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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 6TH NOVEMBER,  2006

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Daithi Mac Comnhaill, Leas Mheara
An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain, 

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha  

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Máire de Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach  

An Comhairleoir Seamus O Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          


Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental  Services


Mr. L. Power, Director of Housing Community & Enterprise


Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner






Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer






Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer






Mr. S. McLoughlin, Executive Architect





Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer.






Ms. J. Cantwell, Librarian

Ms. M. Quigley, Adminstrative Officer

Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer





Ms. M. Phelan, A/Senior Staff Officer.
	APOLOGY


An apology was received from An Comhairleoir Labhrás O Neill, Meara, An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagain and An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan.

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was  unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to,

The Family of Mr.  Joe Walsh, Ferrybank; 

The Family of Declan Phelan, Avondale; 

The Family of Ms. Anna Grace, The Mall.
The Family of Ms. Meg Walsh, Ballinakill
The Family of Mr. Michael Hearne

The Family of Mr. Maurice Keller

The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by  Cllr. H. Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Halloran  and  unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held  2nd October, 2006 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting 2nd October, 2006

Questions:

Questions:  Cllr. D. Walsh
& Cllr. D Cullinane -         Has Bishop of Waterford been written to regarding Council approval towards funding of  
Stained Glass Windows in St. John’s Church and clarification sought on remainder of funding.
Answer:                            A letter will be issued.

Question: Cllr. M. Roche
-     Has Mr. Dorgan, IDA advised when he will address the Council
Answer:   
      The Mayor will contact him and this matter will be discussed at the next meeting of   

      the Corporate Policy Group.
Question: Cllr. S. Ryan: 
      LEDC – minutes to be amended?
Answer:

agreed that this should read Board of  Cill Barra Centre.
       

Question: Cllr. D. Cullinane:  Planning Ref. No. 06/371 -Parker Green – will there be an Area Committee Meeting 

      before planning decision.
Answer: 

      Meeting being arranged with residents.
Question: Cllr. D. Cullinane:  Decentralisation – need for report from OPW
Answer:    
      This will be requested from OPW
	PLANNING


(a)  Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-  Completion of the Process.  
Construction of 112 houses and 36 apartments at Carrickphierish Upper, Waterford:
It was proposed by Cllr. D. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and  unanimously agreed to complete the planning process as set out in the City Manager’s  report dated 6th November, 2006.
A question was dealt with in relation to number of applicants on the Housing List.  The Director of Housing, Community and Enterprise, advised that there are approximately 1,300 on the list.

(b) Part Xl Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations  2001, as amended - Commencement of the Process:

Four Houses at Larchville

The Council noted the commencement of  the statutory process under Part 8 of the Planning & Development, Regulations, 2001.

( c)  Section 11 Roads Act, 1993 – Section 180 (Planning & Development) Act, 2000 – Taking in Charge of 
 estates. 

(Planning & Development) Act, 2000, Regulations, 2001, as amended.

Questions were dealt with in relation Grange Manor, Castle Grange, unfinished work at Belvedere Manor and Ballinakill Downs.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Halloran and  unanimously agreed that the report circulated with the agenda be adopted, excluding Grange Manor and Castlegrange which will be dealt with at a later meeting.

Planning Lists:
The Planning Lists for  October were noted and it was agreed to refer the following planning applications to the next Area Committee  Meeting.

 06/415
Applicant Name:  Orst Enterprises Ltd., C/O Tiros Resources Ltd., Armitage House, 10 Hatch Street Lower, Dublin 2.
Development Description: mixed use leisure and retail development on this c. 13 hectare site to the east of the R708 Airport Road close to its junction with the Outer Ring Road at Williamstown.  The proposal represents Phase One of a larger development and includes for the following: 1 no. DIY unit measuring 5,970 sq. m. gross (including 1 no. outdoor garden centre of 1,170 sq. m.) 4 no. retail warehouse units totalling 6,430 sq. m. gross.  12 no. screen cinema accommodating 1,500 no. seats and measuring 8,100 sq. m., including ancillary bar and restaurant.  483 no. car parking spaces – 333 no. of which are located at surface level (330 no. of which will serve the retail warehouse units and 3 no. will serve the cinema) and 150 no. of which are located at basement level and will serve the cinema exclusively.  96 no. bicycle parking spaces located at surface level adjacent to the frontage of the retail buildings. 1 no. free standing totem structure a the proposed site entrance with an overall height of 12 metres above the level of the car park and incorporating signage measuring 16 sq. m.  A screen wall along the south-eastern boundary of the site with a height ranging from 7 metres to 5 metres, and incorporating signage measuring 10 sq. m. 3 no. ESB sub-stations.  Relocation of overhead power lines below ground.  2 no. access points off the R708 Airport Road – one service access only to the north-west of the site and one customer access point via an existing access road to the site that is to be upgraded and realigned to accommodate the proposal.  A stand alone kiosk/coffee dock located to the front of the cinema, and including associated outdoor seating.  Site infrastructure, including the road network to serve subsequent phases.  All associated site development and landscape works.  An Environmental Impact Statement and Retail Impact Statement will be submitted to the Planning Authority with the application.  The Environment Impact Statement and Retail Impact Statement will be available for inspection or purchase at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy during office hours at offices of Planning Authority, Airport Road/Outer Ring Road, Williamstown, Waterford.
06/418
Applicant Name:  Golden Maple Investments Ltd., C/O Fewer Harrington Lawlor and Prtn., Studio 14, The Atrium, Maritana Gate, Canada Street, Waterford.
Development Description:  construction of 4 no. split level two storey houses and all associated site works, Williamstown Road, Bishopscourt, Waterford.
06/419

Applicant Name:  EDLR Ltd., C/O O’Neill Hennessy and Assoc., 7 Bellvue Terrace, Tramore, Co. Waterford.
Development Description:  (1) demolish existing Farran Park stores and construct new retail shop comprising 283.25 sq. mts. net retail area and 140.25 sq. mts of ground floor storage/food prep/atm/office and canteen with 20 sq. mts of office accommodation at first floor level, associated signage, bin storage and site developments (2) permission is also sought for the construction of a 3 bedroom apartment with roof garden over proposed retail shop, and two no. two storey 3 bedroom townhouses adjoining the proposed shop each with private rear gardens along the construction of retaining wall to new south western boundary, reduction of ground level and construction of new public area with landscaping along with all ancillary site developments to facilitate development at site Farran Park Stores, Farran Park, Waterford.
06/424
Applicant Name:  The Dunmore Partnership, C/O Fewer Harrington Lawlor and Partners, Studio 14, The Atrium, Maritana Gate, Waterford
Development Description:  for a mixed development comprising of residential, retail, crèche, offices, open space, parking and 2 no. public playgrounds.  It is divided as follows: Block A is a three storey residential block of 29 apartments over basement car parking and associated open space.  Block B is a three storey residential building of 33 apartments over basement.  Block C is a three-storey building with a crèche facility (including a secure external play ground) and offices above.  Block D is a single storey retail building with mezzanine level.   The development also includes open spaces, basement and surface parking, alterations to existing parking and associated site development works at Ballinakill Court, Dunmore Road, Waterford.
06/435

Applicant Name:  Claudia Muegge, C/O Peter S. Carroll and Associates, 6 Colbeck Street, Waterford.
Development change of use of first floor from residential to dental surgeries and change of use of garage to use ancillary to dental surgeries and construction of extension 54 Belevedere Drive, Lisduggan, Waterford.

06/438
Applicant Name: John O’Sullivan Enterprises Ltd., C/O C.J. Falconer and Associates, St. Patrick’s House, Newtown, Waterford.
Development Description:  to relocated existing snooker club, gaming area and amusement arcade (from premises at Arundel Square/City Centre Shopping Centre, Waterford) to premises at no. 9 O’Connell Street, Waterford (Protected Structure).  Also for permission to undertake the following works to building as follows: 1) Change of use from existing furniture retail unit to snooker club, gaming area and amusement arcade. 2)Replace signage to front elevation.  3) Replace rear access door.  4) Replace existing sliding door to laneway with new fire exit door.  5) Re-plan building internally to accommodate new toilet layout, new office layouts and general alterations to accommodate snooker tables, pool tables, gaming area and amusement arcade layout.  6) Installation of new passenger/disabled lift.  7) construction of new storage area and fire exit lobby.  8) Generally upgrade the building to comply with the requirements of Part B of the Building Regulations.  All the above works and including all associated ancillary/site works (in addition to alterations to existing rear car park area) at 9 O’Connell Street, Waterford.
06/445

Applicant Name: Patricia Daly, C/O Anthony Whittle, Kildalton, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny

Development Description:  takeaway facilities to existing diner and roller shutter to doorway (retention) Troy 3 Summerland, Ozanam Street, Upper Yellow Road, Waterford.

06/455
Applicant Name: David Flynn, C/O Fewer Harrington Lawlor and Partners, Studio 14 The Atrium, Maritana Gate, Canada Street, Waterford..

Development Description:  permission for the proposed erection of 5 number fully serviced two storey dwellings and all associated site works at Grantstown, Waterford.
06/456

Applicant Name: JC Decaux Ltd., 6 Sandyford Park, Burton Hall Road, Leopardstown Road, Dublin 18

Development Description:  one 6m x 3m trivsion advertising display at 52 Manor Street, Waterford.

	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The  Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Halloran.

	
	FINANCE


It was proposed by Cllr. D. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. T. Murphy and unanimously agreed that borrowings of €204,015.00 from the Housing Finance Agency in respect of Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme at Fairfield Park by Cluid Housing Association be approved.

	
	AFFORDABLE HOUSING


Report circulated  with the agenda was presented by Lar Power Director of Service Housing, Community and Enterprise, .  The following issues were discussed:
Eligibility,

Part V, Planning and Development Act, 2000

Mortgage Protection

Anti Social Behaviour

Social integration

It was agreed to write to the Minister regarding Affordable Housing income limits.

The Council Members welcomed the report and thanked the officials for the comprehensive report.  The City Manager in turn thanked the Housing Department and Property Management Section for their work and involvement in these matters.

	
	JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE – 


Cllr. H. Quinlan, as Chair of the Committee presented a report to Council on the Joint Policing Committee meeting of the 9th of October 2006.
	
	NOMINATIONS TO HERITAGE FORUM


It was proposed by Cllr. J. Kelly, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed that Cllr P. Hayes be nominated for  Electoral Area No. 1.
It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. J. D’arcy and unanimously agreed that Cllr. J. Walsh be nominated for Electoral Area No. 2.

It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and unanimously agreed that Cllr. M. O Halloran be nominated for Electoral Area No. 3

	
	correspondence


It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed that Irish Rail and the Minister for Transport be written to in relation the following motion which was received from Wexford Borough Council:

“This Council calls on Irish Rail to provide direct commuter rail service between Wexford and Waterford.”

	
	motions


The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan. and agreed,
“In the 40 years preceding the Celtic Tiger economy, more than ¾ of a million Irish people were forced to emigrate, very often to find a means of supporting their families at home.  Most settled into their lives abroad, but many others now faced an old age of exile and low income.  Yet it was their remittances which helped Ireland through some difficult decades.  Now that Ireland is a prosperous nation,  the government has the power to do something small but meaningful as a token of appreciation to our lost generation.  The council calls upon our Government to extend the Free Travel Scheme for travel within the republic of Ireland, to Ireland’s pensioners abroad, to allow them to visit their loved ones in Ireland.  It would be a generous gesture signifying a collective gratitude”.

Reg no: 461.2 (dated 7/3/05).

It was further agreed to circulate this motion to all other Local Authorities.

The following motion in the name of Cllr. J. D’arcy, was dropped, in accordance with Standing Order No. 26 as Cllr. D’arcy was no longer present at the meeting:
     “That the park on the Six-acre site in the Williamtown/Ardkeen area be officially 

      named.  This would be by means of an open competition to find an appropriate name for 

      said park.  The competition would be open to members of the public and shortlisting 

      would be carried out by a number of elected representatives and local authority staff

      before being voted on by the full Council.  The suggestion deemed to be most appropriate

      would be deemed the winner and would be designated as the name of the park.

      (Reg No: 462 dated 10/3/05)
Cllr. D. Cullinane asked  to withdraw his motion, Reg. No. 467, dated 23/4/05 in relation to Waste Management Act, 1996. This was agreed by members present.
The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane , seconded by Cllr. J. Kelly. and agreed .

“That this council calls on Government to develop a comprehensive National Strategy for Family Carers in order to give full and formal recognition to the societal importance and economic value of the caring work that is being done by carers. This council recognises that:

· Every week 3.5 Million hours are worked by 150,000 Family Carers 
· Less than 1 in 6 Carers qualify for the carers allowance, at present €180 a week, 

· Carers save the state over €2.1 Billion each year when compared to the market place costs of providing this home care service 

· In Waterford City a total of 1,465 carers work a total of 33,786 hours if valued per year at €12 per hour amounts to €20.27 million euro
While acknowledging the progress made in Budget 2006, especially in Social Welfare areas this council calls for
· Provision for all full-time carers with a full medical card and one comprehensive annual health check 
· Proper remuneration for carers to include a review of the means test and an increase in the rate of Carers Allowance to €250 a week 

· Provision of funding to allow carers access to accredited training in caring skills 
· Increase the respite grant to €2,880, in order to allow full times carers to take the statutory holiday entitlements of 20 days per year 

· Provision of universally available publicly-provided respite, home care and day care services.”
Reg. No. 486 (dated 6/10/06)

It was  agreed to write to the Minister for Health and Children.
The following motion in his name was proposed by Cllr. J. Kelly, seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh and agreed:
"That this Council calls on the Irish Government to directly intervene in the case of Christy McGrath from Carrick on Suir who was convicted of murder in  Britain. There are many unanswered questions in relation to this conviction and it is the view of this council that this case be referred to the court of appeal.  We call on the Taoiseach to raise this case directly with the British Prime Minister and senior representatives within the British Government.”.

Reg no: 469 (dated 27/6/05).

It was agreed to write to the Taoiseach and British Ambassador.

Cllr. S. Ryan proposed an amendment to the following motion standing in his name:
“That Waterford City calls on the Government to: retain the national airline, Aer 

Lingus in State Ownership: invest in Aer Lingus as required and on the basis of a business plan to secure the future of the airline, given that there is no impediment under EU competition rules such investment; and safeguard the employment, pay and conditions of all Aer Lingus Workers.”

(Reg no: 470, dated 8/08/05)

The following amended  motion in his name, was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and agreed:

“That Waterford City condemns the failure of  the Government to: retain the national airline, Aer Lingus in State Ownership: invest in Aer Lingus as required and on the basis of a business plan to secure the future of the airline, given that there is no impediment under EU competition rules such investment; and safeguard the employment, pay and conditions of all Aer Lingus Workers.”

It was agreed to write to the Minister for Transport.  
The following motion in the name of Cllr. T. Murphy, was dropped, in accordance with Standing Order No. 26 as Cllr. Murphy was no longer present at the meeting:

“That this council call on Bord Gais to drop their €200 charge when you do   not pay your bill through Direct Debit.”

      Reg no: 471 (dated 12/08/05)

It was agreed, at the request of Cllr. J. Halligan, that the motion in his name, reg. no. 473, dated 16/8/05 be deferred.

It was agreed, at the request of Cllr. D. Daniels that the motion in his name, reg. no. 474, dated 23/8/05 be deferred.

The following motion standing in her name was proposed by Cllr. M. O’Halloran, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and agreed:
    “That Waterford City Council should lobby the Government to reduce the taxes on fuels, which are exorbitant.  The recent huge price increases will impact heavily on all consumers but more especially on the less well-off.”


(Reg no: 475. dated 25/08/05)
It was agreed to write to the Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources.
The following motion standing in her name was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and agreed:

“That City Council, in view of the current decline in employment in manufacturing industries and Waterford’s over reliance on same, direct Waterford City Development Board to develop a Strategy for attracting new industry to the City as a matter of priority”.   

                      Reg 477 (dated 2/11/05).
It was agreed to write to City Development Board.

	
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Questions were dealt with in relation to the Register of Electors.
The meeting then concluded.

Signed:________________________

Date:_____________________
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