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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 7th November, 2005

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain, Meara

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir  Thomás O Cuinneagain

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir  Seamus O Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Sean Hallagan 

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:       

	







Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. L. Power, Director of Transport & Infrastructure






Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise






Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer






Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer






Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner






Ms. M. Moran, Administrative Officer






Ms. M. Quigley, Administrative Officer






Ms. H. Dunphy,  Development Officer

Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer

Ms. S. Coughlan,  Asst. Staff Officer






Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	APOLOGY


An apology was received from Cllr.S. Ryan who was unable to attend.




	VOTES OF SYMPATHY:


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extends its sympathy to: 

Lisa Grant on the  death of her father  Peter Grant

The Family of Brendan Rowe, WIT

The Families  of: Liam Walsh, Griffith Place, Noel Wallace, Jail Street, Joe Farrell, 68 Newport Square, Eileen Whelan, Killotteran. Agnes Barry, Morley Terrace and  Noel Duffy, Rochenham, Ferrybank

The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
The Mayor informed the meeting he had received a request for suspension of Standing Orders from Cllrs. Walsh  and Halligan to discuss the findings of the National Hygiene Audit Report .  The Mayor asked that the request be withdrawn and submitted as a motion to appear on the Agenda which was accepted by Cllr. Walsh and Cllr. Halligan.

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:


On the proposition of  Cllr. M. Roche  seconded Cllr. D. Cullinane, it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held  3rd October, 2005 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING:


Monthly Council Meeting 3rd October, 2005.

Halloween Events

In reply to a question from Cllr. D. Cullinane, the Director of Planning & Environment confirmed the  events  were on a smaller scale than last year and he would revert with details of expenditure incurred in the clean up. He also confirmed restoration of the green areas when weather permitted.

University Status for WIT

In reply to a question from Cllr. P. Hayes, the Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed Waterford Chamber of Commerce & WIT would address Council at the meeting in  December, 2005.

Outer Ring Road

In reply to a question from Cllr. M. O Halloran, the Director of Transport & Infrastructure confirmed the contract for footpaths and cycle lanes would commence in December and would take 4-5 months to complete.

Waste Management

In reply to a question from Cllr. Cullinane the Director of Planning & Environment stated he would investigate the possibility of erection of bollards at Parliament Street.  In reponse to Cllr. Roche, the Director  stated he was in contact with Kilkenny County Council regarding clean up at entrance to the City from N9.  The Director also confirmed he had written to all Take-Aways in the city , a first warning had been given and fines would issue from now on.

CCTV-Lacken Road

In reply to a question from Cllr. T. Murphy, the Director of Planning & Environment  stated he would revert to Council.

Wetlands-Knockboy

In reply to a question from Cllr. J. Halligan, the Director of Planning & Environment confirmed the matter was referred to our Law Adviser.

Traveller Accommodation – Ward 2 Representative 

In reply to a question from Cllr. D. Walsh, the Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs, confirmed  the matter would be raised at the next Area Committee Meeting.

City Boundary Extension

In reply to a question from Cllr. D. Walsh, the Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs stated we had not reached agreement with the market research company.

	PLANNING:


(a)  Planning & Development Act, 2000, Regulations, 2001, as amended. Part 8 – 3 Houses 

at Newport’s Square – Completion of the process.  

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Walsh, seconded by  Cllr. P. Hayes it was unanimously agreed to complete development at Newport’s Square as set out in Manager’s Report dated 2nd November, 2005 which circulated prior to the meeting.

(b)  Material Contravention – 05/263 –  Commencement of the process - Report attached

Six Cross Roads Real Estate Ltd, C/O RKD Architects, 59 Northumberland Road, Dublin.

Construction of 59 No. two-storey dwellings comprising of 40 No. 3 bedroom semi-detached (type A: 94.8 sq.m.), 8 No. 3 Bed semi-detached (type B: 88 sq.m.), 1 No. 4 bed detached (type C:114 sq.m.), 5 No.3 bed detached (type D: 102 sq.m.),1 No. 4 bed detached (type E: 131 sq. m.),2 No. 2 bed terrace(type F: 70 sq.m.),& 2 No. 3 bed terrace (type G: 88 sq.m.),& a single storey Creche (344 sq.m.), all totalling 5,911 sq.m. The development will also include extensive landscaped pocket gardens & ancillary site development works with vehicular  & pedestrian access provided from Kilbarry Road, all on a C.2.008 hectare site at  Kilbarry/Ballyhoo,, Kilbarry Road,, Waterford.

The Senior Planner dealt with questions in respect of footpaths, public lighting and drainage.

It was proposed by  Cllr. M. O’Halloran, seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh,   and  unanimously agreed to commence the material contravention process under Section  34(6)  of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act, 2000.
(c) Items for referral to Area Committee Meeting 

05/445

Applicant Name:     Six Cross Roads Real Estate Ltd, C/O Henry J. Lyons & Partners, Architects, 47/48 Pearse St, Dublin 2
Development Description:  construction of Retail Warehouse Park (total gross floor area 10,512.5 sq.m.) comprising 7 No. Retail Warehouse Units including a garden centre with associated fascia signage of 163.4 sq.m. to unit one & 33.7 sq.m. to each remaining six units, 2 No. ESB sub-stations, 2 No. waste compactors, 405 No. surface car parking spaces(40 of which are for staff only),3 No.11.5 metres high triangular sigange towers 80 sq.m. each, fire fighting water storage and pump facility,surface water attenuation, the reservation of a site for a future family restaurant, landscaping & ancillary site development works with vehicular access from Kilbarry Road all on a 3.88 hectare site. An Environmental Impact Statement accompanies this application at  Kilbarry/Ballyhoo,, Kilbarry Road,,Waterford.

05/60
Applicant Name: Wm. Neville & Sons Construction Ltd, c/o Patrick Halley & Associates St. Catherines Hall, Catherine Street, Waterford.

Development Description:  20 no. detached two storey houses. 69 no.semi detached/terraced two storey houses, 8 no. three storey duplex units (64 no.dwellings) a 2-storey creche (130 sq.m) and all associated site works at Knockboy Road, Knockboy, Waterford.

05/444

Applicant Name:   Bin Chen T/A Red Corner Japanese Restaurant,  C/O John Leech, 17 Otteran Place, South Parade, Waterford

Development Description:  proposed change of use of existing ground floor retail unit to Japanese Restaurant together with external signage & associated site works at 17 Lombard Street, Waterford.
	Register of Protected Structures – Section 55 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000


The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs informed the Members that a Special Meeting to discuss RPS would convene on 14th November, 2005  at 5.00 p.m.

	
	Property Management


The Estate items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. D. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. J. Kelly.

	
	finance


Budget timetables were noted and agreed.

	
	ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR POLICY –RECOMMENDATION FROM HOUSING SPC


Cllr. P. Hayes, Chair of the Housing SPC introduced the Anti Social Behaviour Policy outlining Waterford City Council recognises that anti-social behaviour create major problems in a community  and it can impact seriously on the quality of life for all residents.  He stated Waterford City Council is committed to ensuring that all of its tenants enjoy living in their dwellings in a peaceful manner and without undue  interference or difficulties emanating from anti-social behaviour , the policy outlines  preventative measures,  dealing with anti-social behaviour and reporting.   

Cllr. Hayes advised that the SPC had considered this matter in detail, looked at much policy documents and examined examples of best practice operating in other Local Authorities.

Members were concerned at  anxieties expressed by residents due to the level of anti-social behaviour and acknowledged the good work of  Tenants’ and Residents’  Associations in trying to combat this issue.

Questions were dealt with in respect of noise, pre-tenancy courses, letting conditions, residents’ associations, tenancy handbook,  Anti Social Behaviour Unit, evictions,  underage children, St. Vincent de Paul, annual review.

Discussions also referred to the need for cross agency and community support to combat anti social behaviour.  The need for a co-ordinated approach from the Gardai, HSE,  Court Welfare and Waterford City Council was stressed.  The role of the Voluntary Sector was also pointed out.  The complexity of the issues, the role of education and the need to keep detailed and accurate records were adverted to.

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed €42,000 was secured from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to assist in the set up of the unit, but in future resources will a matter for City Council in the context of the annual budget.

An amendment   to change noise nuisance from medium to high  at “ (e) Categories of complaints”  in the policy document was proposed by Cllr. T. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. J. Halligan, and agreed.

It was agreed that suggested  amendments,  concerning (a) a probationary tenancy period and (b)  joint assessment by the Gardai, local authority and residents associations from local areas of local crime figures, proposed by Cllr. J. Halligan  be forwarded to the  Housing SPC for consideration.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and agreed  that Waterford City Council Policy on Anti-Social Behaviour be and is hereby adopted. 

	
	PRESENTATION – WATERFORD ENERGY BUREAU


A presentation was made by Mr. Liam Flemming, Waterford Energy Bureau which outlined the funding of the Bureau under EU INTERREG III A Programme, incorporating Waterford City Council, Waterford County Council and Tramore Development Trust. The mission statement “Promote energy conservation, energy efficiency and renewal energy within Waterford City & County.  To provide professional energy services and to facilitate sustainable energy development”.

He outlined 93% of Ireland’s energy requirement is imported, 98% of Waterford’s energy requirement is imported, and how future hydro development on the Mahon River and Wind Farm Developments in the country will contribute to the generation of Renewal Energy in Waterford.  He stated 7% cost saving through  the purchasing of green energy from Airtricity by Waterford City Council,  electrical accounts are powered by green energy and , energy cost  savings of  €65,000 made to date through electrical procurement & energy management on electrical accounts.  The securing of a grant from Sustainable Energy Ireland  for the installation of energy efficient equipment and renewal energy technology  for social/affordable housing in Ballygunner  and for the sports centre re-development and the  possible conversion of City Council vehicles to operate on bio fuel when relocated to Carrickphierish.

He advised of  the  future role of  WEB with the City Council through the  formation of a Sustainable Energy Committee to develop a sustainable energy policy and the implementation of a 3 year sustainable energy plan.

Questions were dealt with in relation to resource implications for Waterford City Council, SPC involvement, bio fuel usage and availability of funding.

The members thanked Mr. Fleming for the presentation and  complimented him on  the  sustainable energy projects being developed in City Council.

	
	WATERFORD CITY SPEED LIMIT BYE-LAWS - 2005


The Director of Transportation and Infrastructure stated the draft Waterford City Speed Limit Bye-Laws 2005 in accordance with Section 46 of the Road Traffic Act, 1961, Section 33 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994, Section 9 of the Road Traffic Act, 2004 had been available for public inspection for the statutory period   which expired on 13th October, 2005, he confirmed no written submissions were received and recommended the adoption of the bye-laws as published.

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed  to adopt the  Waterford City Speed Limit Bye-Laws 2005.
	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Correspondence which circulated with the Agenda was noted and attendance at the following conferences was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed:

1. Waterford Institute of Technology, New Features, Emerging Models of Higher Education, The Tower, Kilkenny Castle – 15th September, 2005.

Cllr. S. Ryan.

2. LAMA – Annual winter seminar – 4th & 5th November – Mount Errigal Hotel, 

Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

Cllr. J. Halligan and Cllr. D. Walsh.

3. IBEC SOUTH-EAST – “Regional Tiger or Paper Tiger” Building Business in   

      the South East – Faithlegg House Hotel – 18th November, 2005.

      Cllr. M. Roche

The Mayor  stated he had not attended any conferences in September or October, 2005.

It was unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders to deal with the following items:

	Any Other Business


Neighbourhood Awards.

The City Manager advised of three national awards presented to the city  this evening by  the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Grantstown Village for best residential estate,  Reginalds Tower/The Mall for best landscaped open space and John Robert s’ Square for most attractive pedestrianised area.

Attendance at Conferences.

Cllr. J. D’Arcy confirmed expenses for the Fine Gael conference which he attended 

 would be paid for by himself.

The City Manager stated the Tall Ships event generated an economic worth of some  €30m to the region with a further €6  marketing value the event had received three awards to date.  The proposed conference to  La Coruna was Waterford’s opportunity to lobby for the hosting of the event in future, and it is expected that a strong delegation from Waterford attend to report on the city’s experiences of organizing such an event to other potential host cities.

Cllr. Roche  proposed the erection of a permanent sculpture to commerate the successful hosting of the Tall Ships event.

Notification of the “switch on” of  Christmas  festive lighting was circulated at the meeting.

Cllr. O’Neill proposed that  boats on the Marina consider  festive lighting.

Signed:________________________

Date:_____________________
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