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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 5th September, 2005

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain, Meara

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir  Seamus O Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Sean Hallagan 

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:       

	







Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. A. McElroy,A/Director Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. L. Power, Director of Transportation & Infrastructure






Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise






Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner






Mr. R. Maddock, Senior Architect






Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer






Mr. C. O’Sullivan, A/Senior Engineer






Ms. C. Hartley,  Development Officer

Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer

Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer

Ms. S. Coughlan,  Asst. Staff Officer






Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS


The Mayor stated he had received  requests from Cllr. J. Walsh, Cllr. D. Daniels, Cllr. J. D’Arcy, Cllr. M. Roche, and Cllr. J. Kelly for suspension of standing orders:

(1) To propose  a  vote  of sympathy for the victims of  hurricane Katrina, New Orleans

(2) To discuss the Wetlands at Knockboy

(3) To discuss the Rossport 5.

The Mayor confirmed he would deal with   hurricane Katrina  at Votes of Smypathy and the wetlands at Knockboy under Planning and the request to discuss the Rossport 5 could  be dealt with  by  the submission of a motion in the normal manner. 

	APOLOGY


Apology was received from Cllr. T. Cunningham, who was unable to attend.


	VOTES OF SYMPATHY:


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extends its sympathy to: 

The  Culleton Family on the death of  Richard Culleton

The  Collins Family on the death of  John Collins 

Michael Joy, NRA, on the death of his mother Kathleen

The Family of Michael Russell on the death of their son

The Morrissey Family on the death of Alan Morrisey 

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously resolved:

“That Waterford City Council on behalf of the people of Waterford extends its sympathy to the people of the United States affected by the devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina.  We especially wish to express our deep concern at the plight of the people of New Orleans, we are shocked at the extent of the damage done to their homes and their city. We urge the Irish Government and Irish people to offer whatever assistance they can as quickly as possible.
The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:


On the proposition of  Cllr. M. Roche  seconded Cllr. C. O’Neill, it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held  4th July, 2005 be confirmed and signed.

 On the proposition of  Cllr. D. Daniels  seconded Cllr. P. Hayes,  it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the  Procedures Committee Meeting  held  18th July,  2005 be confirmed and signed.

On the proposition of  Cllr. D. Daniels  seconded Cllr. M. O’Halloran  it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the  Special Council Meeting  held  9th August,  2005 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING:


Monthly Council Meeting 4th July, 2005.

CCTV

In reply to a question from Cllr. P. Hayes, the City Manager stated a report on the  cost of repairs to the Plaza would circulate to Members.

Traveller Accommodation  

In reply to a question from Cllr. S. Ryan, the City Manager confirmed he would revert to Council  in  October .

Procedures Meeting 18th July, 2005

It was agreed to circulate the reply received from the Alzheimer’s Society to all Members.

Special Council Meeting 9th August, 2005

The Mayor thanked the members for convening a special Council meeting to extend a vote of sympathy on the death of his father -in-law Mr. Hugh Brown.

	PLANNING:


(a) Wetlands – Knockboy.

The Senior Planner informed the Members that the Planning Department  were made aware  that  work was being carried out clearing woodlands and scrub at Knockboy.  He stated that  an Enforcement Notice was served  immediately and works have ceased.  A planning application in respect of the site is currently lodged with the Council. Further information was sought from the owners  William Neville & Sons Construction Ltd , including inter alia, the submission of a report prepared by a qualified ecologist relating to  the impact of the  proposed development   on the area. He confirmed that the site is not  designated as a protected area in the Development Plan. The Director of Services stated that the matter will be referred for legal advice. 
The Members expressed  concern at the destruction of the wetlands and felt that it should be restored to its former state and urged the City Council to act  rigorously  against developers who breach planning law. 
The City Manager stated the City Council  have a track record of enforcing the law in regard to planning and the appropriate immediate action was taken when this case came to our attention. 

(b) Items for referral to Area Committee Meeting 

05/358

Applicant Name & Address: David Phelan,  C/O Circa Design, Johns Gate Street, Wexford  
Development Description: erection of 6 No. dwellings, together with associated and ancillary site works, to include relocation of site entrance, boundaries and widening of an existing lane-way at Grantstown,, Waterford

05/337

Applicant Name & Address:   Golden Maple Investments ltd, C/O Arnold Leahy Architect, 1 Crescent Villas, O'Connell Avenue, Limerick

Development Description: construction 0f 3 No. dwelling houses, 3 entrances & associated site works (OUTLINE). At Bishopscourt Road, Waterford
05/353

Applicant Name & Address: Joe McNamara & Paul O'Brien, C/O Cunnane Stratton Reynolds, Copley Hall, Cotters Street, Cork
Development Description: the demolition of existing outbuildings and the construction of 418 No. 2,3 and 4 bed dwellings, 1 No. Creche, 654 No. parking spaces, roads,paths,services, landscaping & all associated site works  at Carrickphierish,, Gracedieu,, Waterford,  
05/117

Applicant Name & Address: McInerney Homes Ltd, C/O Hogan Associates, The Lodge, Proby's Quay, Cork
Development Description: a residential development with access from Farmleigh consisting of 96 two & three storey houses & 25 Duplex Apartments together with associated site works at Grantstown, Waterford.
04/158

Applicant Name & Address: Ellickson Partnership,  C/O Concept Design Partnership, 123 Lower Baggot Street, Dublin 2
Development Description: the construction of a residential development, comprising 117 No. units with childcare facilities on a site measuring 3.50 hectres (8.65 acres). The development comprises 15 No. dwelling houses. 102 No. apartments in 11 No. blocks including conversion of existing 2-storey to provide 4 No. 1 bed units. Childcare facility with gross floor area of 215 sq.m. at ground floor of block H with outdoor play space measuring 242.10 sq.m. access via new site entrance from Dunmore Road including the demolition of portion of the existing boundary and realignment of the new constructed wall and railing forming the new entrance; Demolition of the existing two-storey garage structure to rear of existing dwelling; 151 No. car parking spaces; 102 No. bicycle spaces; hard & soft landscaping; boundary walls and fences and all associated site development works at Island lane, Dunmore Road, Ballinakill, Waterford.

05/345

Applicant Name & Address: Corbally Supermarkets Ltd, C/O Peter S. Carroll & Associates, 6 Colbeck St, Waterford
Development Description: alterations to front, rear and north elevations, new car parking, together with permission for change of use for the following: from existing hairdressing salon to lift, stairway and circulation area, from existing part supermarket to hair dressing salon, from existing commercial storage and circulation area to Pharmacy, from existing takeaway to retail unit, from existing commercial storage area to takeaway, from 2 no. existing commercial storage areas to 2 no. retail units and from existing storage area to doctors surgery at Centra Supermarket, Ballybeg Business Complex, Ballybeg, Waterford.

04/574

Applicant Name & Address: Ken O' Sullivan & Des O' Sullivan, C/O Eamonn Power FHL Architects Studio 14, The Atrium Maritana Gate, Canada Street
Development Description: demolition of existing single storey dwelling and site boundary walls and the proposed erection of 6 no. 3 bedroom duplex units over 3 floors, 6 car parking spaces with access from Ballytruckle Road and all associated site works at Mount Eske, Ballytruckle Road, Waterford.
05/347

Applicant Name & Address:   Woodies DIY Ltd, C/O Manahan Planners, 38 Dawson Street, Dublin 2  
Development Description: A) demolition of former petrol stn. & close up 2 vehicular access points to Cork Rd. (b) Extn.of 1659.5 sq.m. to existing Woodies premises into former petrol stn.site resulting in extended Woodies premises, incl.garden centre, of 5530.8sq.m.creating new elevation to Cork Rd.(c) New single storey licensed discount foodstore 1647 sq.m. to be occupied by Lidl , with signage,(d) Extension of exist carpark from 254 to 382 spaces to serve both premises & prov.of revised loading & service compound.(e) Close existing in-only vehicular access to site from Cork Rd.& create new single in-out vehicular access on Cork Rd. in add.to existsite access on Tramore Rd. (f) Replace existing Woodies entrance by new glazed porch & canopy with removal of 5 exist signs & replace with 7 new signs on N/E & N/W elev. of bldg.,(g) Remove 1 exist totem sign at each entrance & replace by new totem sign at each vehicular entrance (h)new boundary treat.to Cork/Tramore Rds.culvert stream & create new footpath at Cork Road, Waterford.
05/359

Applicant Name & Address:   Mr. J.J. Byrne, C/O Oliver Dempsey Architects, Dyehouse Lane, Waterford .
Development Description: construction of 4 No. dwelling houses and associated site works fronting onto St. Alphonsus Road. and 40 Lower Newtown Road, Waterford.
05/117

Applicant Name & Address:   McInerney Homes Ltd, C/O Hogan Associates, The Lodge, Proby's Quay, Cork.

Development Description: a residential development with access from Farmleigh consisting of 96 two & three storey houses & 25 Duplex Apartments together with associated site works at Grantstown, Waterford.
05/321

Applicant Name & Address:   David & Ann Marie Ahearne, C/O O'Neill Hennessy & Assoc 54 Ashley Avenue Cherrymount Waterford
Development Description: change of use from residential dwelling to crèche at 212 Viewmount Park, Waterford.It was agreed that the full list of referrals would be referred to each of the Area Committees.  The Mayor agreed to facilitate a meeting of the CPG to discuss the procedure in dealing with planning items.

	
	Higher Education Grants


The A/Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs informed the meeting that the Higher Education Grant Scheme income limits had increased by 4.7% and the level of maintenance grant had increased by 2.6% on the previous year’s scheme. 

A discussion ensured on  PAYE workers, means testing, part-time further education, cost of campus accommodation,mature students.  It was unanimously agreed to write to the Minister for Education  expressing dissatisfaction with the scheme.

	
	Play Policy


The Director of Community & Enterprise outlined the process in the preparation of the Play Policy, implications of the Play Policy and implementation of the plan, key priorities during the operation period 2005-2009 and how priorities are to be achieved.  Questions were answered in relation to the policy and the plan.

The Members were unanimous in their support of the Play Policy and  Plan. 

 It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. C. L. O’Neill and unanimously agreed to adopt the Play Policy & Implementation Plan 2005-2009 as presented.

	
	WATERFORD CITY SPEED LIMIT BYE-LAWS - 2005


The draft Waterford City Speed Limit Bye-Laws 2005 in accordance with Section 46 of the Road Traffic Act, 1961, Section 33 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994, Section 9 of the Road Traffic Act, 2004 circulated with the agenda for preliminary approval, prior to the commencement of the statutory public consultative programme.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill and unanimously agreed  to initiate the process for   Waterford City Speed Limit Bye-Laws, 2005.

It was also  agreed to discuss speed limits in general at the SPC meeting.

	
	BARCELONA DECLARATION


The update on the implemetation of the Barcelona Declaration which circulated with the agenda was noted.

	
	HALLOWEEN EVENTS


It was agreed a Workshop  would be held next week.

	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conferences was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed:

1. “Local Government & The Arts” –  Kadenza Consultancies - The Silver Tassie Hotel, Milford Rd,  Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. – 26-27th August, 2005.

        Cllr. J. D’Arcy, Cllr. D. Walsh, Cllr. J. Halligan

2. A.M.A.I.  Annual Conference 2005 – Oakwood Arms, Shannon, Co. Clare – 15th-17th September, 2005.

Cllr. C. O’Neill, Cllr. S. Ryan.

3. Clare Tourism Conference – 17th National Tourism Conference “Positioning                               

Tourism – Quality or Price” – 25th & 26th November, 2005, The Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare.

Cllr. M. O’Halloran, Cllr. M. Roche, Cllr. D. Daniels.

4. Association of Irish Regions – 8th Annual Conference -  “Realising the Potential of our Regions” Drivers of growth post 2006. Dolmen Hotel, Carlow 7th October, 2005.

Cllr. M. O’Halloran, Cllr. M. Roche.

5. Greystones Town Council, La Touche Legacy Committee – Autumn Seminar Charlesland Golf & Country Club Hotel – 30th September-2nd October, 2005.

                    Cllr. D. Daniels.

It was confirmed Cllr. Halligan and Cllr. Walsh did not attend the conference on Local Government & The Arts on 26th & 27th August, 2005.

	Any Other Business


It was unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders to deal with the following items:

Casual Trading

The Director of Planning & Environment advised the Members of the proposal to extend the designated Casual Trading Area at Jenkins Lane into a portion of George’s Street. Draft Casual Trading Bye-Laws will  be prepared for public consultation and the matter will revert to Council.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed to commence the statutory  process under the Casual Trading Act, 1995.
Affordable Housing Ballygunner

It is proposed, by Cllr.M.Roche and seconded by Cllr.T.Murphy, and unanimously agreed that Waterford City Council borrow up to €7 million in respect of bridging finance for affordable housing at Ballygunner

Tall Ships

Cllr. Roche paid tribute to  the City Council and employees for all the hard work during Tall Ships Race.

Signed:________________________

Date:_____________________
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