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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

 STATUTORY BUDGET MEETING 18th December, 2006

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill, Mhéara 

An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain,

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir  Thomás O Cuinneagain

An Comhairleoir  Seamus O Dorchaidh

An  Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:       

	







Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director of Services, Corporate Affairs and 
Transportation
Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Services, Planning, Culture and HR.
Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Services, Environmental Services
Mr. L. Power, Director of Services, Housing and Community and 
Enterprise
Mr. B. O’Kane, Financial Management Accountant





Ms. M. Quigley, Administrative Officer






Ms. M. Moran, Administrative Officer






Ms. L. O’Mahony, Administrative Officer






Ms. J. Cantwell, City Librarian






Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. E. Ruane Senior Executive Officer

Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. R. Maddock, Senior Architect

Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer

Ms. S. Coughlan, Asst. Staff Officer






Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	BUDGET 2007


The City Manager presented his report on the Budget 2007 which had been circulated with the agenda.  In introducing the report, the City Manager highlighted 2006 as being  a very significant year, in that we have seen the commencement of the City By-pass, the final phase of the main drainage scheme, the three year investment programme in infrastructure and community support facilities together with the bringing of the Government Quarter closer to reality, the identification of the location of the new headquarters for Waterford City Council and the publication of the Draft City Development Plan 2008 – 2014.  
This gave the city a significant platform for growth and also sets out a clear and ambitious vision of the kind of inclusive and accessible city that we are determined to become.

In framing the 2007 budget, the City Manager sought to strike the right balance between providing for spending on improved public services, meeting social and infrastructural priorities, while preserving the sustainability of our finances.  The budget which was set out deals with short term demands that exist but with the long term interests of the city and its people in mind.  The City Council will be delivering on a substantial Social Housing Programme representing an investment of €160m in the city. The investment by the Council in road construction and improvement programme will see significant progress in 2007, representing an investment of €25m. In 2007 work will progress on the development of a fire station and civil defence head quarters and a river rescue service is to be introduced.

Improvements which have been achieved in the appearance of the city will continue in 2007 with further investment in street cleaning, parks and open spaces.  The completion of the People’s Park, the completion of Killure sporting facilities at a cost of over €3m, and the completion of our Regional Sports Centre in 2007, will ensure that the City can be promoted as a regional facility for sports and recreational activity.

While every effort is made to minimise costs, the estimated expenditure on waste collection and disposal in 2007 is €4.7m.

It is proposed in 2007 to further entice active volunteer participation with the introduction of a new city wide community challenge.  A specific fund of €50,000 has been provided in the budget and details of the new opportunity to actively participate and enhance the city will be announced early in 2007.

In recognition of the commitment to promoting and developing a sustainable, vibrant and attractive city the budget for 2007 provides for expenditure of €56.5m. This represents an increase of €5.1m or 9.9% over the budget adopted for 2006.  
It is included that the refuse standing charge will be €140p.a. the green bin will be €2.50, brown bin €2.50 and black bin €7.50 per wheel bin lift,  The Council’s  fair and generous waiver scheme will continue to operate.

The Manager stated the Local Government Fund notified to the City Council for 2007 is €8,537,496 which represents a 6.31% increase over the provision for 2006.

Cllr. J. Kelly stated that he would not support a budget containing service changes.  He expressed his concern at the failure of central Government to support Local Government, the lack of subvention from National Government left the Council no option but to sell land.

Cllr. D. Cullinane was concerned that service charges increase above inflation. He acknowledged the provision for remedial works schemes, Anti-Social Behaviour Unit, parking and vision for quays and Ballybricken. 

Cllr. J. Walsh described the budget as a positive, he welcomed provision in, sports, recreation facilities, He welcomed the protection of the waiver scheme.

Cllr. H Quinlan acknowledged the increase in recycling to 51% and complimented the citizens of Waterford. He also acknowledged the generous waiver scheme.  

Cllr. S. Ryan welcomed the allocation for roads, homelessness, and the halting site and stated he would support the budget.  He also stated the need for increased funding from central government which is a national issue and must be addressed nationally.

Cllr. T. Murphy acknowledged the provision for the remedial works schemes and central heating schemes.

Cllr. M. Roche welcomed the provision for the to community challenge, festival development, river rescue service, and the sports facilities at Killure and looked forward to the opening of the Regional Sports Centre in 2007.   She thanked the people of Waterford for their efforts in contribution to recycling and looked forward to delivering on this ambitious and optimistic budget. 

Cllr. M. O Halloran described the budget as fair and balanced and welcomed the generous waiver scheme and the allocation to the roads and river rescue service.

Cllr. J. D’Arcy described the budget as a fair, balanced and prudent spending.

Cllr. D. Daniels paid tribute to the many positive developments in the city as we develop as a Gateway, in particular, the Outer Ring Road, Waterford City Bypass,  N9 and Williamstown Road  which is due to commence shortly.  He welcomed the sports facilities, co-ordinated Youth Services, the relocation of the Fire Brigade service to new premises and also new premises for the Library Headquarters.  He complimented the public on their contribution to recycling and looked forward to working with Councillors and the Manager in delivering on the budget.

Cllr. D. Walsh welcomed the contribution to the Theatre Royal, Tall Ships 2011, remedial works, central heating and the provision of services in the North West Suburbs.  He stated the Local Government Fund was insufficient and he could not support increased cost in collection charges.

In proposing the adoption of the draft budget Cllr. D. Daniels outlined the budget as presented as encouraging for Waterford to develop as a Gateway.

“THAT it is hereby resolved that the Budget for the financial year ending 31st December 2007 prepared and

circulated by the City Manager is hereby adopted.

“AND THAT in accordance with the Budget thus adopted €63.29 be and is hereby determined as the 

Annual Rate on Valuation to be levied for the several purposes specified in the Budget for the Financial 

Year ending 31st December, 2007.

“AND THAT in accordance with the budget thus adopted a refuse collection charge of €140.00 fixed charge, €7.50 for grey bin, €2.50 for green bin and €2.50 for brown bin per wheel bin lift be and is hereby determined to apply from 6th February, 2007”.

The proposal was formally seconded by Cllr. M. Roche.

The proposal was then put before the meeting and a recorded vote was called for and resulted as follows:



FOR (11)




AGAINST (4)

An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain                                  
An Comhairleoir Daithi Breathnach                                          

An Comhairleoir Padraig ÓhAodha

                      
An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

AnComhaireoirDaithí MacDomnhaill 


An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagán
An Comhairleoir Máire de Róiste



An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh
An Comhairleoir Thomás Ó Cuinneagain 

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain

An Comhairleoir Tomás Ó Murchú


An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

An Comhairleoir Labhrás Ó Néill, Meara

The motion was declared carried

Cllr. L. O’Neill, Mayor, thanked the Manager and staff and looked forward to delivering on the ambitious budget.

The City Manager thanked the Mayor and elected members for their support and also thanked Head of Finance, the Directors of Services and City Council staff for their work and support in the preparation of the budget and the continued development of Waterford.

Confirmation of Minutes:

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Halloran and unanimously agreed that the minutes of Council Meeting in Committee held on 29th November, 2006 be confirmed and signed.

The meeting then concluded.

Signed:________________________

Date:_____________________
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