in funding even the most straightforward cases. 
· Local Authorities can only contribute 90% of the cost of the adaptations to a maximum of €20,320. In many cases they contribute a lot less than 90%. The maximum amount does not take into account the real cost of building work, which has spiralled in recent years and the fact that many people with disabilities are already dependent on social welfare. 
Therefore this Council calls on the Government 
· To cover 100% of the full costs of the necessary adaptations by amending the grant scheme. 
· Increase the overall allocation to DPG by €35M to €105M.”
Reg. No. 487 (dated 7/10/06)

The following motion standing in  his name was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and unanimously agreed to  refer to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government and to MakeRoom Campaign, it was also agreed Waterford City Council Homelessness Officer make a presentation to Members on work completed by Waterford City Council and the Voluntary sector to combat homelessness.
(a)  “That Waterford City Council notes the call of the MakeRoom Campaign that homelessness in Ireland should be ended by 2010 -Recognises that this campaign is supported by Focus Ireland, the Simon Communities of Ireland, the Society of St Vincent de Paul and Threshold - Acknowledges the commitment of these organisations to the care of homeless people in Ireland, -Supports the call of the MakeRoom campaign for action in the following areas:- 
1.  Service provision based on the multiple needs of homeless people 
2.  The provision of more and better housing 
3.  The provision of support for those who wish to leave homelessness
4.  A guarantee of the availability of affordable rented accommodation 
5.  The enforcement of proper standards in private rented accommodation 
6.  A strategy to tackle poverty and thereby prevent homelessness

And calls on the government to respond quickly to each of these six demands so that the government’s own target of ending homelessness by 2010 can be achieved”.

Reg. No. 488 (dated 15/11/06)

In accordance with Standing Order No. 26 the motion standing in the name of Cllr. Joe Kelly is dropped.

"That Waterford City Council supports the introduction of a constitutional amendment to enshrine in the 1937 
Constitution the right of workers to form, join and be represented by trade unions, to negotiate contracts of 
employment, and to engage in industrial action and trade union activities."
 Reg. No. 490 (dated 27/11/06)

The following motion standing in the her name was proposed by Cllr. M. O’Halloran seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham, and unanimously agreed to forward to the Department of Health & Children and to the Health Service Executive.
“That Waterford City Council should call on the HSE to provide comprehensive assistance/a help policy for the 
elderly/middle aged group to enable them to stay in their homes for as long as possible.

Large corporate nursing units are not what many elderly people want.  They would wish to stay in their own home among friends and neighbours for as long as they are able.
Reg. No. 491 (dated 4/12/06)

The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. J. Kelly seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed to refer the motion to the Department Education and  Waterford Institute of Technology and Local Authorities in the South East Region.
“That Waterford City Council commends the major advances made in recent years at Waterford Institute of 

Technology and fully supports its submission on upgrading to University Status. We fully accept the key 

arguments for University Status as outlined in a Goodbody Economic Consultants Report commissioned by 

Waterford Chamber of Commerce. It is imperative from a social, economic and cultural perspective that Waterford 

and the Southeast are competing on a level playing field and this requires a University for the region. Waterford is 

the only Gateway City in the National Spatial Strategy that does not have a University. This council believes that 

all the building blocks to a university are in place, what is needed is political will to deliver. This Council rejects 

any unnecessary barriers being put in the way of delivering a University for the Southeast.”
Reg. No. 492 (dated 15/1/07)

	
	WATERFORD COMMUNITY DRUGS NETWORK


The meeting then resolved into Committee for a presentation by  Maureen Walsh and Breda Fell.

The presentation outlined the establishment of the Waterford Community Drugs Network in 2003 which was to bring people together from communities served by the CBDI’s  and  includes support work, education and awareness involving the community.  They also outlined the  work and aims  of the Community Policing  Forum. The presentation also indicated an increase in the availability, use and supply of wide range of illegal substances,  and the number of people dealing in drugs in communities and areas to be addressed to combat the problem.
The Members were unanimous in their support for  the group and acknowledged the work they are doing and it was agreed  to arrange a presentation to the JPC.
The Mayor on behalf of City Council thanked Ms. Walsh  and Ms. Fell for their presentation.
	
	any other business


Kilbarry Traveller Accommodation

Mr. L. Power, informed the meeting that a workshop would be held on Friday 8th June at 5.p.m. in respect of the proposed redevelopment at Kilbarry.

Marks & Spenser

In reply to a question by Cllr. H. Quinlan, the City Manager  confirmed as set out in the Development Plan 2002 and the current Draft City Development Plan, the City Centre would   remain the   primary retail centre in Waterford and welcomed Marks & Spenser, he also stated  the City Council have facilitated developments in the  city through the creation of  opportunity  sites in and around the city and will continue to do so.

The City Manager confirmed he had written to Marks & Spencer  to arrange a meeting with him to clarify any issued that may be outstanding.
The meeting then concluded.

Signed: ________________________

Date: _____________________
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