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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 1st October, 2007

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin, Mheara
An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha
An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithi Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire de Roiste

An Comhairleoir  Seamus O Dorchaidh






An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagain 

An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan


An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu

An Comhairleoir Labhrás O Neill

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          


Mr. P. Power, City Manager

Mr. F. Galvin, A/Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation 

Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning, Culture & Human Resources

Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing, Community and Enterprise  


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services


Mr. J. Murphy Head of Finance


Mr B. Duggan Senior Executive Officer


Ms. H. Dunphy, A/Senior Executive Officer


Mr. J Sullivan Senior Executive Officer







Mr. F. Roche Senior Engineer 






Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer 


Ms. M Breen, Administrative Officer


Ms. M. Quigley, Administrative Officer






Ms. M. Condon, Asst. Staff Officer

Ms. K. Kennedy,  A/Senior Staff Officer

	APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from, An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain, An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 

who were unable to attend.

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to:

The Fitzgerald Family, 88 Avondale Close.
The Ursuline Sisters on the death of  Sr. Charles

The Daly family on the death of Colum Daly, Daisy Terrace
The Orpen Family on the  death of  Eamon Orpen, Hillside Grove.
The Ryan Family on the death of Kathleen Ryan, Keane’s Road.

A vote of sympathy was also extended to the families of Brian Murray and Mark O’Shaughnessy, both firemen who died in the Bray fire tragedy.
The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
	CONGRATULATIONS


A vote of congratulations was extended to St. Herblain Town Twinning Committee on the 25th anniversary of the Town Twinning with Waterford. 
	SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS


The Mayor informed the Members that she received a request to suspend standing orders from Cllrs. Ryan, Quinlan and Halligan to discuss delivery of public radiotherapy in Waterford and it was agreed to suspend standing orders at 6.40p.m.
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held 3rd September 2007 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting 3rd September, 2007

Questions:

Questions:  Cllr. J. Halligan
1. Is the City Council legally obliged to provide accommodation for Travellers?



2. Can the Council provide houses only?

3. Did this Council adopt a Traveller Accommodation Plan?

4. Can we remove the site at Kilbarry?

5. Can the Council stop the group housing and site improvement?

6. How much will this cost the Council?

7. Is there any alternative to refurbishing Kilbarry?

Answers:
1. Yes, under the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998.

2. No, the types of accommodation must be set out in the Traveller Accommodation Programme following consultation with the Travelling community.

3. Yes, the current plan was unanimously adopted by this council in May 2005.

4. No, this Council cannot legally remove this site without providing adequate alternative accommodation.

5. No, legally the Council must implement the Traveller Accommodation Plan which includes the provision of group housing and the improvement of Kilbarry.

6. There is no cost to the City Council: it is all Capital finance from central funds.

7. No the Council is legally required to do so.

Question: - Cllr. L. O Neill
Will the bus stop  on the Old  Tramore Road have lighting?

Answer: Yes
Question: Cllr. T. Murphy

1. Were any summons served on the caravans parked on the Ballybeg Link Road?

2. When will the group housing in Williamstown be allocated.

Answer:
1. Legal proceedings will be taken.

2. Tenants are being identified and allocations will issue accordingly.
Question: Cllr. S. Ryan
1. What measures are City Council taking to house families removed from the Kilbarry site?
Answer:
1. Housing need is being assessed and this will determine appropriate action.
	PLANNING


1.Design standards new apartment buildings-  Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government Guidelines. 
The Director of Planning HR & Culture  presented the guidelines which outlined recommendations for internal design standards,  storage areas and communal facilities, communal and private open space.

A discussion ensured and questions were dealt with concerning parking, lighting, Section 23, Part M and  noise.
It was agreed to refer the guidelines to the Planning SPC for further consideration.
3.    Items for referral

07/339
Applicant Name:  John Staunton,
Development Description: the change of use from public house/restaurant to bank on ground floor, restaurant on first floor and office/storage space ancillary to restaurant on second and third floors of 45 Michael Street/Lady Lane and 46 Michael Street/Lady Lane. Internal alterations proposed for ground and first floors to accommodate bank and restaurant. Also alterations to the shop fronts on Michael Street and Lady Lane. The building is a protected structure at 45 & 46 Michael Street, & Lady Lane, Waterford.
07/355

Applicant Name: William Neville & Sons Construction Ltd
Development Description: a mixed use scheme varying from one storey to 5 storeys comprising at: Level 0: Public house with outside seating areas, stores, kitchen, staff facilities, ancillary accommodation and yard, 10no. shops, landscaped public plaza, 159 car park spaces, a food anchor store (net retail area: 1606m2) with bulk store rooms, plant room area and service yard, a pharmacy, leisure centre, cores for access to upper floor apartments, offices & restaurant, an ESB substation and switch room, 20 no. individual building mounted signs. Level 1: Car park for 240 cars, 11 apartments in 3 blocks, restaurants, offices & staff accomodation for convenience store, medical centre, leisure centre, office accomodation, plant rooms, ancillary accomodation and landscaped amenity deck. Level 2: 46 apartments in 9 blocks, landscaped amenity deck with pedestrian access ramps & steps. Level 3: 47 Apartments in 9 blocks, including the lower floors of 5 duplex apartments. Level 4: 25 apartments in 8 blocks, with the upper floors of 5 duplex apartments. Two number additional public roads will be provided to the west and to the north of the site. The development will include vehicular access to the car park from the north and vehicular access to the services yard from the west. The scheme will also include hard & soft landscaping, lighting, lifts, cycle parking, bin stores, plant rooms, ramps & external access stairs at Carrickphierish Road,, Bawndaw,, Gracedieu,, Waterford
07/347

Applicant Name: MBCC Foods (Ireland) Limited
Development Description: a new vehicular drive-thru facility and associated site and landscape works at K.F.C. Restaurant,, Farronshoneen,, Outer Ring Road,, Waterford
07/344

Applicant Name:   Wm. Neville & Sons Construction Ltd,
Development Description:  a mixed use scheme varying from one storey to 5 storeys comprising at: LEVEL 0: Public House with outside seating areas, stores, kitchen, staff facilities, ancillary accommodation and yard, 10 No. shops, landscaped public plaza, 159 car park spaces, a food anchor store (net retail area: 1606m2) with bulk store rooms, plant room area and service yard, a pharmacy, leisure centre, cores for access to upper floor apartments, offices & restaurant, an ESB substation and switch room, 20 No. individual building mounted signs. LEVEL1:Car park for 240 cars, 11 apartments in 3 blocks, restaurants, offices & staff accommodation for convenience store, medical centre, leisure centre, office accommodation, plant rooms, ancillary accommodation and landscaped amenity deck. LEVEL 2: 46 Apartments in 8 blocks, landscaped amenity deck with pedestrian access ramps & steps. LEVEL 3: 42 Apartments in 7 blocks, and lower floors of 5 duplex apartments in 1 block. LEVEL 4: 25 Apartments in 7 blocks, and upper floors of 5 duplex apartments in 1 block. Two No. additional public roads will be provided to the west and to the north of the site. The development will include vehicular access to the car park from the north and vehicular access to the service yard from the west. The scheme will also include hard & soft landscaping, lighting, lifts, cycle parking, bin stores, plant rooms, ramps & external access stairs at Carrickphierish Road, Bawndaw, Gracedieu, Waterford
	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. D. Daniels seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes.
	
	FINANCE


1. Appointment of Audit Committee

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed that the Party Whips  would discuss and revert to Council.

2. Loan approval.
 It was proposed by Cllr. Cllr. P. Hayes,  seconded by Cllr. M. Roche, and unanimously agreed that borrowings of  €2.7M from the Housing Finance Agency, in respect of  land acquisition for Respond Housing Association, (3.07 acres of land), for a voluntary housing project under S6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous provisions) Act 1992 be approved.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. J. Kelly and unanimously agreed, that borrowings up to €7M from the HFA for the purpose of shared ownership and affordable housing schemes at Kilcaragh, Ballygunner to replace the bridging finance previously drawn down, be approved.
It was agreed to invite Voluntary Agencies to make a presentation to  the   Housing SPC .
	
	PAY & DISPLAY PARKING


Adoption of Bye Laws for:

1. Parking Places

2. Car Parking

The A/Director of Corporate Affairs and Transportation’s report, circulated at the meeting refers. 

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham and agreed to adopt the Waterford City Car Park Bye-Laws 2007 and Parking Places Bye-Laws 2007 in order to facilitate pay and display parking in the City Centre.
Questions were dealt with concerning disabled parking bays, residential permits and Miller’s Marsh car park.

	
	JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE


   


The report circulated with the agenda was noted.
	
	HOUSING – SCHEME OF ALLOCATION PRIORITIES FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 


The Director of Housing, Community & Enterprise outlined the main changes in scheme viz:  clarification of the qualifying criteria between 1999 scheme  and AHI and Part V Affordable  Housing , deduction of points for refusal,  applicants now categorised into four categories, previously three.
It was proposed by  Cllr. P. Hayes   seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh and unanimously agreed to adopt the scheme of allocation priorities for Local Authority Affordable Housing and Part V Affordable Housing.

	
	TALL SHIPS


The City Manager’s report was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham  seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels and agreed.
	
	DRAFT HERITAGE PLAN


It was unanimously agreed to put the  draft heritage plan on public display  and revert to Council.
	
	CONTRIBUTION TO THE ARTS


It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed to increase the grant allocation from €500,000 to €517,000 to facilitate works at  Garter Lane.
	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conference was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels seconded by Cllr. T.Cunningham and unanimously agreed:
1. Local Government Planning Service – Kadenza – Baltimore Harbour Hotel, Baltimore – 5th-7th July, 2007.

Cllr. D. Daniels, Cllr. D. Walsh, Cllr. T. Murphy, Cllr. J. D’Arcy.

2. Synge Summer School – Rathdrum – 1st-7th July, 2007.

Cllr. S. Ryan.

3. Parnell Summer School, Avondale Wicklow – 12th -17th August, 2007.

Cllr. S. Ryan, Cllr. H. Quinlan, Cllr. L. O’Neill, Cllr. P. Hayes, Cllr. T. Cunningham.

4. Local Government & The Arts, Kadenza, Birr, Offaly 21st-26th August, 2007.

Cllr. J. D’Arcy, Cllr. L. O’Neill, Cllr. H. Quinlan, Cllr. P. Hayes, Cllr. T. Cunningham.

5. Rural Tourism, Kilkee, Co. Clare – 6th-7th September, 2007.

Cllr. J. Halligan, Cllr. D. Walsh, Cllr. D. Daniels, Cllr. L. O’Neill, Cllr. H. Quinlan, Cllr. J. D’Arcy, Cllr. P. Hayes.

6. AMAI Energy, Planning, Road Safety – 13th-15th  September, 2007, Brandon House Hotel, New Ross.

Cllr. L. O’Neill, Cllr. S. Ryan.

7. Kerry Life Education Centre -  Substance Abuse -  4th-5th  October -  Malton Hotel, Killarney

Cllr. D. Cullinane, Cllr. H. Quinlan.

8. Social Housing,  25th-27th September, 2007 - Whites Hotel Wexford.

Cllr. D. Cullinane.

9. Active Citizenship 2nd -3rd October, 2007 – Radisson St. Helen’s Hotel, Stillorgan.

Cllr. H. Quinlan.

10. Rural Development 25th-26th September, 2007 – Tullamore Court Hotel.

Cllr. J. Halligan, Cllr. D. Walsh.

	
	SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS


Standing Orders were suspended to discuss  the  issue of public radiotherapy in Waterford. 

The members expressed concern at the delay in rolling out breast screening and  the provision of public radiotherapy in Waterford and the delay in treatment experienced by cancer sufferers in Waterford, and was  unanimously agreed that the following motion be sent to the Minister for Health & Children.
“That Waterford City Council condemns any delay in the delivery of public radiotherapy at Waterford Regional Hospital and calls on the Minister for Health and Children and the Government to deliver public radiotherapy at Waterford Regional Hospital no later than 2011 as promised”

It was further agreed to convene a cross party meeting with a view to sending a delegation to the Minister

	
	AOB


In reply to a question by Cllr. D. Walsh, the City Manager agreed to investigate complaints concerning  the remedial works scheme at Ferrybank.
The meeting then concluded.

Signed: ________________________

Date: _____________________
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